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_ Observer’s column 








n July 6, just the day after his crisis meeting 
with Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif at Blair 

House, President Clinton signed an execu- 
tive order imposing financial and ‘other’ commer- . 
cial sanctions on the Afghan Taliban for its support 


_ Brigadier (Retd) A.R. Siddiqi 
_ It would be little more than having:one’s bread and - 
- the one for the sake of the other it would have to 
of Osama bin Laden on his terrorist network in . strike a balance no matter how tenuous and expedi- 
Taliban-controlled Afghanistan. ent. Whether it does it by bringing the Taliban 
‘The executive order, Ihave signed’, wrote the US - Afghanistan closer to ‘its relatively liberal tradition. 
President, ‘will deepen the international isolation of "or convincing America and the world of its defacto 
the Taliban, limit its ability to support terrorist net- 
works and demonstrate the need to confirm the 
accepted norms of international behaviour...’ And so. -- 
on. On July 4, 1999, coincidentally the very day to the Pakistani perceptions and perspectives, ef- 
when Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif phoned him for forts towards achieving that would seém to have 
an urgent appointment, the US President addresseda | been already under way, no matter with what degree 


government of the day, remainstobeseen. 
As for the objective of bringing the Taliban closer 


letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 43 of success. 
and the President of the Senate to explain his action’ Chief of 
in respect of the Taliban Under Section 204(b) of the. 
International Emergency Economic Powers Act. 

After a detailed description of Osama bin Laden’s 
organisational structure and hierarchy, President 
Clinton went on to conclude that the actions and° 
policies of the Taliban pose an unusual and extraor- 

_dinary threat to the national security and foreign 
policy of the United States. 

A perceived threat almost as grave as the actual 
threat once posed by the Soviet Union to America’s 
national security and foreign interest. No other coun- 
try or power before the Soviet Union and since its | 
demise, is known to have projected athreat.as serious. 
as Afghan Taliban’s to the supreme national interest 


‘ 


- forum in Karachi, roundly argued for Pakistan’s 
full support to the Taliban. As the majority Pushtun . 
segment of the Afghan society and state, the Taliban, 
sharing a historical commonality with our own 

_ Pushtuns; must be accepted and recognised as such. . 
As for their religious radicalism and zealotry, these 


‘round to the Pakistani mindset: .... - - 
Gen. Musharraf called the Taliban Afghanistan ‘a 


They brought peace to the war-torn Afghanistan by. 


_____NATION___ & : eee 


eating it. Since Pakistan is in no position to give up — 


and de jure status as it being the duly established a 


the Army Staff and Chairman of Joint . 

Chiefs’ Committee, General Pervaiz Musharraf dur- .. 
ing course of a recent talk before an elitist public - 
. guishing a statesman from a rabble-rousing pol: 


could be tempered in due course to bring them. 


success story’ for its spectacular military successes. 


- -ending the bitter and protracted intra-Mujahideen 


3 
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Pak-US-Taliban: an uneasy trio 


‘Only time will tell, it will bear fruit...’ He went 
tebut the criticism of the joint statement by t 
opposition parties contending that the ‘involvemer 
of the international community in the Kashmir iss 
‘sreatly’ favoured Pakistan’s stand. Regardless 
the pros and cons of the US President - Pak PM joi 
statement, it was projected as a triumph of Prir 
- Minister Nawaz Sharif’s statesmanship in saving t 
Subcontinent from a catastrophic war with a nucle 
potential - ae 
And justifiably so; for the avoidance of war, est 
‘cially one looking so imminent, is indeed the acid t 
‘of statesmanship. That is in spite of the overwhel: 
ing and quite often, raw, compulsions of natiot 
pride and vanity, In his wide-ranging address to t 
nation on August 12, the Prime Minister said, "...' 
never pray for war as it becomes difficult to find w 
is the winner after a war between two atomic cot 
tries." Words of great wisdom and sagacity dist 


cian. He went on to urge the two neighbours to ¢ 


': their differences so that their economic conditic 


could improve by ‘avoiding billions of expenditu 
on their defence.’ . 
Would it be wrong to call the Washington jc 

. statement as the expedient and the precipitat: 
circumstance behind the shifting of the focus of 
PM’s public pronouncemients from confrontatior 
reconciliation? The tone and-accent of the Ph 
statement has, once again, picked up quite a gc 
deal of the verve of those at the height of the Ka 
crisis between May 26 and July S. Still there is i 


and'international strategies of America. And that too 


recognised .at the Jevel of. the President and the .. 
Supreme,Commander:of :the: world's ssole super:iic2Shauit ihaMay 1997,2theTalibanvthave -been in: 
.3 + + +"* “eommand-and contro! of three-fourths of the coun-: 


s 


, power." Seep a ag tay orb: 
! 


> September 1996 and: the first capturerofiMazar-i- 


factional fighting. Ever since the fall.of Kabul in 


. try regardless of the temporary setbacks suffered 


A mere coincidence, the issuance by the Presi- | 1 
: (viz the loss of Mazar-i-Sharif for a while followed 


- dent’s executive order and the communication to the. 


~sctorunderestimate the reality of the Washington jg 
-ieistatement except perhaps in the tone. of public © 


4, sumption speeches to suit the temper of the mom« 
Thé dilemma we must face, sooner or later, 
mains implicit in our traditional dependence 


| heads of the highest lawmaking bodies on the eve of 
the Prime Minister’s air dash to Washington, lent a 


deeper significance to US-Pak relations than meets | 
happens to be one of the three 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, to~ 


the eye. Pakistan 
countries, besides 
have accorded full recognition to the Taliban Af- 


ghanistan. It has observed the arrangement scrupu- . 


-lously, apparently, without a second thought. 
The question, even if hypothetical is (or in due 
course may well arise with some vengeance): Would 


it be at all wise or realistic for Pakistan to expect the © 


US President take more than a formal or nominal 
interest in Pakistan’s foreign relations in spite of its 
friendly ties with the Afghan Taliban? In other words, 
can the friend of a country’s enemy be also a friend, 
of that country? 


America makes no bones about the Taliban Af- © 


ghanistan being a rogue state. In turn, the Taliban 


Afghanistan treats America as an ungodly, hostile 


nation much in the same way. They threaten America, 


- even if only rhetorically, with dire consequences — 
should it persists in its anti-fundamentalist (Islamic) | 


and anti-Osama policies. 

Where does Pakistan stand vis-a-vis America and 
the Taliban Afghanistan looking up to the one for 
overarching support and assistance and to the other 


for all, the goodwill as an ally and aclose neighbour? . 





by its recapture and continuing hold). 


‘Pakistan’ s principal dilemma vis-a-vis the Taliban 


Afghanistan is that the stronger the latter grows the 
worse off Pakistan finds itself in foreign relations 
“vis a Vis the US, the UN and much of the rest of the 


_ world. And yet its close and intimate relationship — 


_with the US remains the mainstay of its foreign 
_ policy; and the Washington joint statement its 
' centerpiece. aS P= Oe | | 
At their last conference at the GHQ, the Corps 
‘Commanders and VSOs reviewed, at length, the 


post-Kargil geostrategic environment. Gen. Pervaiz ... 
"Musharraf. presided over the conference. Among 
the large array of subjects discussed,' the partici-" 

pants, also, reviewed the Pak-US relations ‘with 
special reference to the Washington Accord’. What * 


sort of aconsensus emerged at the end of the review 


is not known. Which ever it might have been, the . 


Pakistani PM make a public gesture to wriggle out 


of it, could we start having second thoughts about it. 
In his statement (dated August, 13) Foreign Min- © 


ister Sartaj Aziz spoke optimistically of the poten- 


tial of the success of the Washington joint state- - 


ment. He hoped that time would ‘vindicate’ it. 


, joint statement stays on our strategic agenda at the » 
top policy-making level. Not untileitheroneorboth 
of the summit-level parties the US President and the - . 


America and our declared recognition of the Talil 
Afghanistan as an established fact beyond questi 
How long could we keep on riding the two n 
- matched and skittish horses at the same time? Not 
very much longer. The US-Pakistan- Afghanis 
troika would be quite unsustainable for as long as 
Taliban Afghanistan persists in its Islamic radi 
_ ism and America refuses to settle for anything | 
- than a substantial departure from it. 
- As for Pakistan, the choice between the fire and 
frying pan, hard as ever, would be becoming hat 
still. We are left with the onerous task of proving 
_ credentials to two sworn enemies as a friend of b: 
A task beyond the accepted diplomatic norms 
not quite consistent even with the minimum m: 
standards. Running with the hare of the Isla 
-’ ‘Taliban Afghanistan and hunting with the houns 
an unIslamic and reputedly arrogant America, c 
"for the kind of stamina and cunning we could ha 
claim to have. | 3 
What then must we do? There is no easy answe 
that. Perhaps by tuning down our own media pro 
tion of political Islam, we could, at least, hop: 
bring the Taliban round to our own perception s 
~ and convince America of our calculated detachn 
. from the so-called militant or ‘terrorist’ Islam in 
, American usage. 
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massacring 
KABUL (AFP) - The Afghani oppo- 
sition on Monday accused the ruling 
Taliban of massacring hundreds of vil- 
lagers in territory north of Kabul cap- 
tured and occupied for three days last 
week, 


300 villagers 
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er Ahmad Shah Masood 


command 


‘We do not have an exact figure, but: 
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But three days laterthey were pushed ~ 
| out from strategic areas in counter- 
According to the opposition, up to 
450 Taliban soldiers died in the clashes. 
Masood is the only obstacle frustrat- 
| ing the Taliban’s aim of bringing the 
' entire country under its strict Moslem 
rule. The militia already holds around! 


attacks by: Masood’s troops and sup- 
80 per cent of the territory. 


| porters. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


ticipated summer offensive. 
| Their bodies have been left to rot. 
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Opposition mopping up after counterstrike: Taliban wary of next move 
Nee ae eee ee 


Ahmed Shah Masood offers 
talks to Taliban leadership 





By Nafees Takkar 


eee ene eA SSAC SLC 

ISLAMABAD - Afghanistan’s oppo- 
sition Northern Alliance’s surprise 
counter attack has made Taliban wary 
of their next move towards north of 
Kabul as they remained defensive on 
the battlefield on Friday. 


“Our forces are busy in regrouping,” - 


said Taliban officials here Friday. They 


said their Thursday’s retreat from the . 


newly captured areas was tactical. 
Taliban received a major setback on 
Thursday in their summer offensive 


against commander Ahmad Shah. 


Masood when they lost all the captured 
areas to forces loyal to Masood in only 
one day. Taliban later said local upris- 
ings forced them to leave their newly 
occupied positions to avoid heavy civil 
casualties. The offensive was launched 
on July 28 last which, earned condem- 
nation of US and United Nations Secu- 
_ rity Council (UNSC). 
| On Friday, the battle-field did not 
| witness major ups and downs. “Both 
' sides are trying to strengthen their po- 
sitions,” an Islamabad-based Taliban 


official said. He said new strategy 


' would be evolved to reach a crucial 
stage on the battle field. 
Ahmad Shah Masood, on the other 
hand, has once again expressed his will- 
- ingness for talks with Taliban. In an in- 
terview with a Peshawar-based Pashto 
daily, “Wahdat”, Masood said that war 
was not the solution of Afghanistan is- 
‘sue. He also alleged that mercenaries 


including Pakistanis and Arabs were 
fighting on the side of Taliban. 

Over a week long offensive Taliban 
captured about 50 kilometers area of 
Ahmad Shah Masood which, included 
towns of Charikar, Mehmude Radi, 
Tagab, Nejrab, Jabalus Siraj and Gul-: 
bahar situated near Masood’s ‘native, 
Panjsher Valley. 

The Taliban official claimed, howev- 
er, that their fighters were still holding 
mountain tops in areas close to the op- 


position positions. 


Masood Thurday’s offensive brought 
the frontline from the opening to Pan- 
jsher valley to 25 kilometers to the north 


‘of Afghanistan’s capital Kabul. 
_ This was for the third time that Tali- 


' 


ban advances towards Panjsher valley 
have met with failure. | 

_ The previous two occasions were in 
1996 and 1998 when Taliban were dealt 
with heavy casualties. This time, how- 
ever, the Taliban claim they lost five to 
six men at Jablus Siraj. | 

The Taliban have maintained their 
hold on areas they had captured in Kun- 
duz province. : 

Earlier on Tuesday Taliban took Sher 
Khan port bordering Tajikistan and 
Imam Sahib district of the northern 
province of Kunduz. 

The Tuesday’s gains had given Tali- 
ban the only remaining port of Sher 
Khan on river Oxus so far held by the 
opposition forces, which also led to the 
total fall of the province of Kunduz. The 
provinces of Takhar and Badakhshan, 
both under the control of the opposi- 


& 
eo 


NATION 07 AU 


tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
are bordering the Kunduz province. 

Taliban’s this summer offensive has 
displaced about 100,000 people from 
the areas they have captured, accord- 
ing to UNHCR. 

Taliban said earlier they had shifted 
displaced people to Kabul and refugees 
camps of Samarkhel and Hisarshahi 
near Jalalabad. 

AFP adds: Afghan opposition forces 
said Friday they were mopping up and 
securing territory snatched back from 
the ruling Taliban militia in a lightning 
counter-offensive which left hundreds 
dead. 

An opposition spokesman said the old 
front lines on the Old and New Roads 
about 25 kilometres north of the capital 
Kabul had been secured as the Taliban 
conceded their losses. 

‘We have now captured all lost terri- 
tories. The previous front lines have 
been re-established and we will soon 
decide our next course of action,’ said 
the opposition spokesman, who de- 
clined to be named. 

‘Taliban dead may amount to 1,000 
but we have to confirm this with other 
field commanders,’ he added. 

Independent sources said they be- 
lieved the situation on front lines was 
tense but quiet with many of the mili- 
tia’s troops returning to Kabul where 
they were expected to regroup. 

‘The casualties were heavy, there is 
no doubt, the hospitals in Kabul have 
been very busy,’ one western source 
told AFP. 
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initiative 

has failed: 

spokesman 


KABUL, Aug 24: Pakistan’s ini- 


Alliance wants 
Pakistan to 
Stop backing | 
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Taliban 


TEHRAN, Aug 22: Afghan oppo- 
sition has asked Pakistan to bring 
shift in its policy on Afghanistan by 
“withdrawing army from 
Afghanistan and abandoning sup- 
port to the Taliban.” 

In an interview with Radio 
Tehran, a close aid of Afghan com- 
mander Ahmed Shah Masood and 
chief delegate of the Afghan opposi- 
tion in talks with Pakistan delega- 
tion, Yunus Qanooni said that the 
problem could not be resolved only 
through rhetoric and urged 
Islamabad to take practical steps in 
this direction. “If Pakistan really 
wants to bring in a shift in its policy 
and hold talks, it should withdraw 
forces from Afghanistan and also 
. give up its support to the re 
he said. 

Pakistan, he said, “should oreae 
itself as a neutral and impartial 
country. It should prove that it 
would not longer interfere. in 
Afghanistan. I think, it would be a 
practical step for good relations 
between the people of Afghanistan 
and Pakistan”, Qanooni said. 

“Instead of sending army to 
Afghanistan and fighting against 
the Afghan nation, Islamabad 


should evolve a new strategy keep- . 


ing in view the interests of the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan and Pakistan, < 
he observed. 

On Pakistan contacts with the 
Taliban in the wake of Dushanbe 
talks between the Afghan opposi- 
tion and Pakistani delegation, 
Qanooni said that “it is upto them 
as to whether or not they want to go 
to Kandahar and meet the Taliban 
leaders. 

The Afghan opposition has noth- 
ing to do with it. The talks are 
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between the governments of 


Afghanistan and Pakistan,” he said. 
“We told them that it is their inter- 
nal problem as to whether or not 
they meet the Taliban and also 
informed them that we did not have 
any message to be conveyed to the 
Taliban through Pakistan”, 
Qanooni said. 

He said that Pakistan govern- 
ment has requested Professor 
Rabbani to send a delegation for 
talks between the governments of 
Pakistan and Afghanistan in the 
wake of new political and military 
developments in Afghanistan. 

The Afghan opposition, he said, 
believes in talks and that is why, 
the proposal of Pakistan was wel- 
comed and a delegation formed for 


_talks. It was agreed upon that the 
Pakistani delegation would come to . 


Faizabad but due to technical prob- 
lems, the meeting could not take 
place i in Faizabad and instead nego- 
tiations were held i in Dushanbe, he 
said. 


reiterated, has rejected the media- 
tion offer of Pakistan because medi- 
ation could be done by a neutral 


country but “Pakistan is not impar- ' 


tial as its army and people are fight- 
ing against 


ation offer has been rejected,” he 
said. . 

“If the Pakistan government now 
stresses that war is not a solution to 
the problems and wants to resolve 
problems between Afghanistan and 
Pakistan, we think, it is a positive 
development as it is in conformity 
with the policy of the Islamic gov- 
ernment of Afghanistan,” Qanooni 
added.—NNI . 


rod 


The Afghan opposition, Qanooni : 





the nation in’ 
Afghanistan. This is why their medi- . 


tiative to start a peace process in 
Afghanistan has “failed” because 
the anti-Taliban alliance did not 
consider Islamabad an impartial 
broker, an opposition spokesman 
claimed here on Tuesday. 

“The talks failed because the 
Pakistanis did yot offer anything 
new, nor could they prove in prac- 
tice that they were impartial peace 
mediators,”~ the spokesman 
Abdullah told AFP. . 

A Pakistani delegation headed 
by top interior ministry official 
Rustam Shah travelled to Tajikis-: 
tan’s capital Dushanbe on Monday 


‘for a second round of talks with’ 


representatives of the Afghan: 
northern alliance. | 

Abdullah said the northern 
alliance would not hold further 
talks with Pakistan until it took 
practical steps to end its “military” 
support to the Taliban militia. Lo 

“We believe that the short-cut to 


_peace in Afghanistan is cessation of 


Pakistani aid to the Taliban and 


dispatch of reinforcements of 


troops and volunteers to our coun- 
try,” Abdullah claimed. 

- Abdullah said international and 
domestic pressure had forced 
Pakistan to initiate the peace 
move. . 

The E icuscttian alleged that the 


‘Pakistan “mediators” had tried to 
“politically manipulate” Monday’s 


talks in Dushanbe with a northern 
alliance delegation headed by 
Yunus Cancene He did not elabo- 
rate. 

Another Saposition figure. com- 
mander Sayed Hussain Anwari, 
who participated in the talks, said 
Pakistan had proposed a formula 
for power sharing between the two 
sides to end the conflict. 

He said Northern Alliance lead- 
ers were expected to discuss the 


formula and give a response to 


Islamabad in the coming days. 
‘Qanooni is a’close aid to opposi- 


tion. military commander. Ahmad 
‘Shah Masdod.—AFP: 
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DUSHANBE, Aug 19: Afghan 
groups allied to opposition com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood have 
rejected Pakistan’s offer to medi- 
ate in peace talks with the Taliban, 
an Afghan delegation said here on 
Thursday. ._ Cee 

“We have rejected the mediation 
proposal of the Pakistani delega- 


tion,” said Muhammad Yunus 


Konuni, head of the Afghan delega- 
tion. | os 

“We-explained to the Pakistani 
representatives that ‘they cannot 
act,as’mediators because a media- 
tor is a neutral and impartial per- 


for mediation 


he told reporters. 


Konuni, who met the Pakistani 
delegation in the Tajik capital, 
called on Pakistan to end its sup- 
port for the Taliban and to with- 
draw its forces from Afghan territo- 


ry. 

Delegations from the Afghan 
oprosition and Pakistan will meet 
again next week, although no firm 


date or venue for the talks have 


been set. | 

- Pakistani officials will travel on 
Saturday to Kandahar, headquar- 
ters of the Taliban. —AFP | 


DUSHANBE (AFP) - Afghan groups 
allied to opposition commander Ahmad 


_ Shah Masood have rejected Pakistan's 


offer to mediate in peace talks with the 
Taliban, an Afghan delegation said here 
Thursday. 

‘We have rejected the mediation pro- 
posal of the Pakistani delegation,’ said 
Muhammad Yunus Konuni, head of the 
Afghan delegation. 

“We explained to the Pakistani repre- 
sentatives that they cannot act as medi- 
ators because a mediator is a neutral and 


impartial person and they are at war 


against us,’ he told reporters. 
Konuni, who met with Pakistani del- 


' egation in the Tajik capital, called on 
' Pakistan to end its support for the Tali- 


ban militia and to withdraw its forces 
from Afghan territory. 

Pakistani officials were to travel Sat- 
urday to the southern Afghan region of 
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Kandahar, headquarters of the Taliban. 
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Kandahar people carried — 
out blast, says opposition 
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KABUL. (AFP) - Afghanistan’ s anti- against the Pakistani invasion. This 

Taliban alliance said Wednesday itwas » ‘shows the ‘hatred of our freedom of 

| not responsible for'any assassination | . loving people against Mulla Omar | 
attempt on the life of the ruling - who brought the Pakistanis to Af- 


KE 


Taliban’s supreme. leader Mulla’ - ghanistan,’ Anwari said. 
Mohammad Omar. *” op... .)*This spirit is strengthening,’ he 

Opposition general Sayed ‘A: wari ; added... - ee \ 
said Tuesday’s massive bomb explo- © -—— pe 
sion near Omar's house in the southern 
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Or ) : 
capital of Kandahar was the result of 
| faiatated locals venting their anger at NATI ON | 
, the militias | 
in ‘We ane take ee for 
this act. We have not doneit. This is re ann | 
| the: reaction of the people: of ? A AUG 399 
ay Kandahar after Pakistan religious . 
Gh scholars.announced a Jehad (Holy 
| War) against Afghan people,’ he 
N 


said. ery 

The anti-Taliban alliance has fought 
a five year civil war against the Taliban 
which has enlisted the support. of Is- 
lamic fundamentalists in Pakistan. 

‘There will be more of such incidents 
against Pakistan,” Anwari said. 

‘Since winning control: over most of 
Afghanistan, the Taliban has imposed FoMee . 
a strict interpretation of Islamic sharia 3 . | 
law while thousands of Pakistan vol- 
unteers have taken up arms against 
the alliance. | 

UN special envoy for Afghani- 
stan Lakdhar. Brahimi has warned 
against the use of Pakistan and Arat 
mercenaries. | 

‘The Kandahar blast is the reac 
tion of the people of Kandaha | 
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-Pakistan’s Afghan peace bid founders 
N. Alliance doubts 


Islamabad impartiality 


KABUL (AFP) - A Pakistani 
initiative to start a peace process 
in Afghanistan has "failed" be- 
cause the anti-Taliban alliance did 
not consider Islamabad an impar- 
tial broker, an opposition’ 
spokesman said Tuesday. 


"The talks failed because the ' 


Pakistanis did not offer anything 
new, nor could they prove in prac- 
tice that they were impartial peace 
mediators," the spokesman 
Abdullah told AFP. 

Another’ opposition figure, 
commander Sayed Hussain 


Anwari, said Pakistan had pre- | 


sented a formula for power-shar- 
ing between the warring sides at 
Monday’s talks in Tajikistan 
with a Northern Alliance delega- 
tion. . 
Anwari, who participasecsinettte™ 
Dushanbe meeting, did not give 
detajls of the formula, but said op- 
position leaders could meet to dis- 
cuss it and give their response to 
Islamabad in the coming days. 


He, however, stressed that. 


Pakistan should end its "interfer- 
ence." The delegation headed by 
top Interior Ministry official 
Rustam Shah _ travelled to 
Tajikistan’s capital Dushanbe on 


.Monday for a second round of 


talks with representatives of the , 
Northern Alliance. 

The delegation held talks with 
the opposition in Dushanbe last | 
week after which it conferred with 
the Taliban leadership in 
Afghanistan before returning to 
the Tajik capital. 

Abdullah said the Northern | 
Alliance would not hold further 
talks with Pakistan until it took 
practical steps to end its "mili- 
tary" support tortie Taliban mili- 
tia. 

"We believe that the short-cut 
to peace in Afghanistan is cessa- 
tion of Pakistani aid to the Taliban 
and despatch of reinforcements of 
troops and volunteers to our coun- 
try," Abdullah stressed. 


Pakistan, which launched the 
mission early last week, has dis- 
missed allegations of military sup- 
port to Taliban as “malicious and 


_ baseless.” It said the aim of its re- 


newed peace efforts was to help the 
warring sides engage in negotia- 
tions to restore peace to the war- 
torn country. 


Abdullah ‘observed international | 


and domestic pressure forced 
Pakistan to initiate the peace move. 
He said Pakistan’s “flagrant in- 


_ volvement” in the Afghan conflict 


| 


had upset its own people as well as 
' the international community. 

The spokesman alleged that the 
| Pakistani “mediators” tried to “‘po- 
litically manipulate” Monday’s 
talks it Dushanbe with a northern 
' alliance delegation headed by 
_ Yunus Qanooni. He did not elabo- 
' rate. 

Qanooni is a close aid to oppo- 
sition military commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood, who stands as the 
last hurdle to the Taliban’s avowed 
goal to extend its more than 80 per 
cent control in Afghanistan to the 
entire country. 

The religious militia accuses 
Tajikistan, Iran, Russia and India of 
backing Masood. 


FRONTIER post 25 AUG 4ag9 


SOLES OS OLD OS OS OS OSCE 





DDL DPEQFRDPRFGRFL FLL 
: | 


(== (—— (= 


SKS Ee 


SES 


CSS ESE 


(Coreen 
Ronee nomen ter] 


(SS 


=) 


= N: 


DL-SL-HV 


Pesan 
REED 


=\X2==N: 


SRSA oS ores Sy < 
















Fighting 


~ wy 
m na 


KABUL, July 31: Fighting had 
eased on Afghanistan’s front lines 
by Saturday morning as the 
Taliban and forces loyal to opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood re-grouped and prepared 
for fresh assaults. 

“There are signs the Taliban are 
preparing for a new wave of 
attacks and we are preparing to 
defend,” an opposition spokesman 
said. 

The Taliban — which controls 80 
per cent of Afghanistan — 
launched its summer offensive on 
Wednesday, aimed at taking 
ground controlled by Masood and 
ending the country’s protracted 
civil war. 

The opposition spokesman said 
the five focal fronts of the offensive 
— the Old Road and New Road, 25 
kilometres north of Kabul, Koh-i- 
Safi, Nejrab and Ghorband were all 
quiet. 

Independent sources confirmed a 
lull in the fighting. A Taliban 
spokesman was unavailable for 
comment. 

However, Taliban aerial bom- 
bardments around the front lines 
continued and fighting had erupted 
in Faryab province in the north 
west, the opposition added. 

Masood and his troops have 
heavily fortified themselves in the 
Panjsher Valley. The southern 
perimeter is ringed by the Old and 
New roads, Koh-i-Safi and the twin 
districts of Tagab and Nejrab. 

Ghorband lies to the valley’s 
west. 

The Panjsher is manned mainly 
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Afghanistan | 


by Tajiks together with ethnic 
Hazaras, Uzbeks and Turkmen. 
Masood’s commanders originated 
from the Mujahideen factions who 
fought the 1978-89 occupation by 
the former Soviet Union. 

In conjunction with other ethnic 
groups they have maintained five 
years of war against the ethnic 
Pashtoon Taliban. 

The opposition spokesman said 
the Taliban still held Nejrab which 
they seized on Wednesday after 
launching infantry assaults from 
nearby Tagab while General Sayed 
Anwari, from Harakat-i-Islarni, said 
casualties were heavy. 

Independent sources say com- 
bined figures from individual 
reports put the number of dead and 
wounded for both sides at more 
than 1,000 after three days of fight- 


ing. 

Masood has also conceded militia 
gains along the New Road towards 
the opposition-held and strategical- , 
ly important Bagram airbase. 


However, Anwari rejected specula-“ 
tion the Taliban had captured 


Bagram. : 

Kabul’s money markets were rife 
with speculation that Bagram had 
been taken by the Taliban, result- 
ing in the Afghani currency gaining 
4.6 per cent against the US dollar 
on Saturday morning, money ven- 
dors said. : i 

“J can tell you that as of this 
morning Bagram has not fallen,” 
Anwari said. Masood’s official 
spokesman Abdullah also said he 
could “categorically deny reports 
Bagram had fallen”.—AFP 
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Masood men 


_ capture 3 
‘Pakistanis’ 


| KABUL, July 31: Afghanistan’s 
' opposition on Saturday said three 
alleged ‘Pakistani mercenaries’ 
fighting with the Taliban had been 
' captured by forces loyal to com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood in 
northern Afghanistan. — | 
| “The three were captured at 
Dara-i-Souf two days ago where the 
fighting has now eased,” General 
Sayed Anwari told AFP. : 
Anwari also. clniffied ‘2,000 
Pakistani mercenariés’ 
. deployed to Qargha 6G 
west outskirts of Kab 


i 





. 


‘on the United Nations and the 


Organisation. of Isl 

‘to exert their influence on 
Islamabad. | 

_ “They need to pressure Pakistan 
to help ease tensions in 

| Afghanistan and to stop interfer- 

' ing,” he said. 

; Pakistan has rejected claims of 
any formal military involvement in 
Afghanistan but has conceded that 
Beene trained in Pakistan 
madrassas could be fighting wit 
the Taliban. : he 

A Taliban spokesman was 


unavailable for comment.—AFP 
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opposition to retreat 


. KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan’s front- 
lines erupted into full scale battle zones 
on Sunday with the ruling Taliban mi- 
litia scoring quick victories and forc- 
ing opposition troops led by command- 
er Ahmad Shah Masood to retreat. 

Opposition and independent sources 
said the Taliban had made substantial 
_ gains in pushing back Kabul’s northern 
frontlines with the heaviest fighting 
centred on Bagram airbase, 50 kilome- 
tres north of the capital. 

“We are no longer on the Old Road. 
Our forces have retreated,’ opposition 
spokesman Abdullah conceded. 

Kabul’s two frontlines had been po- 
sitioned on the Old and New roads 
- about 25 kilometres north of the city. 
They had remained unchanged for three 
years until the Taliban launched the 
summer offensive on Wednesday. 

Abdullah said Masood’s troops had 
withdrawn from the Old Road to defend’ 
Charikar, a provingial city. neighbour. 


ing Bagram airbase. Effectively Kabul’s 


frontlines have been redrawn, : - 


"gy their 


air 
4, ” 


Position by capturing Bagram airbase 
with a fresh assault along the New Road 
that ended a 24-hour lull in fighting 
which enabled both sides to clear out 
‘the dead and wounded. 3 

But later the opposition retook the 
base, opposition and independent sourc- 
essaid, ao ce 

Diplomatic sources in Islamabad said 


' some 300 foreigners who.were fighting 


alongside the Taliban were taken pris- 
oner by the opposition troops at Ba- 
gram, but added the overall military sit- 
uation was precarious for Masood. 


‘Our forces recaptured Bagram. We - 
. launched a counter strike from the north’ 


and from villages around Bagram. Some 


Taliban tanks, about 30, moved out from ‘ 


_ Bagram. Now they are in a semi-siege * out of Kabul airport unimpeded. 


situation,’ Abdullah said. : 


Abdullah conceded the, Taliban had~ 


ames firepower, ' greathy: helped by 
1 MiG jet fighters. ¢ yf} 
“In the’ current offensive they are 


“ 


_ widely using battle tanks and other ar- 
~ doured vehicles as opposed to the Jap- 
The Taliban earlier stunned the op- ' 


anese pick-ups,’ he said. 

Last year the Taliban swept through 
northern and central Afghanistan 
aboard their Japanese four-wheel-drive 
pick-ups, locally known as ‘bipour’. 


The artillery fire and aerial bombard- 
ments were much heavier and louder 
(than in recent memory, with jets 
; scteaming low overhead and shells ex- 
ploding perilously close to homes on 
Kabul’s outskirts. _- 

‘In 1996 it was worse with civil war 
‘being fought in Kabul. But still last 
night was different, very loud, very hot 
fighting, particularly around dawn,’ 
said a resident, Mohammad Yar, 


: 


Independent sources said the Tali-. 


ban’s ability to secure Kabul had vastly 


improved by forcing the opposition into 


_ retreat and knocking out rocket-launch- 


~ ing positions held by Masood along the 


way. No rockets landed on Kabul Sun- 
day and the militia’s aging MiGs flew 


At least 75 rockets have exploded in 
or around the airport in the last three 
months alone. Thirty-one were fired 
from Masood’s positions last week. 

‘Masood can still strike Kabul from 
the Panjsher with longer range rockets 
but for the moment his routine means of 
hitting the Taliban are over,’ one west- 
em observer said. ‘The Taliban have 
had a good day.’ Updated casualty fig- 
ures were unavailable for the fifth day 


_ of the offensive. But independent sourc- 
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The Taliban regime has not comment- 
ed since launching the offensive 
Wednesday. He is the last rival who stands 
between total Taliban control of Afghani- 
stan, following five years of civil war. 

The Islamic militia controls 80 per- 
cent of Afghanistan but Masood holds 
the northeast provinces and has heavily 


“es have said the number of dead and 
wounded from the first four days, on 
‘both sides, could exceed 1,000. 

‘The militia’s biggest problems are 
landmines. Masood has laid them out in 
a very clever way. There are paths 
through the fields but at the end you'll 

_find machine gunners,’ the western ob- 
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~ fortified his forces in the Panjsher Val-- server said. 
v ley which relies on Bagram to the south 
Ay for supplies and arms. 
| Independent sources with close links 
Qf to the Taliban said the militia had 
yi launched separate strikes from bases in NATION 


the Ghorband Valley to the west of Cha- 
rikar and Jabul Saraj. 

Other sources confirmed Taliban in- 
fantry from Ghorband had cut the 
Northern. Highway, an extension of the 
Old Road, between Charikar and Jabul 
Saraj. ‘This means the Taliban are now 
advancing on Masood’s troops and the 
new frontline at Charikar and Bagram 
from the north and from the south,’ one 
independent source said. a 

Across the Afghan capital residents 
complained bitterly over the renewed 
civil war. 
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‘KABUL, Aug 1: Afghan 
frontlines erupted into full 


ing quick victories, forcing 
opposition troops and their 
commander Ahmad Shah 


Masood into a retreat. , 

Sources said the Taliban had 
made substantial gains in push- 
ing back Kabul’s northern 
frontlines with the heaviest 
‘fighting centred on Bagram air- 
base, 50 kilometres north of the 
capital. 

“We are no longer on the Old 
Road. Our forces have retreated,” 
opposition spokesman, Abdullah 
conceded. | 

Kabul’s two frontlines were posi- 
tioned on the Old and New roads’ 
about 25 kilometres north of the 
city. They had remained 
unchanged for three years until the 
Taliban launched its summer offen- 
sive on Wednesday. 

Abdullah said Masood’s troops 
had withdrawn from the Old Road 
to defend Charikar, a provincial 
city neighbouring Bagram airbase. 
Effectively Kabul’s front lines have 
been re-drawn 50 kilometres north 
of the city. a 

The ruling Taliban earlier 
stunned the opposition by captur- 
ing Bagram airbase with a fresh 
assault along the New Road that 
ended a 24-hour lull in the fighting 
which enabled both sides to clean 
out the dead and wounded. 

“Our forces recaptured Bagram. 
We launched a counter strike from 
the north and from villages around 
Bagram. Some Taliban tanks, about 
30, moved out from Bagram. Now 
they are in a semi-siege situation,” 
Abdullah said after conceding ear- 
lier the loss of the airbase. 

A clear picture about the latest 
military situation was nat avail- 
able. Independent sources and 











opposition also claimed that about 
300 Pakistani Taliban were also 


“scale battle zones on Sunday ¢@Pptured when Masood troops 


with the ruling Taliban scor- . 


launched a counter offensive. 

The Taliban has not commented 
since launching its offensive 
against Masood last Wednesday. 
He is the last rival who stands - 
between total Taliban control of 
Afghanistan, following five years of 
civilwar. ay | 

The militia controls 80 per cent 
of the country but Masood holds 
the northeast provinces and has 
heavily fortified his forces in the 
Panjsher Valley which relies on 
Bagram to the south for supplies 
and arms. — 7 

Across the Afghan capital resi- 
dents complained bitterly. | 

The artillery fire and aerial bom- 
bardments were much heavier and 
louder than recent experiences 
with jets screaming low overhead: 
and shells exploding perilously 
close to residential areas on 
Kabul’s outskirts. 

“In 1996 it was worse with civil 
war being fought in Kabul. But still 
last night was different, very loud, 
very hot fighting, particularly. 
around dawn,” local, Mohammad 
Yar, said. : 

However, independent sources 
said the Taliban’s ability to secure. 
Kabul had vastly improved by forc- 
ing the opposition into retreat and 
knocking out rocket launching posi- 
tions held by Masood along the. 
way. ane ages 8 OM AVG : 
No rockets landed on Kabul on, 
Sunday and the militia’s aging fleet 
of MiGs flew out of Kabul airport 
unimpeded for the first time in, 
recent memory. 

At least 75 rockets have explod- 
ed in or around the airport in the 
last three months alone. Thirty-one 
were fired from Masood’s positions: 
last week. 

Updated casualty figures were 
unavailable for the fifth day of the 
offensive.—AFP 
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Masood men join 
Taliban 


: ISLAMABAD, July 31: Two oppo- 
sition commanders and 900 fighters 
surrendered on Saturday to the 
Taliban in the province of Kapisa 
north of Kabul, AIP reported. 

Abdul Hadi Safi with his 600 
troops and Habibullah Afghan with 
300 fighters joined the Taliban in 
the town of Nejrab, the private 
news service said. z 

The Taliban launched an offen- 
sive on Wednesday against opposi- 
tion forces loyal to Ahmad Shah 
Masood. The AIP said the Taliban 
had seized part of Nejrab in their 
current offensive but the two com- 

manders who surrendered were still 
occupying some areas in the 
district—AFP 


Kuwaiti killed in 
Afghanistan 


.KUWAIT CITY, Aug 9: A 
Kuwaiti has been killed in Afghan- 
istan while fighting in: a recent 


offensive for the Taliban imilitia, a |. 


newspaper reported on Monday. 
The man, identified by the initials 
A.B. and his nom-de-guerre Abu 
Maath, was killed in Panjsher 
Valley.—AFP 
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Taliban make strategic gains 


Afghanistan ‘News (Tipping 





Pakistan has no troops. in Afghanistan: FO 


KABUL (AFP) - Taliban forces made 
major strategic gains Monday with the 
capture of the key northern city of Cha- 
rikar and Bagram airbase after heavy 
fighting with troops loyal to opposition 
commander Ahmad Shah Masood, in- 
dependent sources said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) later 
reported the fall of the town of Jabul 
Seraj, 80 kilometers north of Kabul, to 
the Taliban in ‘their push toward 
Masood’s Panjsher valley bastion. _ 


Another AIP report said Taliban - 


troops had also captured Mahmmud-i- 

Ragqi, capital of the northeastern prov- 

ince of Kapisa. : 
The Pakistan-based private news 


service quoted Taliban sources as say- - 


ing Masood’s forces had retreated into 
the Panjsher after dynamiting the en- 
trance to the valley. , 

There was no immediate comment 
from the opposition on the day’s events. 

Independent sources in Kabul said 
hundreds of civilians fled surrounding 
districts as the Taliban troops advanced 
into Charikar. 

‘Taliban troops are in Charikar and 
they have also advanced northwards and 
are on the edge of Jabul Saraj,’ one 
source in Kabul said earlier. 

Jabul Saraj is strategically important 
as it guards access to the Salang Tun- 


links Kabul with northern Afghanistan. 


It is also located close to Gulbahar : » 


district which sits at the mouth of 
Masood’s Panjsher Valley bastion. 


Independent sources said combined . 
dead and wounded figures for both sides ‘ 


from five days of renewed fighting were 


well in excess of 1,000. ‘The number is . 
probably closer to 1,500 by now,’ one | 


foreign aid worker said. 


AIP said at least 28 Masood. soldiers | 


died and many were wounded in the 
fighting for Charikar. The AIP put the 
Taliban losses at five dead. 


It said the Islamic militia also cap- . 


tured 130 opposition fighters and seized 
a large quantity of arms and ammuni- 
tion ih the city. 

- A local journalist said ‘Bagram. air 


base and Charikar town are under firm | 


and complete control of the Taliban. 
The Islamic militia seized back the 
airbase, north of Kabul, after capturing 


and then losing it again within hours on 
Sunday. 

‘Masood forces have retreated into 

the Panjsher valley. There was not much 
fighting and the Taliban entered Chari- 
kar without any resistance early in the 
morning after Masood pulled out.’ 
_ He said Charikar was like a ‘ghost 
town’ with all the shops closed and no 
civilians on‘the streets. Normally 
around 30,000 to 40,000 people live 
there. Ser a 

‘The advance has forced hundreds of 
civilians to flee. Many are heading for 
Kabul and some, particularly Masood 
supporters, will head north or retreat 
into the Panjsher valley,’ one foreign 
aid worker said. _ 

The journalist added the Taliban have 
gone beyond Charikar to Pul-i-Matak, 
70 kilometres north of Kabul. Bagram 
was also totally under Taliban control,. 
he said. . a 

The capture of the Masood stronghold 
and the airport was a major gain for the 
Taliban which launched a summer of- 
fensive last week. The. Islamic militia 


control more than 80 percent of Afghan- 


istan. — 


Masood is the only obstacle to com- ' 


sot 


plete control. . na) 


The offensive came almost immedi- A 
ately after peace efforts by the United: 


nel on the main Salang highway that | Nations failed to find a political resolu- 


tion to the Afghan civil war. 


On Sunday the militia made signifi-. 
cant gains by pushing the Kabul front-: 


lines. back 25 kilometres to the south- 


erm edge of Charikar and Bagram air-. 


base, about 50 kilometres north of the: 
_ war-torn Afghanistan, he said. 


capital. . ‘ 


AIP said the Taliban overran several: 


northern towns on Sunday including. 
Guldara, Shakardara, Istalif, Qarabagh: 
and Farza. No comments were imme- 


diately available from the Taliban or the . 


opposition spokesmen. 


_The Taliban have been waging a five. 


year civil war against forces loyal to 


ethnic Tajik commander Masood who '° 


holds the northeast provinces. 


1 
rr 
x 
: 
a 


Nafees Takkar adds: Habibullah, First 
Secretary of Afghan embassy in Islam- 


abad, told The Nation on Monday that 
Taliban forces have captured Mehmude 


_ Raqi—capital of Kapisa province, Cha- 


‘Tikar—capital of Parwan province, Gul- 
bahar and Jablus Siraj, at the doorsteps 
_ Of Panjsher Valley. Taliban have already 
Strengthened their positions at Charikar 
and Bagram airbase. 
' The frontlines are now positioned 
about 70 kilometers far from the Afghan 
capital, Habibullah said. “Our forces 
can now easily hit Panjsher Valley with 
rockets from Mehmude Ragi,” he said. 
Habibullah, First Secretary of the 
Afghan Embassy got the latest fi ghting 
position from Taliban high authorities 
in Kabul. “Yes, I have a constant con- 
tact with Kabul,” he said. 
He said Taliban’s quick advance to- 


_ wards Panjsher valley has been stopped 


for the time being due to destruction of 
a bridge situated on the mouth of a 


_ mountain pass leading to the valley. The 


bridge called Pol-i-Mutack was de- 


~ Stroyed by Taliban forces, Habibullah 
. Said, to obstruct Taliban’s movement 






‘towards Panjsher.* 
‘Ph@ifall of Panjsher is now immi- 
nent,” e said. He was hopeful of more 
gains for Taliban-and more losses for 
the opposition forces in the coming few 
days.Ghairat Baheer, a former com- 
mander of Hizb-i-Islami of Engineer 
Gulbadin Hikmatyar, now based in Is- 
lamabad, also said that after the capture 
of Mehmude Ragi, Panjsher could pos- 
sibly fall to Taliban. He, however, said 
military positions in Afghanistan al- 
ways remained unpredictable. “ If Tali- 
ban can advance they can also retreat,” 
he said. ¥ 
“For our side, we, however, think that’; 
fighting will not resolve the Afghan is- 
sue, “ Baheer said. Taliban should, rath- - 
er, involve all the Afghans in consulta- 
tions to restore the rule of law in the 


> 
ne 


_ Aspokesman for the National Islam- 
ic Front of Afghanistan led by Pir Gi- 


Jani also predicted fall of Panjsher Val- 


ley to Taliban. He was not sure that 
when Taliban. will capture the valley, 
locked in the small hills adjacent to the 


_Hindukush peak series. National Islam- 


ic Front is a pro-King Zahir group. | 
Former governor of eastern provinc- 
es including Nangrahar and Kunar, Hajj 


Service. that their troops were still oc- 
cupying positions on the hill tops of 
Salang in the north-east, about 90 kil- 
ometers, of Kabul. He said their forces 
were in a striking distance. Haji Qadee1 


iE Qadeer, however, told BBC Pashtc 
. 


forms part of the Anti-Taliban North- 
em Alliance. .° ° a 


APP from Islamabad adds: Foreign 
Office Spokesman on Monday rejected 
‘allegations leveled by former President 
- of Afghanistan Burhanuddin Rabbani 
that Pakistan’s forces were meddling ir 
the war-shattered country. 
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Masood retreats 
to Panjsher, 


losing two towns 


CHARIKAR (Afghanistan), Aug 
2: Opposition leader Ahmad Shah 
Masood and his fighters retreated 
to their Panjsher valley stronghold 
on Monday after the Taliban forces 
captured two key towns and an air 
base. 

The Taliban captured the strate- 
gically important towns of 
Charikar, 60kms from Kabul, and 
Mahmud-i-Ragqi, capital of nearby 
Kapisa province, after weekend 
fighting which gave them Masood’s 
Bagram air base, a major prize. 

Thousands of Taliban fighters on 
tanks, armoured personnel carriers 
and four-wheel drive pickups head- 
ed north towards the Panjsher val- 
ley in pursuit of Masood and his 
fighters, less than a week into a 
summer offensive aimed at silenc- 
ing him. 

Masood, an ethnic Tajik and mil- 
itary commander of the govern- 
ment the Taliban toppled three 
years ago, is the last major hurdle 
facing the Taliban in its drive to 
gain total domination of the coun- 


try. 

The fall of Charikar, which 
resembled a ghost town on Monday 
morning, gave the Taliban control 
of the whole Shomali region and 
pushed back front lines only 25kms 
from Kabul which allowed Masood 
to rocket the capital for the past 
three years. 

Charikar is only about 30kms 
from Panjsher and lies on the main 
road that links the south and 
north of the country through the 
Salang pass in the Hindukush 
mountains. 

Masood holds heights around 
Salang, which has a narrow link 
through the mountains to the 
Panjsher, his birthplace and the 
site of three failed Taliban attacks 
in recent years. 

“Masood has blown up the 
entrance of Panjsher and has 


DAWN 


retreated to the valley,” one 
Taliban commander told Taliban 
Information Minister Mullah Amir 
Khan Muttagi, who drove to 
Charikar with Kabul-based 
reporters. 

_Muttagi denied media reports 
and opposition charges that thou- 
sands of Pakistani and Arab 
recruits were involved in the cap- 
ture of Charikar, capital of Parwan 
province. | 

“Our foreign and domestic ene- 
mies have been waging a propa- 
ganda war that our victories were 
made possible with the participa- 
tion of Pakistani and Arab fight- 
ers,” Muttaqi said. 

“They want to give the credit 
and honour of our gains to foreign- 
ers. It is not true. Can you see 
any foreigners here?” he asked 
journalists who visited the desert- 
ed town. 

The journalists saw only Taliban 
fighters and said the town was 
barely damaged, suggesting that 
Masood’s defenders had fled the 
Taliban’s pre-dawn advance. 


All shops were shut and the only . 


civilians were a few perplexed 
women leaving the city. The bodies 
of half a dozen young men lay on 
the sides of streets adjacent to the 
city 


sive UN-backed peace talks. The 
Taliban say Masood should surren- 
der and join their administration 
but Masood wants an interim gov- 
ernment grouping all factions and 
ethnic groups. | 


The Taliban argue that complete. 


domination of the country should 
reinforce their claim to be recog- 


The Taliban mounted the offen- 
sive days after the end of inconclu-| 


nized as the legal government of » 


Afghanistan. It is viewed as such 
only by Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and 
the United Arab Emirates. 
—Reuters 


New attacks 
launched on 
Taliban posts 


KABUL, Aug 17: The Afghan 
opposition said on Tuesday it had 
launched a series of attacks on 
Taliban forces in a bid to pile pres- 
sure on the militia and draw its 
troops away from Kabul. 

Opposition spokesman Abdullah 
said 80 Taliban soldiers were killed 
in an attack in the eastern 
provinces of Kunar, Laghman and 
Nangarhar near the Pakistan bor- 


' der and the Khyber Pass. 


A further 12 Taliban died during 
a strike on militia positions in cen- 
tral Ghor province where the oppo- 
sition temporarily held the provin- 
cial capital of Chaghhcharan, he 
said. . : 

“One of the aims of these opera- 
tions is to draw Taliban soldiers 
away from Kabul front lines and to 
put more pressure on the militia,” 
Abdullah said. 

The Taliban have pushed the 
Kabul front lines back to 50kms 
north of the capital since it laun- 
ched its summer offensive against 
forces loyal to Ahmad Shah Masood 
on July 28. : 

However, Taliban authorities 
said opposition strikes in the east 
had been repulsed. 

“A plot by the enemy was neu- 
tralized in Kunar and Nangarhar 
and the perpetrators were pun- 
ished,” the militia’s official broad- 
caster Radio Shariat said. 

Abdullah said fighting was heavy 
on Tuesday morning near Asad- 
abad, in central Kunar. , 

“These operations prove the 
Taliban lie, their claims that they 
have brought security to Afghanis- 
tan. People rise against them when- 
ever they can seize the opportuni- 
ty,” he said. 

The Kabul front lines were quiet 
throughout the day.—AFP 
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By Nafees Takkar 





ISLAMABAD - Taliban Tuesday 
captured Sher Khan port bordering» 
Tajikistan and Imam Sahib district of 
the northern province of Kunduz as 
guns remained silent in the north of 
Kabul, Taliban embassy officials con- 
firmed here. 

The Tuesday’s gains gave Taliban the 
only remaining port of Sher Khan on 
river Oxus so, far held by the opposi- 
tion forces, which also led to the total 
fall of the province of Kunduz. The 
provinces of Takhar and Badakhshan, 
both under the control of the opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
are bordering the Kunduz province. 

Taliban captured the other port called 
Hairathan on the same river, bordering 
Uzbekistan one year ago in their offen- 
sive against former commander of 
northern provinces General Rashid | 
Dostum. The two dryports at Turghun- 
di on Afghan-Turkmenistan border and 
Islam Qilla on Afghan-Iran border were 
quite earlier captured by Taliban. 


steps of Panjsher valley, earlier on Mon- 


day | 
Their frontlines are now positioned 
about 70 kilometers far from the Af- 


ghan Capital and are at a striking dis- | 


tance from, Panjsher valley. | 
Since the launching of the fresh‘sum- 
mer offensive on Wednesday last by 
Taliban, the Opposition Northern Alli- 
ance lost three provinces—Parwan, 
Kapisa and Kanduz. Taliban pushed 


Masood troops as back as 75 kilometers - 


towards their stronghold, Panjsher from 
Capital Kabul during the week-long | 
fighting. Only one week ago Masood 
forces were as close as 25 kilometer to 
Kabul. Me ae! a 
The fighting was also expensive in 
terms of casualties. The unofficial re- 


ports say so far over 1000 people were - 
' killed in the fighting living more as in- 


jured. Both sides claim of incurring 
heavy casualties upon each other. 
100,000 civilians flee 


... AFP adds: At least 100,000 civilians..; 
_ have fled the advancing Taliban caus- 
‘ing a widespread refugee crisis. —- 
+ The opposition claimed 250,000 ref- 


_. On Friday, Taliban chief Mulla Mo- 
hammad Omar denied Pakistani. sol- 


diers were involved in the militia’s of- 
fensive and Islamabad also denied the 


Charges. ae 
| - Masood said the irregular forces 


fighting alongside the Taliban includ- 
ed supporters’ of Afghanistan-based 


Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden, who 


is on Washington’s most wanted list for 


. his suspected role in two deadly bomb 
'_ attacks on US embassies in east Africa 
last year. Independent sources said the 
collapse of Masood’s frontlines had 
triggered a flight of civilians who feared 
Taliban retribution for’ supporting 
‘Masood. As an ethnic Tajik Masood 
enjoys popular support among the Tajik 


é 


dominated area. 


‘Civilians are continuing to flee.'At 


- least 200,000 people fled into the Pan- 


jsher within 24 hours. Afghanistan has 
never seen anything like that,’ opposi- 


. tion spokesman Abdullah said. 
*' *+ “There are now 250,000 refugees in 


the valley. They have little water and 
have had no food for two days and there 
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- Taliban’s latest victories has brought “ ugees had fled to the Panjsher Valley: ‘is nothing our people can do,’ an oppo- 
them in direct geographical links with where anti-Talibancommander Ahmad __Sition commander said from the Pan- 
three Central Asian Republics, namely, Shah Masood remains the last obstacle. JSher, appealing for international help. 
Uzbekistan at Hairathan, Tajikistan at _ to total Taliban domination of Afghan--, .. In Kabul, there were further. reports 
Sher Khan port and Turkmenistan at _istan. op Of civilians fleeing the fighting in tens 
Turghundi. : _' “There are a bare minimum ‘100,000 : . Of thousands after the’ militia told lo- 
“The advance march was launched on ' refugees in the valley who have fled the. Cals in areas previously held by Masood 
Tuesday from Kunduz centre towards ' fighting and this is a very big humani--_ t0 leave until the militia could Secure 

Imam Sahib district and later towards” tarian crisis. The civilian population is the area. ae ee nat 
Sher Khan port and both were captured maybe 300,000 so it could be much ~._ ‘They are streaming down the Old 
_ successfully,” said Habibullah, First higher,’ one western source said. Road and seeking refuge with relatives, 
Secretary of Afghan embassy inIslam- The exodus follows six days of the . friends and anyone.in Kabul who can 

abad. The two ports on river Oxus are Taliban’s summer offensive which has help,’ the independent source said. 
now under the control of. Taliban, he forced Masood to retreat from frontlines . _ Abdullah-said the Taliban were near 
added. Tajik border town called Qizil north of Kabul... | * the Salang Tunnel which links the coun- 
Qilla can now be seen from this side of Backed by tanks, artillery and infan- . ‘ry’s north and south through the Hin- 
the Afghan-Tajik border, i. try, the militia has ‘march ed through * du Kush at an altitude of 3,300 metres 
Imam Sahib is the hometown of Gul- Ba, tb taken Charikar and “#4 while the opposition was preparing for 

; : 1. ..| Bagram airbase, taken Charikar J 
badin Hekmafyar;leader of the Hizb-e- | 511 saraj with the opposition conced- fresh assaults inthe far north, = 

Islami of Afghanistaft.‘Sher Khan port | ;: Lctpieale were nowitlosiig in onl If the Taliban take the tunnel, this 
is about 30 kilometers in the south west | seeiki hly important Salang Tunnel. _ Would enable the militia to link its 
of Imam Sahib town, s@id.the Afghan mee Ly ee s troops from the south with the north and 
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embassy official. From proper. Kunduz | 
town, Sher Khan port lies at a distance 
of about 60 kilometers. . | ! 
On Tuesday, Taliban took a breather | 
‘in the north of Kabul and did not order | 
their troops to enter the pass leading to" 
Panjsher valley. They have reached to 
the mouth of the mountainous pass 
which could land the invaders in the 
Panjsher town. 
. Taliban officials say the march on 
Panjsher was halted for the time being. 
Their movement towards the stronghold 
of Masood is believed to have been 
stopped due to the destruction of a 
bridge called Pul-i-Mutack, situated on 
the pass. 
‘ Taliban forces captured Mehmude 
Raqi — Capital of Kapisa province, Cha- 
rikar — Capital of Parwan province, 


i 


The capture of the strategic Bagram 


| airbase ‘does not constitute a major loss _ 
... since we Stopped using it a long time. © 


ago,’ Masood insisted in an overnight 
satellite telephone interview with a Bei- 
rut Arabic daily. La aioe oe 

The airbase ‘could easily. be targeted 
with heavy weapons by the Taliban’ so 
the opposition had long relied on the 
‘safer’ option of reinforcing its posi- 


tions by land, the opposition command-. . 


er told Al-Mustaqbal. : | 
Masood said his commanders had 
ordered a retreat in a bid to save the lives 


ing. ., 

Masood blamed intervention by Pa- 
kistani and Arab forces for the new ad- 
vances by the Taliban. . ; 


allow for a mass assault on the north. 
' Abdullah said Taliban commanders 


_ were expected to attack the northern 


‘. city of Talogan and attempt to sweep 
~ across the north from west to east and 

,__.cut the opposition’s supply routes to the 
-. Panjsher from Tajikistan... 
«.- ‘We expect this but so far it hasn’t 
. happened,’ Abdullah said. =. 


The AIP also reported Tuesday the 
Taliban had captured Hairatan port on 


~ the Amu Darya (Oxus River) that forms 


the border between Afghanistan and 


of civilians caught up in the heavy fight- - Tajikistan. | 


Abdullah denied the report and no 
independent confirmation was immedi- 
ately available. 
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Omar offers amnesty to opposition forces 


KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban’s su- | 


preme leader urged the opposition to 
surrender Wednesday as fresh fighting 
erupted in north Afghanistan with a 
major offensive to capture the whole 
country entering the second week. 

Fighting was reported around the 
newly established frontlines about 100 
kilometres north of Kabul while“the 
militia claimed new victories in the 
northern province of Kunduz. 


In an open letter to opposition forces 


the militia’s chief Mulla Mohammad 


Omar offered an amnesty to the oppo- - 
'/ sition. ; 7 


‘All those people who are still with 
the opposition are requested not to stand 
against their religion or country and lay 
down their arms. - ; a: 

‘If they give up the resistance I de-_ 


-Clare.an amnesty for them according to 


which their lives and property will be 
safe,’ Omar said. ° 

Tens of thousands of people are said 
to be fleeing the fighting, flooding into 
the capital Kabul and other areas in 


ay 
il war againsbthe militia, blew. up the 


_ €ntrance to the Panjsher Valley on Mon- 


day to block the Taliban from his main 


base. 


_ But, the militia, which controls 80 per 
cent of Afghanistan claimed it had tak-_ 
en the district of Imam Sahib in the far - 


north. ‘- 


'. Taliban information’ minister’ Mulla * 
Amir Khan Muttaqi, said troops were 
securing areas around Imam Sahib and 
the border areas between Afghanistan 


and Tajikistan. 


‘ 


“We have also captured Sher Khan 
Bander,’ Muttaqi said: Sher Khan 
Bander is a port town on the Amu Riv- 
er which borders Afghanistan and 


Tajikistan... 


Analysts expect the Taliban to launch . 
the second wave of its summer cam- 
paign eastwards from Imam Sahib and 
target the provincial city of Talogan : 
which straddles key supply routes head- . 
ing south to the Panjsher Valley. Its aim 
is to wipe out the last pockets of resist- 


ance to.its rule. 


search of a safe haven. — a 
Opposition commander Ahmad Shah ~ 


Masood, who has fought a five year civ- | 


Taliban cla 


From page 1 
militia had been repulsed from Imam 
Sahib while opposition troops were 
holding the high groynd around Jabul 
Seraj. ‘While Jabel Saraj remains a vir- 
tual no man’s land, the Taliban militia 
is unable to advance further northwards. 

‘Their troops were repulsed from the 
district of Imam Sahib and surround- 
ings districts, Previous frontlines re-. 
main intact,’ Anwari said. 


_ Taliban accused of forcing people to 


leave homes 
Meanwhile, the opposition and Ka- 


bul residents accused the militia of forc- 


ing people to leave their homes and 
moving them by bus to eastern Jalala- 
bad. ‘This is very serious. The Taliban 
are forcing people out of their houses 
while claiming to protect the people, 
300,000 people have left fearing Tali- 
ban savagery,’ opposition spokesman 
Abdullah said. | 

Rejecting the opposition claim, Tali- 
ban’s Minister of Information Mulla 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said 1,800 families 


t 
ees 
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were taken to the eastern. province of 


Nangarhar to safeguard them against 


fighting. 


He said the transfer was in keeping 


with international laws covering civil- 
ians in war zones and was done because 

the opposition had used civilians and 
their homes as ‘human shields’. 

The families have settled in Sar Sha- 
hi, a desert camp out of the provincial 
capital Jalalabad which used to house 
tens of thousands of people displaced 
from Kabul in the 1994 Mujahideen 
factional fighting, he said. 

‘Some 1,800 families have so far 
reached Jalalabad and the same number 
have been brought to Kabul where spe- 
cial ‘places will be allocated for them,’ 

‘the minister said. 

Independent sources say a‘ further 

100,000 people had scattered across the 
-Opposition-held Panjsher Valley.’ : . 

However, independent sources said 
Taliban motives were based on sécur- 
ing the civilian population in safe areas 


At tet er + Tee Ieee ir ee a 


im new victories — 


Opposition general, Sayed Anwari 
disputed the Taliban’s claim saying the. 
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- of Kabul where the militia has over-run_ 


Opposition positions. | . : 
- Muttaqi said the move was temporary 
while Jalalabad local authorities had 


provided food, water and security meas- _ 


ures for them. He reassured refugees in 
the Panjsher Valley they could return 
to Kabul safely. 

It is a ‘legal’ practice in the ‘particu- 
lar military situation’ and does not tar- 
get any group in particular, he said when 
asked why the families were being re- 


. located, 


and away from front lines to the north 
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~ Taliban chief 
offers amnesty to 
Masood forces 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 4: The 
supreme leader of Afghanistan’s 
Taliban movement on Wednesday 
issued a thinly-veiled appeal to 
forces loyal to his last real foe, 
Ahmad Shah Masood, to defect to 
advancing Taliban troops. 

“ The life and property of those 
joining (the Taliban) will be pro- 
tected and those opposing (us) will 
be regarded as rebels acting in the 
interest of internal and external 
enemies,” Mullah Mohammad 
Omar said in a statement. 

It was issued through the inde- 
pendent Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) news agency as thousands of 
Taliban fighters closed in on the 
last strongholds of Masood in the 
Panjsher valley and northeastern 
provinces. 

The Taliban launched a major 
offensive to crush Masood one 
week ago and have captured key 
ground held by Masood, military 
commander of the government the 
Taliban ousted in 1996, in an 


_ advance on several fronts across 


| 
} 
} 


Afghanistan. 

Omar said the Taliban’s sole pur- 
pose was to impose Islamic law 
across the country. 


The statement, issued against a 


background of warnings of ethnic 


reprisals by both sides, said the 


Taliban were not motivated by 
revenge. 

* Our military movement is not 
for revenge. Masood, (ousted presi- 
dent Burhanuddin) Rabbani and 
(their ally Abdurrab Rasul) Sayyaf 
are using you for their own inter- 
ests. You should take benefit of the 
general amnesty ,and join the 
Islamic emirate (government),” the 
statement said. 

Omar asked all his fighters to 
protect the life and property of 
opponents joining their ranks and 
to treat prisoners of war well... 

Masood, who has retreated into 
his Panjsher valley bastion, was 
the military commander of the gov- 
ernment of Rabbani, who was 
chased from Kabul when the 
Taliban seized power three years 
ago. Sayyaf is a Masood associate. 

Western military analysts said 


they expected the Taliban to try to 


win over Masood’s supporters in 
the northeastern provinces of 


Badakshan, Kunduz and Takhar 
rather than extend their forces on 


distant fronts.—Reuters 


Taliban attack 
across Kabul 
frontlines 


‘ KHAIR KHANA PASS (Afghan- 


istan), Aug 11: Afghanistan’s rul- 
ing Taliban launched a pre-dawn | 


strike across front lines to the 
north of Kabul and captured two 
strategic districts, militia sources 
and reports said on Wednesday. 


Taliban commanders here on. 


the northern outskirts of Kabul 
said the districts of Sarai Khawaja 
and Kalakan, 35 kilometres north 
of Kabul, were captured from 
forces loyal to commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood. 

.“We smashed ‘through their 


frontlines around 8:00am and 


advanced on Kalakan,”.one com- 


_ mander told AFP. 


In Kabul, the heavy’ artillery 
shelling across the front was clear- 
ly audible for about four hours 
until it subsided around 8:00am. 

The militia’s claim was backed 


by a report from Pakistan-based 


Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) but dis- 
puted by the opposition. 

AIP said the fighting was heavy 
and at least 13 troops from both 


| sides were killed. Another 24 were 


injured, . 

The militia also carried out a 
bombing raid on a Masood convoy 
about 70 kilometres north of 
Kabul, AIP said in a statement. 

However, an opposition spokes- 


_ man said the fighting was restrict- 


ef (If (me Bun op 9 a a 


ed to artillery duels and there 
were no changes to the front line. 


“There was a lot of shelling but | 
’ there was no infantry engagements 


and the front lines have not 
changed. The Taliban have not 
advanced,” he said.—AFP 
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Masood forces 
recapture 
Key towns 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 5: Anti- 
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‘| Taliban fighters in Afghanistan 
recaptured their Bagram airbase 
and key towns in a surprise 
counter-attack against the Islamic 
militia, a Taliban official and inde- 
pendent sources said on Thursday. 
The unexpected counter-strike 
was launched by the forces of oppo- 
sition leader Ahmad Shah Masood 
overnight and forced the Taliban to 
retreat from Bagram and the towns 
of Charikar, Jablus Seraj, 
Mahmood-i-Raqi and Gulbahar. 
“The opposition forces attacked 
last night and we feared ' civilian 


casualties and retreated. It was a - 


tactical retreat,” the Taliban’s 
Information Minister Amir Khan 
Muttaqi told the independent 
Afghan Islamic Press news agency. 

“We will soon start our clean-up 
operation in a very organized way,” 
the Taliban official said. 

Bagram and the recaptured 
towns lie in a belt of land, some 
80kms north of Kabul, which 
Masood’s forces have controlled for 
more than two years, denying the 
Taliban complete domination of 
. the broken state. 

Independent sources said 
Taliban fighters were retreating 
towards Kabul along the same 
roads they advanced just over one 
week ago in an attempt to crush 
Masood, a veteran military com- 
mander who controls northeastern 
provinces. 

“The Taliban forces would 
appear to be in retreat along a 
number of fronts and in some disar- 
ray,” said one source. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation of opposition claims that 
up to 1,000 Taliban fighters and 
their Pakistani and Arab backers 
had been killed by a counter-attack 
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~ 


Panjsher valley stronghold. 

In New Delhi, a spokesman for 
the government the Taliban top- 
pled three years ago — forcing 
Masood to flee to the Panjsher val- 
ley — said Taliban casualties were 
extremely high. 

Masood Khalili told Reuters: “I 
have been told that it cannot be 
less than 1,000 wounded or kill 
adding that many Taliban tanks 
and weapons had been captured. . 

Bagram was the first target of the 


Taliban offensive. It is Masood’s 


main military supply line and sits 
close. to-the: Panjsher valley, a nat-- 
ural fortress from which the ethnic 


_ Tajik has led three years of. resis- 


tance to Taliban rule. . 

The Taliban want to crush 
Masood to extend their control of 
90 per cent of the country, to rein- 
force their demand to be recog- 
nized as the legitimate govern: 
ment... 

- Opposition spokesmen have 
accused the mainly ethnic Pashtun 
Taliban of forcing an exodus of 
Tajiks from battle zones, but the 
Taliban said it had only asked civil- 


ians to shift to safety. 


The Taliban have scrapped plans 
to move women, children and the 
elderly who fled the fighting to a 
makeshift camp near Jalalabad on 
the border with Pakistan, after 
many broke down in tears on learn- 
ing that they would be transferred 
there. 

Independent sources said the 
militia would return some 8,000 dis- 
placed people already in the Sar 
Aahi camp to Kabul, and that other 
people fleeing the fighting would 
be housed in the gutted fornier 
Soviet embassy in a Kabul sub- 
urb.—Reuters 
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Mi Retakes Bagram airport, is 30 kms away from capital: 
Taliban retreated because of locals uprising: 500 killed 





Opposition recaptures al | 
areas north of Kabul 





By Nafees Takkar — 





ISLAMABAD - Afghanistan’s oppo- 
sition Northern Alliance Thursday re- 
captured almost all the areas north of 
Kabul it had lost to the ruling Taliban 
in its week long summer offensive, Tal- 
iban Information Minister’s office con- 
firmed from Kabul. 

But the official in Amir Khan Mutta- 
qi’s office said Taliban retreated from 
the newly captured areas because of 
uprisings by local people. 

“The people started firing from inside 
their homes. Taliban pulled back from 
there to avoid heavy civilian casualties,” 
he told The Nation. 

Taliban lost Mahmoud Raqi, capital 
of Kapisa, Charikar, capital of Parawan 
province, Nijrab, Jablus Siraj and Gul- 
bahar at the mouth of Panjsher valley, a 
stronghold of opposition commander 


St rename eee anneen 


‘Kabul defence, 


: 






; the capital, reports said. - 


heights on the front lines. : & = © 


close to Bagram,” he said:.. 
around the Kabul belt and in Kabul.” 


ee ee Henan en En rae atnte E—EeNaRR, & 


-ments. 


Over the next week the militia Scored 

a stunning series of victories and forced 
the opposition to abandon Bagram Air- 3 

- base, 50 kilometres north of Kabul, and|’ back-under our control.”. 
retreat into the heavily fortified Panj sher . 


Talibat an i shore up 


ee KABUL (AFP) - “Taliban troops w were 
shoring up defences around the capital 
Kabul on Saturday as the Afghan. Op-. 
, position closed in around the twin dis- 
‘tricts of Tagab and Nijrab, north-east of. 


- Taliban Information Minister. Mulla 
‘Amir Khan Muttaqi said soldiers had 
been re-deployed from the north and 
central provinces to the Afghan capital ; 
but said the niilitia had held onto: Key | 


_ “We still hold the strategic’ ‘heights | 
like the hill tops to the east of Bagram ; 
airbase. We control Barikaw Bridge 


“More troops have:been deployed | 


cone ceemtnarmtnetins + 


Ten days ago the Taliban launched its |. 
summer offensive:from Tagab and 
quickly took nearby Nijrab ina battery 
of artillery and tank shelling, aerial; 
bombardments and infantry engage-| 





> 


Ahmed Shah Masood. . 

The Taliban official claimed, howev- 
er, that their fighters were still holding 
mountain tops in areas close to the op- 
position positions. 

Thurday’s fighting brought the front- 
line from the opening to Panjsher val- 
ley to Mir Bacha Kot, 30 kilometres to 


the north of Afghanistan’s capital Ka- . 


bul, the Taliban official said. ° 
The opposition also captured the lone 


” Bagram airport claimed Ghairat Baheer, _ 


a close aide of a Taliban opposed lead- 
er, Gulbadin Hikmatyar. 


This is for the third time that Taliban . 


advances towards Panjsher valley have 
met with failure. 

The previous two occasions were in 
1996 and 1998 when Taliban were dealt 
with heavy casualties. This time, how- 
ever, the Taliban claim they lost five to 
six men at Jablus Siraj. 

The Taliban have maintained. their 


vale 


a counterstrike and has since regained 
nearly all territory lost to the militia and 


pushed the front lines back to within ies 


30 kilometres of Kabul. 


In Kabul, signs the militia was bol- | 
_stering the city’ s defences | were, obvi- 


ous. 


Residents who had ventured beyond , 
the front lines to check’on relatives and | 
friends said the situation, was calm. 


“I went to Deh Sabz Pass and people 
were relaxed and drinking tea,” one, lo-. : 
‘cal resident said.“ = *. 

An opposition sookesman: said over- 
night fighting focussed on ‘Tagab and. 
‘Nijrab while Taliban fighter jets, had. ; 
carried out four sorties on Masood’s 


bases in the Panjsher Valley. 
“There were civilians killed in the 


“bombing raids but we’re still assessing. 
the damage,” he told. AFP. “At Nijrab_ 


and Tagab both districts will soon be 


phe “abe ‘ 


The opposition spokesman “said bes 


But on Thursday: Sasson com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Masood launched | 


or 


regional peace: and. stability,” Annan 








hold on areas they had captured in Kun- 
duz province. 

_Earlier on Tuesday Taliban took Sher 
Khan port. bordering Tajikistan and 
Imam Sahib district of the northern 
province of Kunduz. 

The Tuesday’s gains had given Tali- 
ban the only remaining port of Sher 
Khan on river Oxus so far held by the 
opposition forces, which also led to the 
total fall of the province of Kunduz. The 
provinces of Takhar and Badakhshan, 
both under the control of the opposi- 
tion commander Ahmad Shah Masood, 
are bordering the Kunduz province. 

AFP adds: Earlier Thursday opposi- 
tion forces claimed to have advanced 
to within 50 kilometers of Kabul in a 
heavy counter attack which they say has 
left up to 500 Islamic militiamen dead. 

The opposition were supported by 
thousands of sage who just two days ago 


‘Bee 8 Nest Baus 


. tween 800 and 1,000 Taliban fighters 


were killed in the counter offensive. . 
After a five-year civil war, the ethnic 
| Pashtoon Taliban control most of Af- 
ghanistan and is attempting to capture 
,the nartheast provinces held by 
Masood, his ethnic Tajiks and an alli- 
_ance of Uzbeks, Hazaras and Turkmen. 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan on 


Friday appedled to the six countries 

~, bordering Afghanistan to honour .a 
Hundreds of well-armed Taliban were . 
cruising the streets in four-wheel drive 

_ pick-ups while authorities had.erected 

a series of check posts and were search- . 

: ing for illegal arms. and munitions. 


pledge to keep out of the civil war; lest 

it become a “trans-national conflict.”. 
“Even as a purely, internal conflict, 

the Afghan crisis is a clear menace to 


. Said in ajstatement. 
He said he was disturbed iy reports 


“that there are now thousands of non- 
Afghan. nationals, taking part in the’ 


fighting. ‘ 3 ‘ f 
~ And Chitia’’ s foreign ministry on Sat- 


_urday reportedly said it regretted the 
: escalation of fighting in Afghanistan 


and urged the two'sides to reach a set- 
tlement. 

Beijing, which shares a 1 border with 
northern Afghanistan, fears that a deci- 
sive Taliban, victory in Afghanistan’s 
civil war could risk destabilising the 


, three ex-Soviet Muslim-dominated re- 


publics = Kazakhstan, Tadjikistan and 
Ky Teystai ++ on its bord ers. 3. 
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Opposition recaptures all 


areas north of Kabul 


From page 1 

sought refuge with the opposition. 
Anti-Taliban General Sayed Anwari 

said those Taliban who resisted were 

killed immediately and the militia had 


lost nearly half the area it captured in — 


the first week of its summer offensive. 
Anwari said 250 Taliban were taken 


prisoner, including large numbers of | 


Arabs and Pakistanis, and 10 tanks and 
15 artillery pieces were captured. — 

‘By late afternoon Jabul Seraj, Cha- 

rikar and elsewhere were completely 
under our control. Bagram has been cut 
off from Taliban supply line and its fall 
is inevitable,’ Anwari said. 
_ The battle zone begins 50 kilometres 
north of Kabul and stretches from Ba- 
gram airbase and Charikar along the 
Northern Highway to Jabul Seraj and 
Gulbahar at the start of the opposition- 
held Panjsher Valley. 

At least 100,000 civilians fled into the 
Panjsher Vaffey as advancing Taliban 
troops swept down the highway earlier 
this week and forced Masood to retreat 
into the Panjsher. 


There are no foreign aid workers left 


and civilians who stayed behind were 
evacuated by Taliban commanders to 
Kabul. Information minister Mulla 
Amir Khan Muttaqi said this was done 
in accordance with international law to 
ensure the safety of non-combatants.. 

However, independent sources said 
male refugees had joined Masood’s 
ranks after they learned the militia had 
separated women and children from 
their husbands in Kabul. 

Women and children were then relo- 
cated to Jalalabad in the east. 

One Afghan analyst from Kabul Uni- 
versity described the battle as tribal, 
saying: ‘In Afghanistan you can be 
forgiven for committing a massacre 
but never touch women and chil- 
dren.’ 

From the Panjsher spokesman for 
French foreign aid group Medicins du 
Monde (MDM), Julian Bousac, said 
Masood’s fighters had been concentrat- 


ESCSZE 


ed in the lower part of the valley frou 
where the offensive was launched. 

‘It appeared the opposition had 
launched its counter offensive. Now we 
hear that Jabul Seraj has fallen and per- 
haps Charikar as well but it’s impossi- 
ble to confirm from here,’ he told AFP 
by telephone. 

The opposition’s main spokesman 


.. Abdullah said opposition troops had 
‘moved out of the heavily fortified Pan- 


jsher Valley late Wednesday and taken 
Gulbahar near the entrance of the val- 
ley before advancing west to the North- 
ern Highway at Jabul Seraj. | 

He said a large number of Taliban had 
fled into the surrounding mountains 


while opposition ranks were bolstered. 


by refugees in the Panjsher who want- 
ed to recapture their homes. g 


Bousac said most refugees had since : 


left the valley with mostly women and 
children heading northwards towards 
Takhar province. 

‘They have nothing and there is no 
news of them. The mosques and schools 
were full of women and lost children, 


there was no means of providing food 


for them,’ he said. 

Abdullah said that an opposition plea 
made earlier this week for help in cop- 
ing with the mostly Tajik fonigees had 
fallen on deaf ears. 

“We made the plea and no one helped 
us. No one did anything. So we Lec to 
do something,’ he told AFP. 

The Islamic militia had earlier over- 
run the areas after it launched a major 
offensive on July 28 in a bid to neutral- 
ise Masood, the last potent military ri- 
val, 

On Wednesday Taliban chief Mulla 
Mohammad Omar asked the opponents 
to surrender and offered a general am- 
nesty after his militia’s sweeping gains 
north of Kabul. 

US plotting to end Taliban rule: 

JUI 7 


Jamiatul Ulema-e-Islam has charged 
the United States with plotting to end 
the Taliban Govt on the pretext of at- 
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tack against Osama bin Laden (wanted 
by Washington for his alleged involve- 
ment in:bomb attacks on US Embas- 
sies in Kenya and Tanzania in August, 
1998). | 

“We are: absolutely not ready to ac- 
cept your (US) argument that your at- 


- tack is against Osama bin Laden (who 


lives in Afghanistan as guest of the Is- 
lamic Emirate). The US wants end of 
an Islamic poverument: under its pre- 
text. 

“Therefore, if you took such steps for 


' end of an Islamic government obvious- 


ly you may invite difficulty for your- 
self. For this purpose, the US will have 
to take initiative for changing its atti- 
tude,” warned Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
Amir of JUI-F in an interview with 


| .BBC Thursday. 


- The US has sharply reacted over 
statement of Maulana Fazlur Rehman 
that American citizens will be attacked 
if US attacked Afghanistan to search 
Saudi dissident Osama bin Laden. 
The JUI (F) Amir-who met Ameri- 


. can diplomats in Islamabad on Tuesday 


said he made it very clear to them (US 
diplomats) that normal positions exists 
till the US does not attack, otherwise 
“we will stand by our stand. If we are 
not safe from the Americans on our own 
territory, then how the Americans will 
be safe on our territory.” 

He referred to reports in Pakistani 
newspapers last month that the US was 
once again going to attack Afghanistan. 
He said, after his party expressed se- 
vere reaction in this regard. The US 
diplomats called on him and wanted to 
get record their protest or concern that 
the US Government felt concerned over 
our statements. We formally rejected it 
and made’clear to them that you would 
have to follow path of negotiations in- 
stead of force, but tHe talks should also 
not be under the cover of cruise mis- 
sile. ‘Washington had carried out cruise 
missiles attacks on the hideouts of Os- 
ama bin Laden in Afghanistan in Au- 
gust last year. 
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. . The reports said that Taliban leader 
-. had decided to send the bodies of thos 


> - to their native villages. 





Bodies of 3 Pakistanis received 
*~ git Pak-Afghan border 


| : PESHAWAR - Bodies of three Paki- 


~e ~ 
=r z 
oO a) 
a ° 
GG. 3 
(CO 6 
3 Nee 
& oy 5 = 
a 2s 
y, 
= Oo 
S 2% % “op, 
2 ‘tg, & s, 
= 
tes 


t V4 


SOOPER FPSB SRR EES 


=) 


Taliban offic 


Sess any record of such Pa 
kistanis but registering complaints c 


he 
these Pakistani visitors and convey suc 


t 


~ 


special cards have bee 


ee 
ie EN 


‘Kham, 


f 
s 


he 


Q 


T 
of Kabul | ‘dbésn’t'po 


Sters.. 


wus 


Pommemnast 


es whose identities have confirmed. I 
data to their offices in Kabul and Jalal 


boarded on.wagons so as to despatch _abad. 


everyday visiting Taliban office ¢ 


Pakistani students and volunteers ar 
. Mohammad Ishaq son of Mohammad _Torkham to know about the fate of thei 


for the war fronts. - 
 Itis learnt that a large number of pec 
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The réports from Torkham. further- 


said that the bodies of Safeer son of 


stanis which were received at Torkham Pakistanis people to their native villag 
Omer Shaheen from Bannu, Maulana 


on Pak-Afghan border have been des- 
patched to their native villages. Reports _ this connection, 


reveals that two among 
belong to Bannu while 
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Taliban shore up Kabul defence 


: 

KABUL, Aug 7: Taliban troops 
were shoring up defences around 
Kabul on Saturday as the Afghan 
opposition closed in around the 
twin districts of Tagab and Nijrab, 
northeast of the capital, reports 
said. 

‘Taliban Information Minister 
Mulla Amir Khan Muttagqi said sol- 
‘diers had been redeployed from the 


‘north and central provinces to the » 


Afghan capital but said the militia 
had held onto key heights on the 
front lines. 

“We still hold the strategic 
heights like the hill tops to the east 
of Bagram airbase. We control 
Barikaw bridge close to Bagram,” 
he said. 

“More troops have been deployed 
around the Kabul belt and in 
Kabul.” 

Ten days ago the Taliban 
launched its summer offensive and 

. scored a series of victories. 


But on Thursday opposition com-. 


mander Ahmad Shah Masood 
launched a counter strike and has 
since regained nearly all territory 


. lost to ‘the militia and pushed the 


front lines back to within 30 kilome- 
tres of Kabul. : 

In Kabul, signs the militia was 
bolstering the city’s defences were 
obvious. Fe ee oe oh 

Hundreds of well-armed Taliban 
were cruising the streets in four- 
wheel drive pick-ups while authori- 
ties had erected a series of check- 
posts and were searching for illegal 


arms and munitions. 


Residents who had ventured 
beyond the front lines to check on 


_relatives and friends said the situa- 


tion was calm. . i.e 
“I went to Deh Sabz Pass and péo- 

ple were relaxed and drinking tea,” 

one local resident said. | : 
An opposition spokesman said 


overnight fighting focused on Tagab — 


and Nijrab while Taliban fighter 
jets had carried out four sorties on 
Masood’s bases in the Panjsher | 
Valley. : : : 
_ “There were civilians killed in | 
the bombing raids but we’re still 
assessing the damage,” he told | 
AFP. “At Nijrab and Tagab both 
districts will soon be back under 
our control.” 
The opposition spokesman said 
between 800 and 1,000 Taliban 
fighters were killed in the counter 
offensive including “many 
Pakistani nationals and Arabs”. 
“We are trying to identify as 
many of the Pakistan bodies as pos- 
sible and gather as much evidence 
as we can to present to the interna- 
tional community to validate our 
claims of Pakistan involvement,” he 
said. aaa | 
_ Independent sources say the 
number of dead and wounded for 
both sides was close to 4,000.—AFP 
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Anti-Taliban forces make 
several strategic gains — 


KABUL (AFP) - Afghani opposition ' Imam Saheb and Sher. Khan Bandar after 
forces have recaptured several strategic. heavy fighting on Saturday.’ Brean 
northern towns, an opposition spokes- Sher Khan Bandar is located on the 
man said Sunday, as the ruling Taliban | Afghan side of the Amu Darya or Oxus 
militia appeared to be shoring up de- River which forms the border between 
fences in the capital Kabul. _ Afghanistan and Tajikistan. It faces Ter- Ee idan end awounded for both sidesin 

Spokesman Mohammad Aref said — mez port in the former Soviet republic. 11 ava of fighting Eee cses tA O00! 
forces loyal to opposition commander Aref also said pro-Masood soldiers : Meo while fa Rabalereportasa 4 fe 
Ahmad Shah Masood regained Dasht- . also retook seyeral ‘strategic heights , ailitiswias baletenike! he city’s defenc- 
‘-Archi and Imam Saheb districts inthe ‘ they had lost to ‘Taliban troops rs ae anatase OF ah Oe 

Shean vay a Be Ore ee _| were seen cruising the. streets in jeeps 


northern province of Kunduz and the . 
| while the authorities erected special 


port town of Sher Khan Bandar on the wan. in re 
border with Tajikistan. And he added that Taliban jets on check points to search for illegal arms. 
But.sources also said the frontlines 


Aref, speaking by satellite telephone Sunday carried out eight sorties on res- 
from Masood’s Panjsher Airset eure . ee areas of’ Charikar and Gulba- Wee oatered tn within 30 Kilometers 
hold, told AFP opposition fighters also " har. wo” Oe oe tl 7 
repulsed a heavy attack by the Taliban The three strategic locations were — Se ee Taree 
on aréas around Talogan, in the north- earlier seized by the Taliban ina major |_ - 4 Fes GF cede IGS an : 
ern province of Takhar. offensive that briefly dismantled | ane oe fae uebacdan ee 
“The fighting was very heavy andthe | Masood’s frontlines north of Kabul with | orce nee Risers AOE OE 
attack was backed by Taliban jets, but the fall of several towns in the nearby bul Preece inte the Beavily for: 
they failed to have any gains,’ Aref said, provinces of Parwan and Kapisa. - af 4 pone Valle 
adding the clashes had subsided. However, the opposition launched a | © a ; OT h A eases pe cea 
‘First we captured Dasht-i-Archi, then _ But last [hurscay Nlast 
a counter strike and has since regained 
nearly all the territory he lost.- 


After a five-year civil war, the ethnic 
Pashtoon Taliban control most of Af- 
ghanistan and is attempting to capture 
the northeast provinces held by . | 


Ses 


surprise counter-attack earlier this week 
driving the Taliban back to Kabul with 
-heavy losses. Opposition sources said 
between: 800 and 1,000 Taliban fight- 
ers were killed in the counter offensive. 
While the opposition has declined to 
release its own casualty figures, inde- 
pendent sources have said the number 
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Masood; his ethnic Tajiks and an alli- 
ance of Uzbeks, Hazaras and Turkmen. 
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Opposition claims surprise 
attacks on Taliban forces 


KABUL (AFP) - The Afghan oppo- 
sition said Tuesday it had launched a 
series of surprise attacks on Taliban 
forces in a bid to pile pressure on the 
Islamic militia and draw its troops away 
from the capital Kabul. 

Opposition spokesman Abdullah said 
80 Taliban soldiers were killed in an 
attack in the eastern provinces of Ku- 
nar, Laghman and Nangarhar near the 
Pakistan border and the Khyber Pass. 

A further 12 Taliban died during a 
strike on militia positions in central 
Ghor province where the opposition 
temporarily held the provincial capital 

of Chaghhcharan, he said. 

‘One of the aims of these operations 
is to draw Taliban soldiers away from 
Kabul front lines and to put more pres- 
sure on the militia,’ Abdullah said. 

The Taliban has pushed the Kabul 
front lines back to 50 kilometres north 
of the capital since it launched its sum- 
mer offensive against forces loyal to 
Opposition commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood on July 28. 

Independent confirmation of the op- 
position claims was not immediately 
available. However, Taliban authorities 

said opposition strikes in the east had 
been repulsed. 

‘A plot by the enemy was neutralised 
in Kunar and Nangarhar and the perpe- 


trators were punished,’ the militia’s of- 
ficial broadcaster Radio Shariat said. No 
further details were provided. 


Abdullah said fighting was heavy | 


Tuesday morning nea Asadabad i in 
central Kunar. 


“These operations aos the Taliban 
lie, their claims that they have brought _ 


security to Afghanistan. People rise 
against them whenever they can seize 
the opportunity,’ he said. 

A Taliban official, quoted by the Af- 
ghan Islamic Press (AIP) in Pakistan, 
said the Islamic militia had beaten back 
Opposition attacks in Kunar and Lagh- 
man and brought in reinforcements to 

' face any further threat. 

The town of Asmar in Kunar was 
firmly in Taliban control, Maulvi Sa- 
dar Aazm, deputy chief of the militia 
administratin in the eastern region, told 
AIP. 


He admitted thé district of Daulata- 


bad in Laghman was in the control of. 


the opposition, the paoncased pri- 
vate agency said. . 

‘Our opponents will fail to sia 
their designs in the eastern provinces,’ 
‘the Taliban official vowed. 

The Kabul front lines were quiet 
Tuesday. 

Another report from Geneva says: 
One thousand Tajik men are being held 


Pe we me mente rae 


Taliban retake B Bagram | 


by the Taliban in Kabul after fleeing 
fighting to the north of the Afghan cap- 
ital, the UN refugee agency (UNHCR) 
said Tuesday. 

The men were part of a new wave of 
around 20,000 people displaced by 
fighting between the Taliban and op- 
position forces. They have been arriv- 
ing in Kabul since the weekend, UNH- 
CR spokeswoman Judith Kumin said 
here. 

She said the new wave of displaced 
were mainly families arriving on foot 
from the Panjsher Valley. 

Those arrested were ethnic Tajik, 
Kumin said. 

Opposition commander Ahmad Shah 


Masood, meanwhile, commands a mul- 


ti-ethnic force which includes Tajiks, 
Hazaras, Uzbeks and Turkmen. 

The opposition controls the northeast- 
ern provinces from the heavily-fortified 
Panjsher Valley, which lies just beyond: 
the Kabul front lines. 

The Taliban launched a summer of- 
jones against opposition forces on 


wee 

The UNHCR said almost 60, 000 peo- 
ple displaced by the fighting were now 
sheltering in Kabul and a further 
100,000 had fled towards the north of 
the country, to an area bordering 
Tajikistan. 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) - Afghanistan’s 
ruling Taliban militia Friday captured 
the opposition-held Bagram air base 
north of Kabul, the A ghan Islamic 
Press reported. __ 

Forces of opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood ‘retreated’ from 
the base 50 kilometers, north of the 
Afghan capital after Taliban troops en- 
tered without a fight, the’ report said 
without elaborating. 


No independent confirmation on . 


whether the Taliban were in Bagram 


was immediately available but sources 


said forces loyal to Masood had with- 
drawn from the base. 
. “Bagram is empty. Masood has with- 
drawn byt we’ re not too sure if the Tal- 
iban have entered. The Taliban control 
the southern area of the base,’ an inde- 


pendent source said, adding that front 


lines were quiet Friday.However, an 
opposition spokesman said its troops 


Gomination: oe ee 


were still in control of the area. - 
‘As of Friday morning, the airbase 
was still held by the opposition,’ said 
spokesman Abdullah (eds: one name). 
The Taliban control most of Afghan- 
istan, They launched an offensive over 
two weeks ago to wrest control of north- 
eastern province’ from Masood, the last - 
rival capable of thwarting isis militia : 
+ 20,000 Afghan’ women; pre 
children in dan me 
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gen 


Round 20,000 women and ‘children 


are facing death in Afghanistan unless | 
they receive urgent supplies, aid ae 
cy Medecins du Monde (MDM - Doc 
tors of the World) warned here Friday. 
The women and children have sought 
shelter in the northern Panshir valley 
after fleeing fighting between the rul- 
ing Taliban militia and. opposition forc- . 
es, said MDM staff who have Se re- 


. turned from the region.. 
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Afghan see-saw 


THE latest developments in 
Afghanistan have shattered all 
hopes of peace in this war-torn 
country. Much to the despair of 
the world community, earlier 
this week the Taliban launched 
their summer offensive against 
Ahmad Shah Masoud’s forces 


in Panjsher. They returned to | 
the path of hostility soon after. 


they had held talks with the 


‘Northern Alliance at*Tashkent 


where the six-plus-two confer- 
ence was held last week. 
Needless to say, the peace talks 
have collapsed. The UN repre- 
sentative’s desperate efforts to 
keep the peace process going 
have not succeeded. Peace 
prospects in Afghanistan could 
not have been bleaker. In the 
initial attacks, 130 people have 
been killed. It is plain that as 
long as hostilities persist, no 
reconstruction or rehabilitation 
work can be undertaken in this 
war-ravaged country. 
Pinpointing who started the 
new round of;fighting is diffi- 
cult. Both sides were preparing 
for war. But the Taliban will 
have to take’ the major part of 
the blame for sporadic violence 
and strife in the country. They 
have been consistently rigid in 
their stance and have reneged 
on their commitments on sever- 
al occasions. For instance at the 
Ashkhabad talks in March, the 


Taliban had agreed to enter 


into a power-sharing arrange- 
ment with their opponents. But 
soon thereafter they forgot all 
about it. The pattern is famil- 
iar. With the onset of winter 
they evince some interest in 
some sort of settlement with 


their rivals but turn their back 


on it with the approach of sum- 
mer. It is strange that the 
Taliban do not see the wisdom 
of a political settlement but 
want to achieve their aims on 
the battlefield. 

‘There are two aspects to this 
strategy which call for atten- 
tion. First, a military victory of 
the Taliban can at best a tem- 
porary one as happened before. 
Earlier, they had captured 
many of those areas where bat- 
tles are being fought now, but 
had to retreat in, the face of 


DAWN 


local uprisings. Secondly, it is 
plain that if the Taliban’s oppo- 
nents are driven out of their 
strongholds they will seek sanc- 
tuary in neighbouring countries 
and keep up their counter- 
offensive from there. Hence a 


military victory will not bring 


any lasting gain or produce a 
political solution of this crisis 
in Afghanistan. It will keep the 
country immersed in turbu- 
lence. 

It is.also time the' Taliban 
recognized the multi-ethnic 
composition of the Afghan soci- 
ety. This is a fact of life which 
has determined the course of 
history in the region. In today’s 
context when governments do 
not put too much reliance on 
military force as on political 
consensus for their writ to run, 
the Taliban should work for the 
establishment of a broad-based 
government which should have 
representatives drawn from all 
major sections of the popula- 
tion. This is possible only if 


meaningful talks are held 


between the Taliban and the 
Northern Alliance. 

To facilitate these talks to be 
productive, it is important that 
the neighbouring countries, 


‘which have.been aiding the 


combatants in: Afghanistan by 
supplying them arms and 
money, cease their intervention 
by proxy. They should prevail 
on their protege to be concilia- 
tory in their stance in the nego- 
tiations. Once the warring sides 
know that the flow of arms and 
money will stop, they will have 
to opt for reconciliation and 
compromise. Pakistan has a 
major stake in peace across its 
northwestern border. The insta- 
bility in Afghanistan has a way 
of overflowing into Pakistan 
and affecting its politics, eco- 
nomics and society. The Afghan 
events also-cast their shadow 
on Pakistan’s foreign relations, 
especially its ties with Central 
Asia, Iran and also the major 
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powers. To neutralize the 


unwholesome effect of Afghan 
events on Pakistan’s affairs, it 
is essential that the conflict in 
that country is brought to an 
end. - | 
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Panjsher’s invulnerability threatened — 


From page | > 
they tried to extend their rule to the val-' 


ley. Taliban’s “Try, try again” formula, , 


however, this time poses a threat to all 


the stories of Panjsher’s might and in- . 


vulnerability. A common Panjshiri is 
tired of a long military resistance he 
_ showed to the enemies throughout the 
civil war. A prolonged indulgence in the 
civil war has made him short of all sort 
of resources. His wish that his leader 
Ahmad Shah Masood will once become 
the ruler of Afghanistan seems now un- 
attainable to him in the present scenar- 
io. The allies of Masood are no more 
existing in the active field. And here 
frustration starts. 

Contrary to Panjsheris, Taliban has 
more than one edge, in their latest sum- 
mer offensive over their main opposi- 
tion group—Shura-e-Nazar, led by 
Masood. Taliban’s frequent adventures 


towards Panjsher valley since the fall of » 


Kabul in September 1996 had made. 


them familiar with the geography of the © 


area. The geographical synthesis of Pan- 
jsher provides a natural defence to the 
valley. The well-equipped Russians, 
Masood’s other enemies and Taliban— 


all failed to make a breakthrough. in the 
north of Kabul where lies the:Panjsher 


valley and its surroundings.-All the in- 
vaders later covered their retrea 
ing that narrow passes and high moun- 
tains did not give them way to go.ahead. 

For Taliban the situation is now dif- 


ferent. They overcome the geographical 


advantage of the opposition. by. staying 
there for about three years while engag- 
ing their opponents all the time. The tem- 
po of engagement, though, witnessed 
many ups and downs but the exercise 
was not futile. It helped Taliban ‘to get 


familiar with the highly difficult circum: _ 


stances and geographically tough region. 
Their presence in the north of Afghan 
capital built up a constant pressure on 
their enemies, who did.not miss a single 


chance for recapturing Kabul since its | 


- fall to Taliban three years ago. Now for 
Taliban, it seems that geographical ob- 
stacles will be of little importance, which 
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" in itself is a dangerous development for + 
‘+ learnt exploiting their numerical advan- 
tage. Like their earlier strategy in Maz- 


*gaged in defending their areas includ- 
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Masood. ae 
That Taliban are comparatively fresh, 
is their’ other plus point in the ctirrent 
offensive against Masood. The latest 
fighting in the north of Kabul is between 
the fresh and weary fighters.-The last 
three years saw Masood men highly en- | 


ing north of Kabul, Panjsher valley, Ta- . 
khar and Badakhshan provinces.. His . 


troops remained mobile in the recent - | 


years, without having proper arrange- 
ments for reinforcements, moving from | 


one corner to another to resist Taliban's - . 


move to extend their rule. The exercise 
led to an overall fatigue without scoring 
any major victory. © +). 7) 
- Taliban, on the other hand, give prop- 
er breathing space to their fighters. They | 
not only wait for a proper time to strike 
at the opposition but-they have also bet- . 
ter arrangements for reinforcements. 
These factors keep their troops fresh and ‘ 
energetic against their opponents. Tali- 
ban’s recent history of success showed © 
that they inflicted heavy casualties on their 
enemies in the beginning of their assault and 
made quick advances. Only a fresh army - 
can give such results. 3 
In their latest assault in the north of, 


.. Kabul, the Taliban troops don’t seem _ 
weary. Their attack took place after an -- 


interval of about one-year though some 
skirmishes occurred between the two - 
forces during this period. In its very fist . 
phase, Taliban seem strong as they 
scored victories on the ground. and mov- 


ing smoothly towards their ultimate . 
goal—the valley of Panjsher. .. 
‘~~ Then Taliban’s numerical advantage : 


gives a psychological setback to 
Masood’s weary and comparatively 
small troops. The previous fightings be- 
tween the two sides proved Masood men » 
good fighters. They repulsed Taliban 


successfully from their areas though they | 


were smaller in number. It was mainly 
due to the fact that Taliban did not prop- 
erly utilise their numerical advantage. 


They often preferred to fight on one or — 


two fronts. 










Now with the passage of time Taliban 


ar-e-Sharif, they have opened more than 


‘two fronts against Masood men in their 


latest offensive against Panjsher valley 


‘and its surroundings. Only in the first 


four days of the fighting Taliban opened 


_ five fronts against their opponents. They 


have now engaged the opposition forc- 
es at the New Road, Old Road, Kohi- 
Safi; towns of Tagab-and Nejrab and a 
fifth position called Ghorband. That 
means more engagement with small 
number of troops for Masood, which can 
possibly lead to Taliban’s success in the 
latest summer offensive. 

Apart from opening new fronts, Tali- 


" ban will also this time use available tech- 


nology against their opponents. In their 


previous failed attempts, many of Tali- 


ban troops were killed due to landmines. 
This time Taliban are extra careful to 
avoid mines-related casualties. The use 
of their ageing Migs gives the impres- 
sion to the other side that Taliban are 
well-equi . That impression is not a 


- positive sign for Masood men at a time 
when they need more confidence and - 
' courage to at least repulse the current 


Taliban offensive. 

And finally, Taliban’s determination to 
do away with their only viable opponent- 
Ahmad:Shah Masood, is a major factor 
behind the recent adventure in the north 
of Kabul. Taliban leaders in their private 
conversations are of the opinion that 
their war-torn country could only be- 
come stable once Masood is vanished 


: ‘from the Afghan scene. 


It is perhaps this determination that 
Taliban opted for launching a fresh at- 
tack against the opposition soon after the 
peace negotiations concluded in 
Tashkent in the third week of July. They 
have so far resisted all pressures against 
their recent attack on opposition forces. 
For Taliban, the capture of Panjsher, will 
mean control over the whole of Afghan- 
istan, which they think can be attained 
only through abolishing all other author- 
ities in the country. a 
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Afghanistan News Clipping 


Taliban securing new 
conquests north of Kabul 


DEH SABZ PASS, Afghanistan 
(AFP) - Afghanistan’s Taliban militia 


Thursday launched a clean-up operation 


in several districts captured on the 
Shamali Plains north of here,, militia 
soldiers and locals coming from the area 
said. 

Villagers who left Qara Bagh, 40 kil- 
ometers north of here, said militia sol- 
diers were conducting a house to house 
search looking for opposition troops 
before they advanced any further. 

They said that frontlines have been 
pushed back close to a point known as 
the T-junction on the Old Road where 
the districts of Gul Dara, Dakou, Ka- 
lakan, Istalif, and Qara Bagh are under 
the Taliban’s firm control. 

The Taliban drove supporters of op- 
position commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood out of these areas during an 
intense dawn attack on Wednesday. 

Militia soldiers manning a checkpost 
on Deh Sabz Pass, 35 kilometers north 
of Kabul, also said the Taliban would 
focus on securing the Shamali districts. 

‘A clean-up operation is under way. 


We want to go ahead step by step in — 


order not to repeat the same mistakes,’ 
a Taliban commander told journalists. 
Last week the Taliban took the 
Shamali region and areas in the adja- 
cent Parwan and Kapisa provinces but 
they were pushed back in a counter-of- 


fensive by Masood after holding their 
ground for just three days. 

Anti-Taliban groups claimed they had 
killed around 800 Taliban soldiers in the 
surprise counter attack. 

Deh Sabz Pass on the New Road leads 
to Bagram airbase, another 50 kilom- 
eters further north, which the Taliban 
described as a no-man’s land. 

‘Nobody controls the airport,’ the 
commander said, adding journalists 
who intended to drive towards Bagram 
needed permission from Mulla Rabba- 
ni, the Taliban’s second in command. 

Plumes of smoke were seen column- 
ing skywards from villages in Qara 
Bagh. 

Taliban soldiers said houses had 
caught fire during the fighting. 

‘The bushes and the firewood, peo- 
ple had stocked for winter had caused 
the fire,’ the militia commander said. 

However, a local carrying his family 
on a donkey said the Taliban had burnt 
some houses. ‘Yes they are burning 
some of the houses,’ he said. 

Masood has accused the Taliban of 
torching people’s houses and levelling 
their gardens and farmlands. 

Displaced villagers, on their way to 
the capital, carried a few belongings, 
cattle and water and said the militia told 
them to leave their houses. 

The locals, mostly women, children 


and elderly people said they left home 
at dawn and had walked out in 40 de- 
gree Centigrade heat. 

Earlier the Afghan opposition ac- 
cused the Taliban and their Pakistani 
supporters of adopting a scorched earth 


policy in the latest round of fighting on 


front lines north of Kabul. 
An opposition spokesman said in a 


-statement that homes had been torched, 


vineyards, orchards and cultivated land 
had been levelled to deter the local pop- 
ulation from returning. 

‘The objective by the enemy as ob- 
served from Kalakan, Guldara, Dakou 
and Istalif is clearly the complete forced 
deportation of the civilian population, 
including women and children through 


» wreaking havoc.’ 


The statement said heavy artillery 
barrages and air sorties ‘including the 
use of cluster bombs.on August 10 had 
preceded the withdrawal of the opposi- 
tion from the combat zone.’ 

‘Masood controls the northeastern 
provinces and stands as the last obsta- 
cle capable of thwarting total Taliban 
control of Afghanistan, after five years 
of civil war. The militia already con- 
trols most of the country. 

Opposition claims were carried in a 
press statement issued by its foreign 
affairs department which is headed by 
Masood’s main spokesman Abdullah. 





Taliban mop up after 
capturing villages 


KABUL, Aug 12: Taliban fighters 
on Thursday launched mopping up 
operations against opposition 
leader Ahmad Shah Masood’s 
forces after capturing several vil- 
lages in an offensive just north of 
the Afghan capital, Kabul. 

“We have decided to clean up 
these villages from weapons and 
the remnants of the opposition 
troops before moving forward,” a 
Taliban fighter in the area told 


reporters. 


The Taliban flushed out opposi- 
tion troops from several villages in 
the north of Kabul, including 
Qarabagh, Istalif, Guldara and Mir 


Bacha Kot. 


The Taliban are now based close 
toa junction that links the two 


said. 


‘main highways leading north from 
Kabul towards Masood’s airbase at 
Bagram, 50 km north of the capital. 

* Big columns of smoke could be 
seen from a distance rising from 
most of the villages that have fallen 
to the Taliban in the area, witnesses 


Masood has accused the Taliban ' 
of burning down civilian houses in 
reprisal for a Masood counter-offen- 
sive last week that reversed key 


Taliban gains. The area, called the 


Shomali plains, is home to thou- 
sands of Masood’s Tajik ethnic 


group. 
Taliban fighters denied the | 


charge and said the houses caught 


fire . during 
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Taliban forcibly ejecting | 
civilians from their houses 


From Shamim Shahid where inside Afghanistan. But atthe exhausted by their journey but are also 
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val oe same time, he had confirmed’ return some of thme have also become desti- we 
x, tra PESHAWAR - In a bid to capture from 50,000 to 60,000 people from _ tutes. A long queue of elderly men, on 
a Ahmad Shah Masud-dominated areas Jalalabad to Kabul in his press confer- women and children, some walking 
| ¢%  tonorth of Kabul, Taliban soldiers are — ence at Peshawar on August 10.Hefur- _ with their livestock loaded with a few WI 
4 =~ _ forcibly ejecting civilians oftheir hous- ther claimed that Islamic Emirate was _ possessions, continued to approach the NX 
ke es in Shomali valley near the frontlines providing maximum facilities tothe war _ city into the late afternoon on Saturday. 
«3 and asking them to walk to Kabul. displaced families. The report further states that the }} 
a The United Nations in its report on ‘The report maintains that the United forced displacement and intentional Qi 
y Sunday confirmed that a large scale dis- Nations had ‘obtained first hand ac- destruction of civilians homes is clear x 
mn placement had occurred from th¢ counts from the new arrivals represent- _ violation of international humanitarian | i 
| Shamali valley. Within a period of less _ ing'all ethnic groups that verify that Tal- _ law. It is also against the stated policy | 
2. than 36 hourson August 13 and14,over _iban fighters forced men, ‘<women.-and:.._ of Taliban, whose leader Mullah Omar WU 
ay Oo 1,870 families) an estimated 10,000 children out of their houses and told — earlier condemned such acts and called ON 
‘AY f people) entered the Afghan capital, it them to.walk to Kabul. They had also on Taliban troops to respect the life and 
| t added and apprehended ,” a major in- confirmed earlier reports that the Tali- property of civilians, . 
flux is anticipated within the next few ban are intentionally setting homes on _ Earlier, this month, 2300 individuals WU 
We & days.” _ fire. The international agencies in Ka- _ forcibly displaced from Shamali were oN 
AT Earlier, the Northern Alliance had ac- bul are monitoring the arrival of grow- .temporarily accommodated in the an 
| cused Taliban of making hostage thou- ing numbers of displaced from the _ex-diplomatic compound in Kabul. - | 
sands of Tajik families just to pressu-, Shamali valley, drawing up lists of the The United Nations is greatly alarmed WU 
aM rise them ( Ahmad Shah Masud forc- _. displaced, and providing new arrivals _ that'the latest upsurge in fighting in the « oN 
A es). _.’ with water and high protein biscuits. Shamali valley is, once:again, causing 
| However, Maulvi Abdul Rageeb, the... Some of the displaced had made 40- _ loss. of life and intentional, destruction ; | 
ay Afghan Minister for Refugees Repatri- kilometer journey on foot. while oth- of civilians property#1 sUnited-Nasé we 
a ation who recently visited Peshawarhad — ers have been conveyed in tnicks com- tions calls upon the Taliban:to immedis, N 
denied such allegations and claimed — mandeered by the Taliban authorities. _ately halt the campaign'against, the: ci-# | 
that these families are free to go any-. Many of the new arrivals are-not only ‘vilian population.2.22.7>"8 8" <8" ara Uy 
| © Five Taliban mutilated for theft  § 
ye Five Taliban mutilated ior.ther © 
| Sie KABUL, Aug 13: Five members stadium to watch the punish- were brought to the stadium in an dy 
a x <c 2Z of Taliban movement had their ment after a military tribupal .ambulance in shackles. Masked 
; Ss right hands and left feet publicly found all five ‘guilty of robbing a doctors performed the amputa- 
(i) me amputated on Friday. Kabul residenit of the equiyalent of tions and the severed limbs were 
| on SG Thousands of men and dozens of $700. ie ie Noha put on display as a warning. 
ay QQ women gathered at Kabul’s sports The accused, in their mid-20s,.-—Reuters’ 3 
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By AIMAL KHAN inhabitants to believe that the targeting the residence of Mullah a 

PESHAWAR - Scores of people United States had launched the Omar. He also hinted at heavy loss- qi 
were feared dead as the Taliban ™uch-feared air strikes against es in the assault, which plunged the 
headquarters in Kandahar came un- U denies Taliban headquarters into complete x 
der what is presumed a heavy US , : mn Sah edna i; 
Ee attack late Tuesday night, hand In blast meanwhile, said that the exact we 

ports from across the Durand | Re her of casualti N 
Lane eid. WASHINGTON (AFP) - The| , number of casualties was hard to cy 

Afghan sources, confirming the assess, given the chaotic situation 

8 ‘ blanketing the city. They feared 
strikes, claimed that one of the sur- _ that hundreds of peop! y , WU 
face-to-surface missiles slammed - oust CIEL: ere re ae oN | 
into the residence of Taliban's Meena to AIP. the caus f 
supreme leader Mulla Omer. : g : re 

the blast was not known but the 

They, however, pointed out that southem city’s inhabitants believed w 
the Taliban supremo had been seen they were under air attack from the oN 
in the city after the attack, putting United States and fled in panic. 
to rest speculation that Mulla Omer “Mullah Omar was seen safe a 
had been killed. and sound after the explosion,” 

A boundary wall of Mulla AIP said. Its report gave no further oN 
Omer's residence was razed by the _ details and could not be immedi- I 
powerful hit preceded by a huge ately confirmed by independent. Qi 
explosion which prompted the ter- sources. : 
rified residents to flee the city in AFP adds: On August 20 last oy 
droves,” reports said, speaking of panic _| - year the US launched cruise mis- | 

_ many casualties and severe damage . Siles on suspected terrorist training Cr: 
to buildings. Osama bin Laden’s bases. camps belonging to alleged terror- N 
The blast that rocked Kandahar A diplomat here claimed that it ist, Osama bin Laden in / 
at around 10.45 pm led the panicky —_ was an isolated attack apparently Afghanistan. me {| 
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Support for Osama 
undiminished: Taliban 


| the first anniversary of US missile 
attacks against Afghanistan, the rul- 
ing Taliban on Tuesday reiterated 

| support for Osama bin Laden and 
launched an appeal to Muslim’s to 
back them against any further US 
military action. 

Through the official media here 

and a barrage of statements abroad, 
' militia authorities are warning 
| Washington is about to carry out 
' another military strike against the 
' Taliban for harbouring bin Laden. 
However, there were no signs 
that Taliban supreme leader Mulla 
' Mohammad Omar would relent and 
hand over the Saudi dissident. 
| Instead he complained the US is 
_ pressuring the militia because of 
: their beliefs, based on Sharia law. 

“American pressure is only 

' directed at us. If there is any pres- 
sure from the United Nations or any 

other party that is also emanating 

from the American pressure,” Omar 
said. 

_ €herefore we call upon the 

' world Muslims to back, support and 

_ help us,” he told the official Radio 
Shariat. 

Bin Laden has lived as a “wel- 
| comed guest” in Afghanistan since 
' 1996 when the militia’s campaign to 

. liberate Afghanistan was gaining 
' momentum. Since then they have 
| won control of most of the country. 
| Taliban Minister. of Information 
| Mulla Amir Khan Muttaqi said bin 
Laden’s status has not changed, 
adding, “this is the position of the 
people of Af 

Washington launched a Cruise 

missile attack last August 20 
against alleged installations run by 
bin Laden in retaliation for the 
bombing of US embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania two weeks earlier. 

The August 7 embassy bombings 

last year left 224 people dead while 
official reports here: claimed 25 


KABUL, Aug 10: On the eve of 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Afghans were killed i ‘in the Cruise 
missile attack. 

Muttaqi’s comments came after 
reports on Jazira satellite television 
that dozens of commandos had 
landed in Islamabad, for an opera- 
tion against bin Laden. 

It said one US fighter plane had 
also landed in Islamabad, and 
another at an airport close to the 
Pakistani border with Afghanistan, 
ready to carry out air strikes. 

The Jazira report was confirmed 

to AFP by a Taliban official in Abu 
Dhabi but denied by officials in 
Washington. 
“US planes landed in Islamabad, 
and they could be on a mission 
against Afghanistan,” said Aziz 
Rahman, third secretary at the 
Taliban mission. 

" However, while bin Laden has 
enjoyed the support of the Taliban, 
opposition Afghan groups warned 
he should be tried as a murderer. 

“If we capture him, we will treat 
him as the killer of thousands of our 
fellow countrymen,” opposition 
alliance spokesman Abdullah said. 

The opposition under comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood control 
the country’s northeast provinces 
and have accused bin Laden of 
leading Arab fighters in the 055 
Brigade of fighting with the 
Taliban soldiers. 

Abdullah said the Taliban could 
have saved Afghanistan from the 
previous US attack by expelling bin 
Laden. The opposition spokesman 
said Omar’s appeal would gain 
nothing but the backing of more 
terrorist organizations. 

The Taliban are only eessonined 
as head of state in Afghanistan by 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 

“We rely on God the Almighty 
whether or not someone helps us,” 
Omar said in his address to 





Taliban condemn 


US missile strikes 


: KABUL (AFP) - Afghanistan’s rul- 
ing Taliban Saturday condemned US 
missile strikes targeting alleged terror- 
ist Osama bin Laden one year and one 
day ago, accusing Washington itself of 
terrorism. 


The first anniversary of the missile 


strikes on bases in the province of Khost 


| passed without incident and -without 
' cOmment from the militia’s official 


press. 

However, one day after the anniver- 
sary, militia authorities warned of the 
dangers of interfering in Afghani af- 
fairs. 

“We believe that every issue can be 
solved peacefully and not through the 
use of force,’ a Taliban foreign minis- 
try statement said. 

Saudi bin Laden is wanted for the 
twin bombings of two US embassies in 


' east Africa on August 7 last year. 


Children on front lines 

Taliban have rejected claims by the 
United Nations that children had joined 
their ranks and were fighting on the 
country’s front lines.. 

‘The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan 
(IEA) has never recruited young men 
to its ranks and will never do so,’ 


ater Reha ey ‘Minister, Mulla , 
pt re, be ats 
Me ena the UN.of rng Raione une 


true statements in order to ee and 
pressure the IEA’ in order ‘to heighten 
the propaganda campaign against the 
Islamic Emirate’. 

UN Secretary General Kofi ‘Annan 
earlier this month expressed ‘deep con- 
cern’ over reports of the involvement 


in the conflict of students, some as 


young as 14. He called on the warring 
parties to respect the convention on the 
rights of the child.: 

On Friday UNICEF officials in Paki- 


-‘stan reiterated the concern. 


The UN has recently confirmed the 


Taliban has conducted a scorched 
earth policy along’ the Shamali 
Plains, forcing more than 100,000 - 
people to flee Villages during re- 
cent fighting. 


And the UN’s special envoy to Af- 
ghanistan has warned against the mili- 
tia using Pakistani and Arab mercenar- 


eae a charge Taliban authorities have. 
The Taliben control mostof Afghani-- 


stan after a five-year civil war against 
forces loyal to opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood. 


Three weeks ago the militia 
‘launched a summer offensive aimed | 


at wresting control of the north east- 
ern provinces. 
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Taliban did not ask for. 
aid from Pak madrassas 





By Sadagqat Jan 





ISLAMABAD - Despite facing re- 
verses and setbacks on the battle front, 
Afghanistan’s ruling Taliban have not 
asked religious schools in neighbour- 
ing Pakistan to send in students to rein- 
force their ranks, administrator of a 
madrassa (Islamic seminary) said on 
Sunday. a 

“Except for a few Afghans who might 
have gone out of their own choice to 
join Taliban rest of the students are busy 
in their studies,” Maulana Anwarul 
Haq, administrator Darul Ulum Haqqa- 
nia, said by phone from Akora Khat- 
tak. 

He said Taliban have so far not made 
any request for fresh reinforcements. 

Madrassa students in Pakistan, main- 
ly in the Frontier and Balochistan prov- 
inces, and predominantly from Afghan- 
istan, are used to taking their turns al- 
ternately at studies and war eversince 
the Taliban movement started. 

They leave their schools to join Tail- 
ban as fighters when needed or to rest 


' those on the frontline for too long. 


Darul Ulum Haqqania, which has 


‘thrown up almost all of Taliban’s top 


leadership, was closed last August when 


the student militia stormed into Mazar- 
e-Sharif, capital of Afghanistan’s north- 
ern Balkh province. . 

An Afghan delegation arrived in 
Hagqqania last year with a letter from 


Taliban supreme commander Mullah 
Mohammad Umar asking the ma-. 


drassa’s Afghan students to join Tali- 
ban ranks to help them firm their hold 


’ on the newly-captured areas. 


Following the delegation’s arrival, a 
meeting was held at Haqqania of ule- 
ma (Islamic religious scholars) who 
were running madrassas in different 
parts of the Frontier province and it was 


decided that not to harm studies of Af- 


ghan students. —- | 

Haggania and madrassas in the Fron- 
tier with mainly Afghans on the roll 
remained closed for over a month last 
year.The students were given a break 
from their studies to go home, to fight 
war. The seminaries were further desert- 
ed as hundreds of Pakistani Taliban also 
went over the border along with their 


_ classmates to help in the jehad. . | 


“They (the students) went in such 


‘overwhelming numbers that it was dif- 


ficult for the Taliban in Kabul to arrange 


proper lodging and food for them,” : 


-Anwarul Hag said. 


Inspite of mounting a massive sum- 
mer offensive against the opposition 
there has been no demand from Tali- 
ban for holidays to Haqqania’s Afghan 
students this time around, he said. 


"- Haqgania continues to hold a special 


place on the -Afghan political scene 
eversince Soviet troops marched into its 
capital of Kabul in the winter of 1979. 
Leaders of the then Mujahideen groups 
kept close contact and at times held stra- 
tegic meetings in Haqqania. Attained 
spiritual guidance from its founder, the 
late Maulana Abdul Haq, who would 
dispatch in the 1980s Mujahideen con- 
tingents to Afghanistan with special 
prayers for their success. All this has 
been chronicled by Haqqania’s month- 
ly Al-Haq magazine. | 

Haqqania was set up in Akora Khat- 
tak in 1948’by Maulana Abdul Haq who 
also remained a member of Pakistan's 
parliament. 

As a mark of enduring obligation to 
and association with Haqqania, many 
of its Afghan graduates sub-fix “Haqqa- 


“ni” with their name. Afghanistan’s cur- 


rent Ambassador to Pakistan Saeedur 


Rehman Haqqani, it is said, is one 


among them. - 
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Pakistan troops 


not fighting — 





alongside — 
Taliban: Kabul 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 3: The Afghan 
Embassy here on Tuesday refuted 
allegations of former president 
Sibghatullah Mojadeddi that 
Pakistani nationals were fighting 
along with Taliban soldiers against 
the Northern Alliance. 

“There is & 
nationals in the ranks of Taliban,” 
an embassy statement said. — 

“ The Afghan nation does not 
give any importance to such base- 
less and uncalled-for statement by a 
person like Mojadeddi who has no 
say in the affairs of the country.” 

It said the former president, dur- 
ing his two- and- a- half months 
rule, did nothing for the Afghan 


nation and,” after completion of the — 


two-month tenure, he left 
Afghanistan with some articles of 
Bait-ul-Maal.” 

The statement referred to the 
recent communique of Taliban’s 
paramount leader Mulla Umar 
whereby he has invited foreign 
journalists and even opposition rep- 


resentatives to visit the frontline 


and see by themselves as to 
whether or not foreign nationals are 
fighting alongside the Taliban. 


Taliban Information Minister 


Amir Khan Muttaqi on Monday 
took the Kabul-based foreign jour- 


nalists to the frontline, north of the | 


capital, to see for themselves 
whether there were any foreign 
troops among the Taliban ranks, the 
Afghan Embassy maintained.—APP 

ENVOY’S._ CHARGE: Civil war in 


presence of foreign . 


Afghanistan is being stoked by for- 
eign mercenaries, Masood Khalili, 
the envoy to India of ousted Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani, 
said on Tuesday, adds AFP. 

Khalili alleged Pakistan was stok- 
ing “terrorism and unrest” in 

Afghanistan in the “same way that 


it smuggled Pakistani regulars” into . 


occupied Kashmir. 

He also alleged that Pakistani 
pilots flew the Taliban’s Russian- 
made MiGs which pounded 
Charikar, Jabul Siraj, Qarabagh 
and Gulbahar towns of Afghanistan 
on July 29. 

“ There is no question of a surren- 
der. It is the duty of every Afghan 
to fight because no one will allow 
foreigners to take over their land,” 
Khalili told a news conference in 
New Delhi. 

“ The Northern Alliance is fight- 
ing the Taliban, whose forces. are 
made up of 3,500 Pakistani regulars 


and over 1,000 Arabs, sponsored by , 


terrorist Osama bin Laden.” . 

Khalili sought to downplay the 
Northern Alliance’s loss of Bagram 
airport to Taliban forces. 


“ We have not used the air base 


actively for the past two years ... it 


was too close to the range of the 


Taliban’s guns.” 


Military analysts attached to for-— 


eign embassies in Islamabad, said 
the Northern Alliance had between 


10,000 and 15,000 hardened troops — 
and could rely on 40,000 men who. 


were willing to fight the Taliban. 


Omar denies 


Pakistan troop 


presence 


PESHAWAR, July 
Afghanistan’s Taliban ive 
leader Mulla Muhammad Omar 
has dismissed reports that 
Pakistani troops were fighting 
alongside militia against the belea- 
guered opposition forces in the 
north of the war-ravaged country, 
the private AIP news agency 
reported on Saturday. 

“There is no Pakistan soldier in 
our ranks,” Taliban spokesman 
Mulla Abdul Hayee Motmain quot- 


ed his chief as saying in a state- 


ment released at the militia’s 
Kandahar headquarter in south- 
western Afghanistan on Friday. 
Motmain; however, admitted to 
the presence of a few “Pakistani 
Taliban,” wha follow Afghanistan’s 
radical Taliban as model, in their 


“These (Pakistani Taliban) are 
the Mujahideen who took part in 
Afghan war against Soviet occupa- 
tion and communist system,” in 
1970s and 1980s. 

_ United Nations peace énvoy for 
Afghanistan, Lakhdar Brahimi, has 
warned that involvement of 


‘Pakistani and Arab militants in 


Afghan civil war, “could rebound. 
on their countries of origin,” 


; according to press reports.—dpa 


Refugees asked . 


‘to leave Panjsher 


KABUL(AFP)- ~The Taliban militia 


on Wednesday . urged refugees who 


have takenshelter inthe opposition- 


_ held Panjsher Valley toteave and prom- 
. ised a guarantee of safe passage. 





“We are ready:to help them and we 
will-give ‘them, necessary assistance,’ 


_ Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi, Taliban 


information minister said. He told j jour- 


» nalists the opposition had breached in-. 
ternational humanitarian law by using ree 


non-combatants and their homes dur-*" 


_ ingrecentheavy fighting onthe Shomali ” 
. Plains north of Kabul. ae 
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z support to Osama 
f ee ac | =e tomorrow {| 
oy KABUL (AFP) - On the eve of the He also said the people of Dagestan, ISLAMABAD, Aug 22: Afghan x 
anniversary of the US missile attack Kashmir, Palestine and Chechnya Foreign. Minister Mulla 
against Afghanistan, the Taliban Thurs- should be given their freedom, accus- | Mohammad Hassan Akhund would 
day reaffirmed its supporttoOsamabin _ing the United Nations and the interna- arrive here on Tuesday (Aug 24) on 
- Laden and accused Washington of con- _-tional community of turning a blind eye a four-day visit to Pakistan for talks af 


ducting international terrorism. 

Mulla Mohammad Rabbani, the mi- 
litia number two, said that Washington 
was using the Osama issue as a means 
to pressure the Taliban government to 
submit to US demands. 

‘Osama is our guest and it is the cus- 
tom of Afghans and Muslims to respect 
and care for the guest. 

“We are Muslims and we do not deem 
it right to allow the case of a Muslim to 
be decided in a non-Muslim court,’ he 
said, commenting on US demands for 
the extradition of the Saudi dissident. 

‘America itself conducts acts of glo- 
bal terrorism by launching missile at- 
tacks against Afghanistan and Sudan. 
Who is going to compensate this?’ Rab- 
bani asked. 


‘They accuse us, and put pressure on ° 


us to make the Islamic Emirate accept 
their way and religion,’ he said. 

The Taliban leader asserted that Osa- 
ma was not allowed to use Afghanistan 
for launching activities against other coun- 


to'the violation of human rights in these 
regions. =: 

The problems of the world Muslims 
would come to an end if they stopped fight- 
ing each other, he said, adding the Muslim 
crusade should continue till the end to 
thwart the plots by non-believers. 

He attacked the United Nations and 
the international community for criti- 
cizing the militia for violating human 
rights and said the Taliban practice was 
based on Islamic Sharia law. 

“We have given to the women what 
Islam has allowed,’ Rabbani said. 

NNI adds: Mutaqqi stressed that dif- 
ferences between Taliban and the Unit- 
ed States should be resolved through 
talks. Problems could not be solved 
through force, he insisted saying Tali- 
ban are ready to settle issues with Wash- 
ington through talks. 

The United States rained Tomahawk 
missiles on Afghanistan’s southern 
province of Khost one year ago to kill 
Osama but he remained unhurt. Wash- 


on a number of issues, including 


Afghan transit trade, officials said 


on Sunday. | 

Mulla Hassan would lead a high- 
level delegation, including minis- 
ters, the officials told NNL 

The Afghan foreign minister 


would hold talks with his Pakistani | 


counterpart Sartaj Aziz on bilateral 
issues, especially transit nace, the 
officials said. . 

Pakistan had imposed restric- 
tions on Afghan transit trade two 
years ago, on the grounds that most 


of the goods, imported under a 
_transit trade agreement, were 


smuggled into Pakistan, which 
adversely affected its local indus- 
try, the officials said. 

The Taliban had repeatedly 
asked Pakistan to lift the restric- 
tions on the transit trade and 
release goods at Karachi port. 

Islamabad’s fresh diplomatic 


‘efforts would also come under dis- 


SKS 


tries. He called for a negotiated solution of | ington accuses the Saudi national of cussion, the officials said —NNI oN 
the issue concerning Osama. masterminding bombing of American 
| Rabbani vowed that Washington’s embassies in Tanzania and Kenya on DAWN | 


August 7, which killed more than 220 
people including 12 Americans. 


Taliban offer talks 
to US on Osama 


PESHAWAR, Aug 21: Taliban ‘on British and the, Russians committed 
Saturday hinted at possible readi- by invading Afghanistan.” - 
ness to discuss, with the United “What the Americans did last 
States the long-standing issue of the year in their bid to get Laden was 
expulsion of Osama.bin Laden by not only in violation of the interna- 
saying all difficulties could be — tional law, but also put a big ques- 
solved peacefully, the Afghan . tion mark against the support the 
Islamic Press (AIP) agency report- Americans provided to Afghan 

: mujahideen during their struggle - 

“Weapons and force will not do,” against the Soviet Russians,” the 
the AIP said quoting an Afghan statement issued in Kabul said. 
Foreign Ministry statement on the It said the Americans used to 


pressure cannot force the Taliban into 
submission. 
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anniversary of US missile strikes 
against alleged terrorist. bases run 
by Osama Bin Laden. 

The statement did not mention 
Laden by name, but condemned the 
attacks last year saying: “The 
Americans should refrain from 
repeating the blunders that the 


DAWN 
ipo We aa Sips 


vo 


vaunt the areas they hit last year as 
“bases of freedom” but they 


declared these places:‘as “strong-. 


holds of terrorists” after the Soviet 
Union collapsed, the foreign min- 
istry said adding that peaceful con- 
flict resolution was always the best 
way to deal with issues.—dpa ' - 
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Taliban reiterate 


Afghanistan (News Clipping 


warning to US 





ABU DHABI (Internews)-The Tali- 
ban have warned the United States of a 
fate similar to that of the erstwhile So- 
viet Union if it dares attack Afghani- 
stan to kill Saudi dissident Osama bin 
Laden. 

“America will face the same fate as 
the Soviet Union if it carries out any 
military action against Afghanistan,” 
Mulla Mohammed Rabbani, the 
number two offi- 
cial of the Tali- 
ban said in an 
exclusive inter- 
view to Al-Itti- 
had newspaper, 
published here 
Sunday. 

Rabbani said it 
was futile for the 
US to attack Af- 
ghanistan be- 
cause Laden was 
never in the 
same place. 
“Brother Osama 
is always on the 
move. Every day 
he is in a differ- 
ent region,” he 
said. 

The top Tali- 
ban official who 
chairs the ruling 
Council of Min- 
isters, said he 
had no idea 
where the United 
States could at- 
tack when asked 

about the likely 
targets which could be bombed to kill 
Laden. 

Confirming that the Taliban was in 
the know of the rumours about the ex- 
istence of US commandos and aircraft 
equipped with missiles in Pakistan, he 
said he did not care. 

“The people are talking about it but 
the government of the Islamic Emirate 























Africa. 
The US campai 


around the world. 


its report. 


sometime. 


_does not care about it. We tell America 


that it can bring any number of forces 
and attack any target, but in all cases its 
fate will be failure after failure. This is 
the inevitable result,” he said. 

“I advise America not to follow the 
fate of the Russians,” he said. 

“America practices international ter- 
rorism itself but accuses others of it,” 


US steps up 
drive against 
Osama 


WASHINGTON (PPI)—-Washington has 
stepped up its campaign against Osama bin 
Laden, and has announced a reward of five 
million dollars. for providing information 
about the last year embassy bombing in 


is in form of a thirty- 
second television commercial which the US 
government is sending to its embassies 


It is expected that US embassies will per- 
suade as many countries as possible to air 
the commercial containing a graphic foot- 
age of the bombings and an appeal for. 
information. The US government wants this 
video seen around the world by as many 
people as possible, said BBC television in 


The US has charged Osama bin Laden 
with the embassy bombing and Osama 
is now on the FBI’s most wanted list for 


against attack 


Rabbani stated. “What it is doing in Pal- 
estine and Iraq? And what did it do last 
year against Afghanistan and Sudan?” 
he asked. 

“Tt actually uses the Osama bin Lad- 
en issue as an excuse in order to take 
revenge against the Islamic government 
in Afghanistan and wants to subject us 
to its laws and orders, which we will 
not let happen,” he asserted. 

- Rabbani threat- 
ened that if 
Washington car- 
ried out its threats 
by bombing Af- 
ghanistan, it 
would be very se- 
rious and the Is- 


would not stand 
with its hands 


tied. 
He said that the 
Laden issue 


solved through 
force and that di- 
alogue was the 
best means for 
reaching a solu- 
tion. 

“Osama came 
to Afghanistan 
under the admin- 
istration of 
former President 
Burhanuddin 
Rabbani so he is 
the guest of Af- 
ghanistan and our 
customs and faith 
bar the eviction of a guest or handing him 
over to his enemies,” he asserted. 

Asked by the Al-Ittihad newspaper if 
the Taliban would accept the trial of 
Laden in a neutral state, which recog; 
nises Taliban as a government and has 
no hostility towards Laden, such as the 
United Arab Emirates, Rabbani was 
evasive in his reply. 


“A merica has so far not produced any: | 


proof about Osama’s involvement {in 
terrorism] and therefore there is no jus- 
tification for his trial anywhere,” he re- 
plied. “If America produces convinc- 
ing proof about his involvement in the 
Nairobi and Dar es Salaam bombings, 
we will try him in the courts of Afghan- 
istan,” he added. a 
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| Afghan Foreign 


Minister ,calls 
on President 


ISLAMABAD (APP) - The. Af- 
ghan Foreign Minister Mullah Mu- 
hammad Hassan Akhund on Thurs- 
day called on President Muhammad 
Rafiq Tarar. 

He was accompanied by Mullah 
Amir Khan Mutaqi, Minister of In- 
formation & Culture, Mullah Abdul 
Razaq Akhund,. Minister Com- 
merce, Molvi Jalaluddin Haqqani, 
Minister of Frontiers, Moulvi Abdul 
Raqib, Minister of Refugees and 
Martyred, Mullah Hamdullah Nom- : 
ani, Minister for Higher Education, | 
Dr, Abdul Satar Paktees, Chief of | 
Protocol, Ministry of Foreign Af- | 
fairs and.Saeedur Rehman Haqqa- 
ni, Afghan’Charge d’ Affairs in Is- 
lamabad. _ Re aut 

The President emphasized the im- 
portance of establishing peace in Af- 
ghanistan. Peace, he said, was a pre- 
requisite for progress and prosperi- 


, 


ty. s Res 
The Afghan Foreign Minister stat- 
ed that his government wanted to 
ring peace to Afghanistan. He also 
‘appreciated the latest peace initiative 
of the Government of Pakistan, The 
further expansion of economic and. 
commercial cooperation between 
|Pakistan and Afghanistan were also 
discussed. git. 
_ The meeting was also attended by 
the Minister of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs Siddique Khan Kanjo and sen- 
ior officials of the Foreign Office. 
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Mullah Omar 
survives big 
explosion 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: Afghanis- 
tan’s supreme leader, Mullah 
Mohammad Omar, survived a big 
explosion near his house in Kan- 
dahar city on Tuesday night, AIP 
reported. 

AIP said a resident of the city 
reached by phone could not explain 
the explosion but said it damaged 
Omar’s house and jolted a large 
number of others. | 

Kandahar, in southern Afghanis- 
tan, is the headquarters of the 
Taliban movement. First reports 
said there were many casualties 
and serious damage. 

Afghan Islamic Press (AIP) quot- 
ed residents as saying the explosion 
happened at 10.30pm. 

“The blast was so big that every- 
one thought it had happened in 
their area,” AlP reported. 

“People ran from their houses, 
windows were broken and there 
was panic and confusion; No one 


knows what caused the explo-. 


sions,” the agency said. 
It said that people ran from their 
houses fearing they were under 


bombardment but the cause of the 
explosion or explosions was not | 


immediately known. 

AIP said some residents believed 
it might be another US attack on 
suspected hideouts of Osama bin 
Laden, who is a “guest” of Taliban 
movement which controls most of 
Afghanistan, but there was no con- 
firmation of this. | 

“Some people feared this might 
be another US cruise missile attack 
to get Osama but nobody knows, it 
is confusion,” AIP reported. 

The US launched cruise missile 
attacks against bin Laden on Aug 
20 last year in retaliation for the 
bombing of its Kenyan and Tanza- 
nian embassies which killed 200, . 

He has been variously reported as 
living near Kandahar and the east- 
ern town of Jalalabad and nearby 
mountains but his exact where- 
abouts are a mystery.—DPA/Reuters 
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Taliban start probe 
into Kandahar blast 


KABUL, Aug 26: Ruling Taliban 
movement said on Thursday it was 
investigating the huge blast outside 
the residence of its supreme leader, 
Mulla Mohammad Omar, in 
Kandahar. 

A Taliban official said from 
Kandahar that authorities were 
looking into Tuesday night's explo- 
sion that killed at least 10 people, 
including three of Omar’s security 


guards, and wounded more than 40... 


“No suspect has been arrested. 
We are at the earliest stage and 
can’t give you details of the investi- 
gation now. With God’s grace, the 


culprits of the incident will be 


traced soon,” the official, 
Jahangirwal, told Reuters. .  . 

High-intensity explosives packed 
in barrels in a truck caused the 
blast, the first in the Taliban’s seat 
of power. 


The Taliban says Omar was not | 


injured in the blast, which officials 


have blamed on the enemies of _ 


“Islam and the country”. 

The Kandahar’ explosion 
occurred during a major Taliban 
offensive against Masood north of 


Mullah Omar — 


suspects foreign 
hand in blast 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 28: Taliban 
supreme leader Mullah Mohammad 
Omar on Saturday said some “for- 
eign hand” was behind struck 
bombing in his home bast city of 
Kandahar but tHat the United 
States was “not involved.” 

“It was a political act involving 


some foreign hand,” the Taliban 


chieftoldthe AIP, © us). 
“The United States. was not 
involved, it had.no hand in the 
explosion,” Omar said, speaking to 
the Pakistan-based AIP from 


Kandahar, the Taliban’s headquar- 
ters city where the massive explo- 
sion occurred on Tuesday close to . 


his home. 

An investigation was underway, 
he said, vowing the culprits woul 
be arrested. , 

“Those responsible cannot 


” 
. 


Taliban officials have said the 


* blast, which killed 10 people and 


caused widespread devastation, was 


Kabul and efforts by Pakistan to 
get. Masood to the negotiating 
table. 

Masood’s supporters said the 
blast was a sign of local hatred of 
the Taliban. 

SECURITY NET: Taliban author- 


_ities have cast a wide security net 


across southern Afghanistan after 
the attack. (oe 

Senior Taliban spokesman Abdul 
Hai Mutmaen said the would-be 
assassins had directly targeted 
Omar. “It seems the plot had been 
worked on for years, or at least a 
year” =, | 

“Investigations are under way, 
we are alert to our enemies,” he 
added. | 
. Sources said exit routes out of 
Kandahar near Spin Boldak on the 
Pakistan border, to Herat in the 
west and Ghazni in the north were 
being tightly monitored as a man- 
hunt continues for the bombers. 

The Taliban says three people 
drove the truck to Kandahar and 
parked it along the Herat Highway, 
within a short distance of Omar’s 
house.—Reuters/AFP___ 
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Taliban tighten | 
~ security after 
. Kandahar blast 


ISLAMABAD (NNI) - The Af- 
ghan ruling Taliban ‘have strength- 
ened security in southern Afghanistan 

after a truck bomb blast killed 10 peo- 
ple and nartowly missed their su- 
‘preme leader Mullah Mohammad 


‘Omar. Ao elex Kes 5 4, 4 
| All roads.out of Kandahar, the Tal- 
‘iban’s headquarters in southern Af- 
'ghanistan, have beep under tight mon-. 
litoring for bombers, Afghan sources 
heré said on’ Thursday. == °°", 
_ ‘The explosion took place late Tues- 
day after three people had parked the 
‘truck near Omar’s house. Taliban se- 
curity guards had told the people on 
the trutk to remove it, but they said it 
had broken. down and then left to 
“look for help.” ; 
In the back ofthe truck were six 
barrels of explosives, which went 
off when the guards tried to re- 
move the truck. According to the 
sources, the explosive device was 
very simple, but the explosion was 
massive, leaving 10 people dead and 
dozens injured. i 
-- Taliban authorities have blamed the 
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aimed at killing Omar.—AFP | 
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blast on the “enemies of Islam” but @ 
have been careful not to single out 


jsuspects. 
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War-weary Afgi ans dismiss : 





KABUL (AFP) - War-weary resi- 
dents of Kabul, two-thirds of which is 
in ruins after years of factional battles, ' 
have greeted the latest round of fight- 
ing with a mixture of gloom and dis- 
gust. { | 
‘This is merciless. Only Afghans are 
killed on both sides and Afghan prop- 
erty is being destroyed,’ said taxi driver 


. Abdul Rahim. 


YOSEF EF, 


‘Somebody should stop this. We have 
plenty of widows, orphans and handi- 
capped people anyway.’ ee 

Afghanistan has suffered huge losses 
in both human and material terms from 


the past 20 years of war, which began 


with the December 1979 Soviet inva- 


sion. co 
The UN and foreign aid groups oper- 
ating here are also suffering as the 
outside world and donor nations grow 
increasingly tired of Afghanistan's in- 
ability to settle its conflicts. : 
One pensioner said Kabul has thou- 


sands of widows and beggars and its. 
infrastructure is in ruins while the rul-, 


ing Taliban militia ‘is trying to push its 
juggernaut all over the country’. 

The purist Islamic militia, now in 
control of about 80 percent of the coun- 
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forth movements for'so many years. cre 2 
‘What we want is peace; not the fratri-. the frontlines'25 kilometers north of 
cidal war,’ said Mohammad Aziz, a here. 3," RS See : 


‘various factions?’ he said. cai 


" guerrillas the Soviet Union pulled out: 
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try, launched an offensive last Wednes: _itssummer offensive against Masood’s 
day to crush opposition forces led by men. Gh ee ee 
former defence minister Ahmad Shah - “They are attacking each other like. 
Masood. — | isthe ie, "> wolves, using all the strength they can 
‘T have heard the stories of back and muster,’ said Mohammad Asghar as a” 
Taliban jet screeched overhead to bomb 


‘4 


” 


Recent battles have ‘been *concen-. 
trated in the Shamali plains. Rocket 
strikes and artilery barrages are clearly 

‘audible to the capital's residents. - 

‘The fighting erupted. after United 

e. : B ° ni? 


retired civil servant. ee 

- Afghan leaders, he said, had yet to 
realise the futility of war, vi - 

- ‘Thisis useless. Who now cares about - 
those fighters who died in the previous. 3 


failed to persuade the Taliban to halt 
plans for its offensive and to continue 


hostilities between the communists and .. - Nations special envoy Lakh 


dye y a 


the mujahideen and then between the 


~ Afteradecade of battling mujahideen’. peace talks. =. ie 
His visit followed.a meeting in 
of Afghanistan in February 1989. They © ‘Tashkent of the Six-Plus-Two group. 
left behind a Moscow-backed commu-*" :The group comprises Afghanistan’s 
nist regime which was toppled ‘by the neighbours: - Iran,,Pakistan, China, 
mujahideen three years later. “+>. Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and 
After seizing power, the mujihadeen :; . Turkmenistan plus the United States 
: Gee ge reg Meth aay! ait eRe eae i a ee ts 
each other. The and Russia. It, was formed two years: 
ethnic Pashtun Taliban emerged.” ago to try to finda pea e formula: 


ta . 





factions turned; on Nussia. It: w: are: 
: ormul ee 


from the south and-under & stricts;.. Residents, who 
interpretation of Islamic law vowed.’ failed‘missions’ since ‘the latent 
to end the ‘evil and corrupt forces’ of - scoff at UN peacemaking efforts..; 7; 
the mujahideen. c+ oy Se” SThis is also’ a v 















~ Last Wednesday the militia launched *“money,’ said formier Civil servant Aziz. . 
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Kabul seeks UNHCR, Pakistan help to overcome | problems 





_ Afghanistan may not © 
sustain refugees burden 


From Our Correspondent 


PESHAWAR -—‘ Maulvi Abdul 
Rageeb, Refugees Repatriation Minis- 
ter of the Islamic Emirates Afghanistan 
has said that their government wel- 
comes repatriation of the refugees but 
owing to financial crunch, the govern- 
ment may not sustain the burden of ref- 
ugees. | 
“To ensure complete repatriation and 
rehabilitation of the refugees, the UN- 
HCR, Pakistan and other donors need 
to take active part in rebuilding and re- 
construction of Afghanistan,” he re- . 
marked while addressing a Press con- 
ference here at Afghan Consulate Gen- 
eral on Tuesday afternoon. 

The Afghan minister for refugees re- 
patriation, is currently leading an 8- 
member delegation to attend the tripar- 
tite conference on Afghan refugees re- 
patriation being held in Peshawar. 

Maulvi Abdul Raqeeb said that dur-'_ 
ing the two days tri-partite meeting, the — 
participants representing UNHCR, Pa- 
kistan and Islamic Emirates Afghani- _ 
stan had held lengthy debates over ways _ 

and means regarding repatriation of ref- 
ugees to their motherland. 
.. He said although they held-detailed - 
talks over the issue, final schedulé for * 
starting complete repatriation of the 
Afghan refugees from Pakistan is still 
awaited. In this connection, he told the 


ry 
a 

re 
we 
* 


« thetyvad iffonts.2s1olis 


tripartite meeting to help the Afghan 
government in provision of economic, 
agriculture, employment, health, edu- 
cation, communication and other facil- 
ities. . 

He was of the view that after getting 
facilities to refugees, the UNHCR, Pa- 
kistan and others could get rid of the 
influx of Afghan refugees. 

In response to. a question, Maulvi 
Abdul Rageeb disagreed with the 1m--. 
pression that Taliban leaders are not sin- 


‘cere to their declared general amnesty. 


He said that in the light of general am- 
nesty, the Afghans need to honour pol- 
icies of the Islamic government. 
However, he was reluctant to say that 
according to general amnesty all previ- 
ous misdeeds and wrong doings of the 
citizens had been forgiven. He alleged 
that not only former communists but 
even majority of the Mujahideen were 


still resisting policies of the Islamic 


government. 

“We never send youngsters forcibly 
to the war fronts,” was his reply when 
diverted his attention towards the recent 
reports pertaining to sending of young- 
sters forcibly to war fronts by Taliban. 


* He added that their opponents, particu: 
Jarly Ahmad Shah, Masud, aye known 
an a ewe 


for'sendiing’ the ‘Young 


Answering to.a question, Maulvi 


issue was yet to be resolved but he re- 
jected the allegations that Taliban were 
reluctant to enter into dialogues for a 
- negotiated solution to the conflict. He 
added that since their emergence, Tali- 
ban had time and again participated in 
direct and indirect negotiations. He blamed 
the opposition for rejecting the UN, OIC 
and other countries call for a cease-fire. 
Answering to yet another question, 
_Maulvi Abdul Rageeb confirmed that 
there exists from 50,000 to 60,000 Tad- 
jik refugees in Taliban controlled areas 
of Kabul and Jalalabad but he dispelled 
the impression that they had made hos- 
tages such people. He claimed that such 
families had been migrated to Taliban 
controlled areas. In response to a ques- 
tion, he said that there is no restriction 
against such people if they want to go 
back to their houses. He added that ac- 
cording to its own obligations, the Is- 
lamic Emirates is providing due facili- 
ties to these war-displaced refugees. 
Maulvi Abdul Rageeb said that next 
meeting on Afghan refugees repatria- 
tion will be held in Kabul. However, its ' 
date and time is yet to be announced. 
He, while answering to a question, 
also confirmed that Iranian authorities 
“ were forcibly ejecting-ehe-Afghan ‘ref- ‘ 
gees" Tr this cofedtiol, Né said that! 


uo ils casio Us 279 befugees returnitig'-to'Herat,’ Farah: ,! 


Jauzjan and other provinces have con- 


‘Abdul Raqeeb confirmed that Afghan _ firmed such reports. 
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High level meeting reviews: 
repatriation. of: refugees — 


From Our Correspondent 


PESHAWAR - In connection with . 
repatriation of the Afghan refugees, Oth - 
meeting of the Tripartite Repatriation ‘ 
Commission was held in Peshawar with | 
NWFP Chief Minister Sardar Mehtab | 
Ahmad Khan in the chair, on Mon-. - 


7 day. 





The meeting besides others was at- 
tended by an 8-mémber delegation from 


Afghanistan headed by Refugees Min- . 





- be impossible for the eet aa 


ters to get maximum repatriation of the 
refugees. He added that international 


community needs to fulfill its respon- 


tae 


sibilities i in this connection , and must . 


extend financial support 2 the Islamic 
government. .. 
The NWFP Chief Minister, Sardar 


: Mehtab Ahmad’Khan saidithat launch- 
ing of large scale reconstruction is the . 


" Mehtab Ahmad Khan suggested for the 
creation of a permanent forum, 
As far as our government is con- 


| cerned, the Chief Minister said,” we are 


ready to extend all possible assistance 


in accordance with the proposals: and 


- ‘plans of the UNHCR. ' 


only solution to the repatriation of the: 


Afghan refugees. No doubt, he said, t 









The Refugees Minister of Islamic 
Emirate Afghanistan Maulvi Abdul 


Rageeb in his remarks thanked the peo- 


ple and government of Pakistan as well 


:_. as the donor agencies for their assist- 








47 


SCSOSE 


WSS 


OH HEE 


WF 


PSPS PPE 


t 


n ister Maulvi Abdul Rageeb, Chief of the . UNHCR and other donors had contrib-.__ ance and keen interest for looking after 
c) UNHCR 1 én in Pakistan, Gulzar ©. uted greatly towards the weal of the . the repatriation of Afghan refugees. _ 
oH? Khan Conjgpiisioner Afghan Refugees, Afghan refugees in the first phase.of. | While giving the policy. hasraen Ce) a 
Federal ‘Secretary for States and Fron- _ the Afghan issue yet, with the withdraw- his government, the Afghan minister 
CO tier Regions (SAFRAN) and others.: _al of the Russian forces, the sudden .. said,” we are not only making hectic 
= The meeting which continued for sev- . stoppage of the assistance had not only. _ efforts for the repatriation as well as 
eral hours discussed in depth the out- enhanced miseries of the refugees but ' reliabilitation of the refugees from Pa- 
co come of the previous meeting as well _ had also caused difficulties for Pakistan:  kistan and Iran but would also welcome © 
ae as constraints being faced for the hon- Similarly, he said, the repatriation. the return of the Afghans living in any 
ourable and safe return of Afghan refu- —_ process is also not an easy task and de- __part of the world. 
gees to their motherland. manded whole-hearted and sincere.ef- As far as, the peace and conducive 
Almost all the participants were of the . forts besides the material support which .. atmosphere i is concerned, it is very 
Z, | view that besides creating conducive _ is also a great challenge both for the much there in almost 90 per cent area 
© | atmosphere in. Afghanistan, it is also UNHCR and for the Afghan ’govern- of Afghanistan but we need concrete ' 
~=4 | must that economic activities are geared - ment. Therefore, he said, the UNHCR ._ assistance’for generation of economic 1 
i up. The UNHCR representatives - must approach the donor agencies to activities in the country. - ; 
<< | briefed the meeting about the repatria- _ seek generous assistance for the reha- While giving sectorial priorities in | 
@a | tion process of the refugees. The UN- _ bilitation of the refugees, eh this connection, he said, agriculture. 
‘| HCR also informed about its standard . The Chief Minister further said, with development, reconstruction: and 
package being given to the returning _ the passage of time, the situation in Pa-*' strengthening of health institutions 
refugees from both Iran and Pakistan. _ kistan especially in this part of the coun- -' and rehabilitation of infra-structur-. 

During proceedings of the meeting, try is also becoming a matter of con- al network particularly the commu- 
the Afghan minister for refugees Maul-__ cern and it would also be equally im- ‘ nication system together with pro- 
vi Abdul Rageeb confessed that unless . portant to facilitate the speedy return of vision of education facilities is the 
proper economic opportunities, it ‘could pera Cee: For this purpose See demand of the hour. 

ISLAMABAD (APP) — -To acceler: shiagion, Daisies Afplianisiati and Rea eb’ spelling 0 out his government's S 
ate its efforts for rehabilitation of Af- | United Nations High Copomnlesions ‘for 2s ‘polly, had said, his administration was 
ghan Refugees the Tripartite Repa-: : Refug sees (UNHCR). - vs. # op ‘not.only making ‘hectic efforts for re- | 

= triation Commission on Afghan Dis- _ But; he said, lot of ground ‘ork need: *patriation but also rehabilitation of. the ' 

«*) placed Persons will meet in Kabul next ed to:be done before taking final steps Displaced Persons from. Pakistan and | 

~" month.’ ..,” for. sending back ‘Afghan Refugees, tov ‘Iran. “‘We-Wwill algo welcome the return’: 

C5 The agenda of 10th meeting is tocre- ¢ their motherland. ~ . . of Afgtians living i in other parts of the 

2 ate enabling conditions in the South | . “First of all the iand-mines in the area.» world.” >; 4. 

<< East provinces of Afghanistan adjacent « “are the main concern. Without sweep- .- But, he said; as regards sectoral pri-. 

~- to Pakistan so that the refugees staying . ;ing these mines it would be difficult to- otities: agricultural development, re-' 

aN here-could be sent back. « .- - undertake i tructure. evelopment x, construction and strengthening of ; 

The meeting will be attended by Chief * . in the area,” the official saidacs 8 (health institutions and rehabilitation of « 
Commissioner Afghan Refugees in Pa-. + He. said, health and communication ‘infrastructure: network, particularly in'‘ 
kistan, Commissioner Afghan Refugees * “facilities ate-othér sectors which should’ the commiitication sector, together with ' 

Dz, Peshawar, representatives from Paki-' :. be developed before stafting the: proc-”), Provision pe ncgiiona facilities were | 
O stan’s Foreign Office and SAFRON, , ess of rehabilitation. : There, should bess tees ofthe ho 
nd UNHCR members and Kabul’s repre-:  eniabling conditions f acy therrer PP a strong’ possibly that; a rep 
i sentatives. : vee pete +e nt Neha rr ‘of NWFP will also. attend ; 
< An official of Commissioner for Af.’ The same views Were. expres: d-by ” ton meeting of the Commission.to be ' 
2, ghan Refugees told the agency on Mon-. - “the Afghan Minister who'pafticipated: ? held in Sepfember as the Chief Minis-: 
day that it is the common concern of *" in the 9th meeting of the, Commission. ..' ter NWFP. has been taking keen inter: : 
all three members of Tripartite | Com:_!. Afghan. ‘minigter,. Maui: Abdul.’ est in rehabilitation Process. 
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Afghans protest in 
Tehran against 
Taliban ‘repression’ 


TEHRAN (AFP) - A veiled Afghan. 


woman called here Friday for an end to. 


the Taliban’s ‘medieval’ repression in 


' her homeland as several hundred Af- 


ghan refugees demonstrated outside 
UN offices against the militia’s 


~ ‘crimes.’ 


The woman, clad in a black chador, 
condemned ‘the Taliban’s campaign 
of repression, especially against 
women, in Afghanistan.’ 

‘This medieval group has impris- 
oned an entire people, and no one can 
move,’ she said, calling for UN inter- 
vention ‘to stop the massacres perpe- 
trated by the Taliban’ in neighboring 
Afghanistan. . 

About 300 Afghans, most of them 
refugees residing in Iran, participated 
in the rally organized by Afghans liv- 
ing here and Islamic groups. 

They called for the United Nations 
and the Organization of the Islamic 
Conference, currently chaired by 
Tehran, to intervene with Pakistan ‘to 
halt its military interference and role’ 
on behalf of the Taliban. 

They chanted slogans against Taliban 
leader Mullah Omar and the United 
States and called for peace in Afghani- 
stan. 

Several demonstrators carried pic- 
tures of Afghan opposition commander 


Ahmed Shah Massoud, but organizers 


asked them to put the pictures aside. 

The Afghan opposition, supported 
by Iran, accuses the Taliban of massa- 
cring several hundred villagers during 
its offensive north of Kabul in late July. 

On August 5, the opposition com- 
mander took back positions that the 
Taliban had seized. 

Iran does not recognize the Taliban 
government, which ousted President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani in 1996, and has 
vowed not to normalize relations with 
the Isiamic militia until it arrests those 
responsible for the murder of nine Ira- 
nians in Afghanistan last year. 

The Taliban have never admitted kill- 
ing the eight Iranian diplomats and one 
journalist, who were slain when the 
militia captured the northern Afghan 
town of Mazar-i-Sharif. 
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UN refuses | Afghan DPs 


to help new 
Afghan 
refugees 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: United 
Nations relief agencies in 
Afghanistan have flatly refused to 
extend any assistance to persons 
displaced by factional fighting in 
that country. _ i: ; 

This categorical statement was 
made by the UN Chief Coordinator 
for Afghanistan Mr. Broneck 
Szynalski at a news conference at 


_the UN Information Centre here on 


Friday. ae | 
He said it is not the intention of | 
the UN to provide humanitarian 


assistance to them because it isa - 


man-made emergency and must be 
resolved by those involved in it: . | 

_ He said bulk of people seem to 
have moved to Kabul numbering 
between 30,000 to 40,000 along 
with their families. The UN has 
given the warring factions 20 days 
notice to settle down these people 
back in their homes, adding they 
have reports that some families 
have gone back. . 

Without knowing the actual fig- 
ure of the persons in the Panjsher 
valley, he estimated that 60,000 to 
70,000 persons were there, but they 
would try to send missions or check 
from NGOs as to how they these 
people were being taken care of. 

He said there are another 10,000 
displaced persons from northern 
Afghanistan who have sought shel- 
ter in different parts of the country 
with some staying with their 
friends and relatives...’ 

The UNICEF representative 
Louis G. Arsenault was unable to 
give the exact number of children 
fighting in Afghanistan and only 
said that “children between the 
ages of 15 and 35 are involved in 
the fighting.” He could not make a 
distinction between children and 
young men.—PPI | | 


DAWN 
21 AUG 1899 





ee 


“protest in 


nat Tehran -. | 


TEHRAN, Aug 13: A veiled 
Afghan woman called here on- 


Friday for an end to the Taliban’s 
“mediaeval” repression in her 
homeland ‘as several’ hundred 
Afghan refugees demonstrated out- 
side UN offices against the militia’s 


_ “crimes.” 
. The woman, clad in‘a black 


chador, condemned “the Taliban’s 
campaign of repression, especially 
against women, in Af i . 
= “This mediaeval group has 
imprisoned an entire people, and ‘no 
one can move,” she said, calling for 
UN intervention “to stop the mas- 
sacres perpetrated by the Taliban” 
in neighbouring Afghanistan. 
_About 300 Afghans, most of them 
refugees residing in Iran, participat- 
ed in the rally organized by 
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' His departure came,at the helm of his 
- renewed outburst against the increasing 
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oon Shinwari, however, said it is 
awaz Sharif where- 


however, that the 


S ‘are, 


‘addad was scheduled almost 
xe | | | 
on 
' former Afghan President was 


adi’s routine visit to Denmark 


week. bagk. 
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interference from neighboring countries 
lin the affairs of. Afghanistan. ANLF 


' Director for Foreign Relation Hu- 


the reported presence of Pakistan Army 
in Afghanistan. This move pit Pakistan 


leave Pakistan in the wake of. his letter 
in the earlier See his concern over 


to Prime Minister: 
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On Thursday, Foreign Minister Sar- 
taj Aziz, had a half-an-our talks with 


in embarrassing situation on interna- 
the Afghan leader on telephone at his 


tional level. * 
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hatullah Mujaddedi to ) 


leave its soil. “ We have.always con- 


“sidered Pakistan our second country. 


! 


) 


| 
) 
ry next day high level 
Pakistan officials met him at his Islam- 


é 
e 
abad residence. — 


“It was just a routine meeting,” Hu- 


mayoon Shinwari said and quashed the 
“ speculations that Pakistan has exerted 


pressure on Sibg 


The same night he proceeded to Islam- 


in Afghanistan in his interview to BBC. 
abad: And the v 


flatly denied thé presence of Pak Army 


Peshawar residence.’ Sartaj' Aziz had 


| 


jueIsTye pue UsioJ0J OY) UT poye{nad 

OSTE 1Nq JUYS ZEMEN JoIsTUTy SUL 0} 
poysyedsep Ayuo 30u Sem 379] SILL 
tPIppelow-Tv YETIMEYsqIS “Jold 
‘smox AalIouS 

‘AystuTy Bos 


-9q juouSpne Jo Aeq ot uO Jopjnoys — 


mo uo sar Ajtpiqisuodsas aaes3 yons 
yeUp YSIM JOU OP | JotPOIG JOYSIM-|[om 


-mmok se yory noX uo 3saz [IM sueyd 
-JO pue SMOPIM ‘UaIP[TYS ‘UsuIOM But 
-pNOU! SUIT[SNA] SSajaoUasep snoyoumNU 


jo oyey o13en Jo Ayyiqisuodsar om piq 
IO} POD SsIMIOTIO 
‘yeep snopus0Y 
Jo YonpD oy Woy 
ueisiueysyy jo oid 
B -ood ssajaouajop ot) 
oSeATES [LM SAOUI SItp ‘ATpowqnopuy) 
“uRysTueYysyy aAvo] ApoyeIpourUt 0} 
sqery pus sfeuoneu tuE syed ot) JOj 
Joplo ue ansst 0} nNoX adm Ajsuons Ja 
-Wy0q UNTIsNYA] NOX se | ‘Jaysestp JofeUT 
8 JO PjJOM 9G) SUTADITO SN} WOISIA 
onsuajoereyo mmoX YIM SISHD [Ide 
ay} poajoses Apeosje aaey nod sy 
‘Sapeq Soup UT PAAfOAUT A[TAEY 
useq SABY ULISTyed Ul SJUSpIsal SqUIV 
poupuny Inoj pue ‘lueshye” puesnoyy 
SA punosze 6661 AINE “WOE Pep 10d 
4IUUOL J IY] SB [TIM SB GG6GI AINE 67 PO 


L—, mere 

Na2Q 845.4 

ag eRe 

‘ey S 2° 4 ; 

g2 a BS e | 

a > Se : 

ja 0 SoA ae: - ER 

Zee 2 7ea co 

Seo 835 ° = 

08-.. Bg Oy Za © 

263° “Ses Oo => 

Se ™ sega. =] <t 

aoP . > oo oO 9°. 

2 29 “Sweoee food 

35% ones tt ex 

VHS A 9 Be: f 
339° .3", 

gegusegce 

2geq Bas 8 


“ep basysoy Atrep kq poles yiodal b 


YIM souRpsOs—e UT ApE[UNIS pue UOHeU! 
-JOJUI JO VdaId sIqQeIja1 0) Surpso99y 
"porey Useq SABY UsFp[IYo pue 
UsWIOM ZUIpNOU! SUBITIAID Jo Joquinu 
Jo3ie| B ‘aouenbesu09 w& sq: AjayeUN} 


-JoyuN yey) syuauoddo J9y)-YO SAISUDJ 


~Jo atp poysung] oaey wees otp “Shep 
SaIY) SE] IU} JOJ “Iompolg Feac] “ssodons 
pure yyeoy moX 30y AYSrurpy Azad J, 
eae ‘Topoig Jeeq 
; “peqvule|s] 
a ueystyed Jo SI] 
-qndoy oruue]s] HL JO JaystulA] SUT 
a ‘yueYS 
ZeMEN peurureyoy] Adua[20xq STH 
‘JONI JO 1X9} Sy} SI SUIMOTIO-7 
-e3s 
-TueYysjy IA¥a] 0} sqeIY puE sluEIshyed 
IO} J9PIO UE INSSI 0} JONI ot) psyse 
sey Ipippefoy ‘ssunysiyur ueysjyy 
oy} UI sqely pue sluvysryeg JO JUSUI 
-QAJOAUL JOAO WIDU0S sIy Bulssaidxe 
jueys zemenN pewueyoy] Jo siul 
OWL 0} Jone] B USS Sey OY OUT SIL 
‘QUIOY PUES SY se s]feo poyeodal-1j0 
oy WOYM UEIsTyeg UO UISIONUD ZuoNs 
YIIA NO VWIOD UTese sdUO0 Sey “UB)ST- 
-uvyZjy Jo JepIsalg Jou0} pure JUoI] 
uonesoqry] jeuonen ueYyssy Jo Joly 
‘ipippelowy yeTmeysqis 10ssajold 


uBjsIuRYySssy jinb 0} sqery ‘stuByshyed 


| 


| I9P1O 0} ZBMBN] SYSS Ipoppelnyy : 


| | | 


——, 


DL LPL RL FD 


Cn aaa] 
Pia ae 


YE 


LZ — 


S OSC 


Sed 


YE 


Ceo Pasa Y 
cca a 


v6 


a 
Cd 
a eed 


VAE 


Yes 


Pe 


Spx 


fa 


nt | 
bes FRR SRS SPEIER SBSISFISFISRERSESE 





Afghanistan News Clipping 


(4 | 
GFL SOQ DELP EL EL EPG 
4 | if 


S 
| , _) 2 





ys x 
: Pak army, Osama ; | 
militants accused of dl 
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supporting Taliban 


From Our Correspondent , 


PESHAWAR - Ittehad Islami of Prof. 


pisa and Parwan provinces. 
He further said that identity of all 
these foreigners supporting Taliban in 
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Abdul Rab Rasool Sayaf is the second © 


Jehad group which accused Pakistan’s 
armed forces and militant supporters of 
Arab national Osama bin Laden of sup- 
porting Taliban in the current fighting 
in north of Kabul. 
Earlier, Afghan National Liberation 
Front (ANLF) Chief and former Afghan 
President Prof. Sibghatullah Mujadde- 
- di was the first one who made such al- 
legations against Pakistan through a let- 
ter addressed to Prime Minister Mo- 
hammad Nawaz Sharif. _ 

Engineer Toryalay, an activist of It- 
tehad Islami (Sayaf) who introduced 
himself as a spokesman of the North- 
ern Alliance at Peshawar, through a 
Press statement, alleged that the Tali- 
ban with the help of militarymen of 


their fighting have been confirmed. 
Elaborating his point of view, Engineer 
Toryalay said that some of them are vic- 
tims in the fighting while a large 
number have been arrested. He said that 
121 out of these Pakistani armymen 
were sent from Cherat and 11 of them 
have been killed in the fighting. They 
included Zafarul Haq, Sanaullah from 
Swat, Akbar from Multan, Ali Haidar 
from Swat, Kefayat from Lakki Mar- 
wat, Salim from Kohat, Izazullah Now- 
shehra, Alam Shah from Multan and Zia 
from Batagram. 

As there is no further fighting but the 
Northern Alliance has been occupying 
the Salang Tunnel. He added that Tali- 
ban have made several attacks against 
Salang tunnel but it were repulsed. 
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Ch ‘Pakistan and supporters of Osama bin He, however, confessed fall of Sher 

| Laden captured Bagram, Nijrab, Tagab, Khan Bandar to Taliban in Kanduz 

ay Charikar and other areas. He also al- province along with the Imam Sa- Ww me 

Ca leged that Pakistan’s aircrafts have also hib district. He apprehended that ox 

| contributed in the current fighting. He Taliban are likely to initiate further at- | 
added that after six days fighting on tacks against Salang Tunnel and the 

ay/ the orders of Ahmad Shah Masud, the __ fighting in north of Kabul could be fur- x = 

fj Northern Alliance troops vacated Ka- ther prolonged. : | | 
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Security Council - 


UNITED NATIONS, Aug 5: The 
UN Security Council on Thursday 
condemned the Taliban militia’s 
latest offensive in Afghanistan 
against the last bastion of opposi- 
tion in the north of the country. . 

“Members of the Council con- 
demn the Taliban for the launching 
of the large-scale military offensive 
in the recent days,” said a state- 
ment read by Council president 
Martin Andjaba of Namibia. 

In their closed-door meeting 
here, Council members “demanded 
that the Taliban stop the offensive 
immediately and resume political 


UN not to 


Taliban: 


TEHRAN, July 31: UN special 
envoy for Afghanistan, Lakhdar 
Brahimi has said that Taliban 
would continue to face the problem 


of non-recognition by the interna- — 


tional community even if they cap- 
ture the entire Afghan territory 
through military means, Radio 
Tehran reported on Saturday. 

In an interview with IRNA, the 
UN envoy expressed deep concern 


| over the heavy offensive by the 


Neighbours urged to remain neutral - 


é 


Annan fears Afghan’ 


condemns Taliban | 


negotiations under the auspices of _ 


the United Nations,” Mr Andjaba’ 
said. - 
“Members of the Council expres- 
sed their concern at reports of mas- 
sive military assistance in support 
of above-mentioned offensive,” 
Andjaba said. “They call for the 
immediate end of all external inter- 
ference.” oi 
“To our dismay, the international. 
community, throughout this period, 
with regards to the cessation of for- 
eign aggression in Afghanistan, did 
not resort to any beneficial or con-, 
structive measures.”—-AFP 2 


recognize © 
Brahimi. 


Taliban against the United Front.. 
He said Taliban have provoked the 
anger of the global and regional 
countries by not abiding to the 
peace accords particularly the lat- 
est agreement in the meeting of six 
plus two group in Tashkent. 

The United Nations, he said, has 
suspended its aid supply pro- 
grammes to different parts of 
Afghanistan due to escalation in 
war.—NNI 
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conflict may escalate 


UNITED NATIONS, Aug 7: UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan 
appealed on Friday to the six coun- 


tries bordering Afghanistan to hon-: 


our a pledge to keep out of the civil 
war, lest it become a m -nation- 
al conflict”. 

“Even as a purely internal con- 
flict, the Afghan crisis is a clear 
menace to regional peace and sta- 
bility,” Annan said in a statement 
through his spokesman. 

He said he was disturbed by 
reports “that there are now thou- 
sands of non-Afghan nationals tak- 


ing part in the fighting” between, 


_ the Taliban and its opponents. 
' Annan also criticized the bel- 


| ligerents for “cynically” trying to 


- leaders,” he said. 


exploit the UN by forcing ivilians . 
to flee their homes, then asking for 
humanitarian aid. 5 ier 

“The parties responsible for such . 


‘disasters cannot, cynically, commit . 


such criminal acts, then turn to the’: 
UN and the international communi- | 
ty as a whole to help save their own. j 
people from disasters provoked by 
those who claim to be the country’s 


’ Annan recalled _ that 
Afghanistan’s neighbours had 
signed a joint declaration last 


-month in which they “agreed not to 


provide military support to any 
Afghan party and to prevent the 
use of our territories for such pur- 


. poses.”—AFP Ly ee 
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Annan calls for — 
end to fighting in 
Afghanistan 


UNITED NATIONS (NND - As tens 


| of thousands of people fled the latest 


bout of fighting in Afghanistan, UN 
‘Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
called upon Se aes | 
_ the warring factions. to stop their 
‘senseless self-destruction” and resume 
serious negotiations under the auspices 


| of the world body: 


- In astatement issued by his spokes- 
man here,‘ Annan said the changing for- 
tunes of the parties on the battlefield 
“vividly illustrate that the Afghan con- 
flict can never be resolved through force 
and the gain or loss of territory will not 
bring peace.” 

“It demonstrates ‘anew that the con- 
flict will end only through a peaceful 
dialogue which would lead to national 


| reconciliation ‘and the formation of a 


genuinely representative government 
acceptable to all Afghans,” he said. 
“This fundamental truth has been re- 


| affirmed one more time’at the recent 
| ffigetifig of the “Six-pIUs-"TWo” group 
Jin Tashkent 

| - Annan described as “alarming” re- 


ports of massive forced displacement of 


| civilians and said UN personnel and 


others were trying to ascertain those 
responsible for the human rights viola- 
tions. The U.N. staff was also assess- 
ing the needs of people affected by the 
fighting and was: prepared to provide 


‘whatever help was available, he said. 


“But the. parties responsible for such 
disasters cannot, cynically commit 


‘such criminal acts and’ then turn to 


the UN and ‘the international’ com- 
munity as a whole to help save their 


‘own people from disasters provoked by 


those who claim to be their country’s 
leaders,” he said. ~ 
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Madaris role 
| in backing 
oy Taliban — 
y worries UN 21 AUS: 699 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 20: The ‘The ‘Taliban's information minis- 
e y) United ae on Friday voiced ter, Amir Khan Mutaqqai, mean- 
i Sone over the growing recruit- while claimed that the militia - a 
ment of students from seminaries: which rules more than two-thirds of 
in Its war against the. country $''the country - had repulsed attacks 


| 
| 
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“y beleaguered opposition alliance. ‘in the eastern Nangarhar and x 

fos The process has been going on Kunar provinces. 
| for some time and we are worried it; «The entire provinces of Kunar. | 
is increasing,” said Louis-Georges and Nangarhar are now controlled _ Qi 
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Arsenault, UNICEF representative! 
for Afghanistan in Islamabad. problems in these areas,” he told 

He could not give an exact figure. AIP—dpa — | 
on how many students had joined Pe ee 
the Afghan civil war on the side of 
the pro-Pakistan Taliban. 

“The number is in thousands, 
and a big number among the fresh 
draftees is under the age of 18,” 
Arsenault told German Press 
Agency dpa in an interview. 

He said the trend was of great 
concern and that was why the 
world body was appealing to all the. 
Afghan factions to refrain from 

: recruiting young fighters for any of 
the fronts. |... _ ae 

Early last week, some 2,000 
Afghan youngsters, currently learn- 
ing at one of pro-Taliban schools in 
Akora Khattak, some 120 kilome- 
tres northwest of Islamabad, were 


by Taliban and we are facing no 
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UN condemns Taliban 
_ for HR violations 


By Our Correspondent 
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UNITED NATIONS, Aug 18: The According to the UN Hi 
| » AUB 4 gh 
UN Secretary General Kofi Annan Commissioner for Refugees 
, a rans Soe Sone _ (UNHCR) around 10,000 people 
S e an for its “forced displace- arrived in Kabul on foot over th 
poeuars a omens vs ret ment of civilians in Afghanistan as weekend, after trekking By tbat 
| aan an forces north of cap a result of a recent offensive from the Shomali plain and 
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pre alliance”. -.‘:. Another 9,000 reportedly arrived i 
suggested that the majority o sem- Annan also expressed deep con-. the city on Monday: aoe a 
inaries in the Ogee tees ne cern over reports that students He urged the parties to immedi- 
area had oe close x Ai e some as young as 14 'years were ately end the conflict and ensure 
young Taliban, mos BY ghans, involved in the fighting calling the protection of civilians. 
2 ae ae ghting in eae eee ae the warring parties in the con- The Secretary-General also 
d cr ry: | ae ict to respect Convention on the called on the warring pa ties t 

Pakistani border authorities last Rights of the Child. eas ensure the safe and tee HreSTont 
ue ates wale pear iscsi In a statement issued here by his of relief workers who, he said, 
aia ta spokesman Mr Annan said he was_ remain committed to providing 
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A Taliban delegation recently 
visited northwestern Pakistan to 
persuade the students to take part 
in the jihad in Afghanistan. 

FIGHTING: Fierce fighting 


alarmed and deeply distressed by 
reports of widespread violations of 
human rights and international 
humanitarian law against inhabi- 
tants of the Shomali Plain and dis- 


humanitarian assistance to the vic- 
tims of the conflict. However, he 
noted, the primary responsibility 
for the welfare of the Afghan civil- 
ians rested with those who have 
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laced people in th i . di ' 
raged on Friday betweenTaliban People in the capital, Kabul. displaced them from their homes. 


militia and forces loyal toAhmed 

Shah Masood in the country’s east. 
Troops were fighting in Laghman 

province for the control of the* DAWN 

strategic Daulat Shah district, the 

Afghan Islamic Pressreported. : 1 “4 AUG TGQ 
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The Pakistan-based private news 
service said Taliban forces have : 
launched a large-scale offensive to ae Ping 
capture the district, still in the 
hands of Masood’s troops. 
The report said ten soldiers were 
killed there and more than a dozen 
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against th iti : | : 
However, Pakistani press reports - & € opposition northern Panjsher valley north of the city. 
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injured in the past two days. | 
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UN doubts relevance of 
Afghan mediation group 










‘UNITED NATIONS (AFP) - JUN of: ““Jicious' ‘si baseless.’ But Afghanistan’ S’ 
ficials cast doubt Friday’on peace ef- ° opposition, has denounced Islamabad : 
forts involving Afghanistan’s six neigh: ' for ité ‘flagrant involvement.’ : 
bour countries and urged the interna-... ‘We believe that the short-cut to peace 
tional community to come Per fresh ~ iin Af hai pistan is cessation of Pakista- 
ideas to halt the fighting. ni aid to the Taliban and despatchof re- 


| ‘The political situation is 4 stalemate,’ -inforcements 0 of. troops and volinteers 
Kieran: Prendergast, ,inder secretary’: ok fo our. country, Abdullah. talc AFP on 
general for political affairs, told the Se- Tuas pe 
curity Council. ae BG i SE Me “Thié six-plus-two were originally as- 
It was, he added, ‘extremely perplex. ; “sembled calmost two years ago with a 
ing that dutside support for the warring‘; view'to: ‘adopting as joint-strategy. vis- 
parties has not ’ since the $o- ‘"a-vis a peaceful solution to the. Afghan 
called six-plus-two group- met on. July! Bp sanflity Prendergast said... | 
20 and pledged to keep out of be Af. . ‘This has, not happened. A new for- , 
ghan war. .* - : ‘mula of-member states’ support for the. 
‘The apparent trend of growing’ ‘disus’ | + peace-making efforts of the Secretary ,. 
nity among the members of the six-plus-*" General’ and his: ‘special enyoy: may: be. 
two can be expected to further calf into.” required.” oa c 
question the relevance of that group as '*.": On August 6, UN Secretary Geaceel , 
presently constituted, ’-Prendergast told ‘Kofi Annan: ‘appealed t to the six to hon- - 
the Council during an open ‘debate. «+. our’ their pledge ‘not to provide mili- ” 
The six-plus-two: includes Pakistan,’ -. tary. support to any Afghan'party and to . 
| which recognises ‘the: Taliban move-? + prevent he ust of our territories for such * 
Epuirposes. ** ‘He said he was cae . 








SCV OLE 


= : 
ee neh ee a el tt ce emcees te A ETE ST TS coe oh ae ai AP APEC SE EAE DOES ELE EEE OCTET 


” 
oon oe 


CS 


= 







ment, and [ran, which is hostile to the’? me 
Taliban. Other members are Tajikistan, ‘-" repent, “thither are. now | 
Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan —_ i ‘of non-A fghan nationals:takin \ 
former Soviet central Asian republics to “the:fi htin sbetween | the inne Ta 
the north of Afghanistan — and. oo aland its opp | 
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are the other two members of the group.’ 6a 
Pakistan has dismissed allegations of .; eonunaied Peet 
military support to the Taliban as‘ma- been killed in the past month. 


UN chides Taliban: recruitment 


a Richard Galpin 
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ISLAMABAD: The United 


Nations appealed on Friday to the. 


Taliban militia and opposition 
forces in Afghanistan to stop 
recruiting child soldiers to fight in 
the long-running civil war. 

The UN children’s fund, Unicef, 
oaks that.thousands of children 

‘as young as 14 — are fight- 
n the opposing sides. 

serene unable to supply specif- 
ic figures, the UN is in no doubt 
that the problem is now much 
‘worse than in the past. 
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“It’s on the increase and that’s 
why we are worried,” said Louis- 
Georges Arsenault, the Unicef rep- 
resentative for Afghanistan. “The 
fighting is intensifying, and there- 
fore there are more fighters - 
recruited and there are more uncet 
the age of 18.” 

The United Nations fears ‘have 
been heightened by a huge.recruit- 


ment drive by the Taljban in the 


madrassahs of a neighbouring coun- 
This month a Taliban delegation 





mn 


“supreme 


visited all the main madrassahs of 
that particular country and read 
out a message from the militia’s 
leader, Mullah 
Mohammed Omar, appealing to the 
students to join the Taliban's holy 
war. 

1 It is estimated that up to 5,000 
students left their schools, where 
many of them receive military 
training, and crossed the border. 
Some schools closed down to enable 
their students to sign up.— 
Dawn/Guardian News Service 
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senior UN official told the Security 
Council on Friday that foreign med- 
dling was keeping Afghanistan’s 
brutal civil war going and accused 
the ruling Taliban of forcing 70,000 
people from their homes. 

Foreign countries were delivering 


ing combatants, including young 
boys, to participate in the fighting, 


affairs, said. 

“If this is not reversed by the 
warring Afghan parties and their 
outside supporters, the nature of 
the senseless war in Afghanistan 
will increasingly evolve towards an 
even thore widespread and destruc- 
tive regional conflict,” he said. 

Prendergast’s remarks opened.a 
day-long council debate and review 
of Afghanistan. The country’s 
Taliban rulers in late July began a 
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of Ahmad Shah Masood, their last 
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untry. 

Abdullah Abdullah, vice minister 
for foreign affairs in the UN-recog- 
nised government the Taliban over- 
threw, accused Pakistan of “state: 
sponsored terrorism.” 

And in a separate news confer- 
ence a Taliban official, Abdul 
Hakim Mujahid, said the 15-mem- 
ber Security Council “prompted by 
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war materials to all sides and send-. 


Kieran Prendergast, the UN under- try 
secretary-general for political 
- tions were wrong but voiced sup- 


major offensive to-crush the forces.. 


onetece to control of me entire te 
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Afghanistan — 
UN unhappy 
over foreign | 

meddling 


UNITED NATIONS, Aug 28: A 





ed to impose, sanctions on the 
Taliban and ignored crimes of the 
opposition. 

Pakistan said young fighters 
crossing the border were Afghans 
and not Pakistanis. Ambassador 
Inamul Haque said it was foolish for 
the United Nations to continue 
recognising the ousted Afghan 
government while the Taliban 
controlled 90 per. cent of the coun- 


Haque said moves toward sanc- 


port for Chinese suggestions for an 
arms embargo on all parties. “It is 
through engagement and not isola- 
tion that the international commu- 
nity can hope to bring peace,” he 
said. | 

Prendergast, who said fighting in 
the Bangi district was still continu- 
ing, said Masood had indicated will- 
ingness to negotiate, including talks 
furthered by Pakistan. But the 
Taliban had not consented yet, he 
said. 

Pca however, stressed 
that the bated involvement” of 
foreign countries made a mockery 
of peace declarations by those same 
countries. ' 

He was referring to negotiations | 


in the “six plus two” group com- 


prised of Afghanistan’s six neigh- 
bours — China, Iran, Pakistan, 
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 
Uzbekistan — as well as the United © 
States and Russia.—Reuters 
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Pakistan team to 
hold talks with 
Taliban today 


ISLAMABAD (NNI) - Pakistani ne- 
gotiating team, shuttling between the 
ruling Taliban and the opposition alli- | 
ance for peaceful settlement of Afghan |. 
crisis, will visit Kndahar today (Satur- | 
day) for talks with Taliban leaders, Af- . 
ghan and official sources said Friday. 

The Pakistani delegation, led by Sec- 
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In a statement Anwari said the Unit- 
ed Front will not accept its role as an 
honest broker as long as its government 


‘continues supporting the Taliban regime 


in Afghanistan. He said the Afghan op- 
position is determined to sue for peace 
and to reconcile its differences with the 
Taliban under the auspices of the “six- 


retary Interior Rustam Shah Mohmand, plus two” group of nations. 


will hold talks with Taliban supreme 
leader Mulla Mohammad Omar, the 
sources said, 

The delegation will include Pakistan’s 
Ambassador in Kabul Aziz Ahmed 
Khan, Acting Director General, Af- 
ghanistan, Ayaz Wazir, and some other 
senior officials. 

The same Pakistani team met with a 
four-member Afghan opposition dele- 
gation in Dushanbe, the capital of 
Tajikistan. Younis Qanooni, close aide 


to Commander Ahmed Shah Masood, 
led the opposition’s delegation. Other 
members of the delegation included 
General Hussain Anwari, General Ab- 
dullah Wardak and Abbas Karimi. 

“The Pakistani delegation will apprise 
the Taliban leader of its talks with the 
opposition alliance in Dushanbe and 
will also discuss with them ways to find 
out a negotiated settlement of the cri- 
sis,” the sources said. 

They said members of the Pakistan 
delegation are likely to proceed again 
to Tajikistan for second round of talks 
with the opposition alliance. 

The sources dismissed as baseless 
reports that the Afghan opposition de- 
clined meeting with Pakistani delega- 
tion. “The Pakistani team held wide- 
ranging talks with a high-level opposi- 
tion team and discussed a couple of pro- 
posals for the peaceful settlement of the 
Afghan turmoil,” the sources said. They 
described the talks between Pakistani 
officials and Afghan opposition as pos- 
itive. : 
between Pakistan and the opposition 
alliance in almost three years. The Af- 
ghan opposition accuses Pakistan of 
backing Taliban, the charges always de- 
nied by Islamabad. 

The Afghan opposition alliance 
Thursday described: Pakistan’s latest 
peace efforts as “insincere given its 
overt support of the Taliban and its in- 
terference in Afghanistan”. 

“The United Front questions Paki- 
stan’s impartiality given its deceitful 
and recalcitrant role to date in ending 


| the Afghan imibroglio,” General Sayed 
' Husain Anwari, Chief Military Com- 


mander of épposition Harrakat-e-Isla- 


| mi, said. 


This was the first face-to-face contact _ 
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By Sadaqat Jan 





ISLAMABAD - Chief of his own 
faction of Jamiat Ulma-e-Islam (Samiul 
Haq Group) Maulana Samiul Hag Fri- 
day lashed out at Afghanistan’s oppo- 
sition Northern Alliance for rejecting 
Pakistan’s fresh bids to mediate peace 
for its war-torn western neighour. 

Samiul Haq said, “they (the North- 
ern Alliance) are neither interested in 
talks nor in peace for Afghanistan.” , 

“A dialogue with them is not a solu- 
tion of the Afghan problem,” he said 
talking to a group of Islamabad-based 
journalists at his Akora Khattak resi- 
dence. ; é 

A two-member Pakistani delegation 
held talks in the Tajik capital 6f Dush- 
anbe, with Younas Qanooni, a close aide 
of Afghan opposition commander 


Ahmed Shah Masood, on Thursday, as . 


part of Pakistan’s “renewed” efforts for 
peace in Afghanistan.. 

But, according to reports, Qanooni 
spurned Pakistan’s initiative saying 
“mediator is a neutral and impartial per- 
son and they (Pakistan) are at war 
against us.” 

The Afghan opposition accuses Pa- 
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Sami lashes out at 
Northern Alliance 


-_kistan, which recongises Taliban as 
Afghanistan’s rulers, of meddling in the 
internal affairs of Afghanistan, a charge 
Islamabad denies. . . 

Maulana Samiul Haq, patron-in chief 
of Darululum Haqqania which has 
thrown up almost all of top Taliban lead- 


ership, said Younis Qanooni was a mere — 


“fugitive” and has no statys for negoti- 
ations to be held with him. 


He said even if Taliban withdrew | 


from’‘Afghanistan there would be no 


peace in that country. The seven or eight 
opposition groups will then tear away 


. any hopes of peace in Afghanistan, Haq 


said. He advised Pakistan to fully back 
Taliban as they were the only people 
who could protect its interests. 


“With the grace of Allah” the spirit 


of Jehad (holy Muslim war) has been 
revived in Dagestan, Samiul Haq said, 
commenting on the uprising in Caucus- 
es republic... 

“The wave of Jehad has reached there 
and nobody is going to stop it,” he said. 

“Dagestan was a centre of Islam and 
Imam Shamil had waged Jehad there 
centuries before.” > “ 

He expressed satisfaction that “with 
the grace of God Shariat (Islamic laws) 
has been imposed in Chechnia.”’ 


21 AUS 1959 


wi 


| Afghanistan (News Clipping 


VD DLDEDLFSOS SOS % 
US contacts Taliban — i 


? ) @,°0 >» 
on Osama extradition ¢ 


Sy 


pe 


SE 


DSVSSHESeESKV 


p] 


=X 


Bere cated 
ee D 


e, 


WN: 


Xe 


ee 


eee 


DD 


a 


SQ SS RS N-SEN-D} 


I 
X 


| 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The United 
States is negotiating with Taliban on 
sending Osama bin Laden to stand trial 
in a third country, NBC News reported 
on its website Saturday. 

Quoting a senior US official, NBC 
said Washington hoped to convince the 
oS send Osama to either Egypt 


or SauydiArabia to answer charges that 
- he’ masterminded the bombings of two 


US embassies in Africa a year ago. 

Abdul Hakeem Mujahid, the Tali- 
ban’s UN representative, told NBC 
News the United States had asked that 
Osama be deported. 


More Afghan women. 


tobe allowedin US 


By Our Staff Correspondent 


WASHINGTON, Aug 12: The US 
has doubled the year-2000 quota for 
refugees from South Asia, from 
4,000 to 8,000, specially for women 
from Afghanistan, a senior State 
Department official has announced. 

Julia Taft, assistant secretary of 
state for population, refugees, and 
migration, made the announcement 
-before the Sub-committee on 
Immigration of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee. 

“We expect our earmarked assis- 
tance for Afghans to reach nearly 
$10 million this year, while general 
regional contributions to the 
UNHCR and ICRC also benefit 
Afghans significantly,” she said. 

“We have seen a sizable increase 
in the numbers of Afghan women at 
risk. As President Clinton has made 
clear, we are deeply opposed to the 
Taliban regime’s repressive policies 
toward. women and we are commit- 
‘ted to ensuring that Afghan women 
in vulnerable circumstances obtain 
the protection they deserve,” Taft 
said making a liberal admissions 
policy for the Afghan women. 

“In order to accommodate the 
anticipated surge in referrals, we 
are proposing to double this region- 
al ceiling in 2000 to 8,000,” she said. 

“We are also pursuing the “up to 
standard” initiative with Afghan 
refugees, with a special focus on 
educational opportunities for 
refugee women and girls in 
Pakistan. 

“Taft said US has now doubled the 


( 
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assistance for Afghan refugees. 
“When it looked a few years ago as 
if peace might come to Afghanistan, 
repatriation was robust and interna-. 
tional aid to refugees began to be 
. downsized. Now, with genuine peace 
still elusive in Afghanistan and the 
patience of the refugee-hosting 
‘nations wearing thin as the decade 
closes, we have redoubled rather 
than phased out our assistance.” 
“Additionally, the administration 
is recommending an admissions 
ceiling of 80,000 refugees for FY 
2000; she said, but added that if 
Congress approves less than $660 
million for this programme —- 
Migration and Refugee Assistance 
(MRA) — “we will be forced to cut 
the number of admissions.” ~ 
~ Out of the 80,000 admissions, 
about 17,000 slots. would be 
reserved for non-Kosovo crisis 
refugees from ‘the former 
‘Yugoslavia, which “would address. 
the ongoing need for Bosnian reset- 
tlement,” she said. _— ae « 
_ Taft also outlined refugee admis- 
sions proposed for Africa and the’ 
-Near East/South Asia, as well as 


.. special programmes for refugees 


from Cuba, Vietnam and the former 
Soviet Union, all of which show 
declining admissions. 

She said US support of UNHCR 
in the Near East/South Asia region 
had greatly expanded their work in 
individual status determinations 
and, as a result, referrals for reset- 
tlement. 





‘If Osama bin Laden himself wants 
,to go to any other country, we will sup- 


"port the idea and even facilitate his de- 


said. ‘ 

-iButif Osama were to leave the shel- 
ter of the Taliban, which controls 80 per 
cent of Afghanistan, it is unlikely he 
would go to Egypt — where he has been 
linked to a plot to kill President Hosni 
Mubarak — or Saudi Arabia — where 


parture to any other country,’ Mujahid 


_ he is suspected of involvement in a 


bomb attack that killed five US serv- 
icemen, reported NBC. 

The United States has posted a five- 
million-dollar reward for information 
leading to the arrest of Osama, accus- 
ing him of being behind the twin bomb- 


ings of: US embassies in Africa in Au- 
ng feminine 


More than 250 people died in those 
attacks. 

In July, Washington, which does not 
officially recognise the Taliban, im- 
posed economic sanctions against Af- 


- ghanistan for harbouring Osama. 


By July 30, the Afghan Islamic Press 
(AIP) reported that Osama had agreed 
to leave the country. 

The Saudi Arabian millionaire was 
looking for asylum in another country, 
said the agency, which operates from 
Peshawar in Pakistan. It did not name 
which countries he had approached. 

Although Osama’s stay in Afghani- 
stan had become increasingly difficult 


_ because of the danger of a US attack and 


the militia’s curtailment of his activities, the 
Taliban ‘will never oust him forcibly,’ 


_ AIP quoted one source as saying. 
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US officials in 
regular contact 
with Taliban 


By Umer Farooq 





nema 

ISLAMABAD - United States offi- 
cials have been in regular contact with 
the Taliban representatives on the issues 


of Osama bin Laden and countering in- : orricial, *: 
ternational terrorism, however, no for- ae 
mal talks between the two have been" ocsibility of US recognition of Tali- 
“ban Administration as a legitimate gov- 


held, a US embassy official said on 


the Taliban representatives in Islama- 
bad, New York and Washington, but I 
am not aware of any formal talks with 
the Taliban,” said the official. The US 
Administration doesn’t recognise Tali- 
ban Administration. — 

The official said that the US main- 
tained regular “informal contact” with 
all the Afghan factions including Tali- 
ban to discuss the issues of Osama bin 
Laden, countering international terror- 
ism and finding solution to the conflict 
in Afghanistan. “There have been no 
formal talks between the US and Tali- 
ban, the contact is informal in nature in 
which they express their views and we 
_ express our’s,” said the official of the 
US Embassy. —~ , 

Recently, the NBC television telecast 
a report quoting Taliban’s representa- 
tive to UN Abdul Hakeem Mujahid that 
US officials were trying to convince 


Taliban to deport Osama bin Laden. It 


was, perhaps, during, one of such in- 
formal contacts that thé US officials 
proposed the extradition of Osama to a 
third country. 

The US embassy official told The 
Nation that the Taliban and the US of- 
ficials meet with no fixed agenda... 

“However, in our informal contacts 
with the Taliban representatives we dis- 
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‘cuss three issues including Osama bin 


‘ = 


‘Laden, countering internatignal terror- 
_jsm and finding solutions to the present 


conflict in Afghanistan,” said the US 


\ ' 
The official, however, ruled out the 


tan. “We can only 
recognise a broad-based government in 
Afghanistan formed in accordance with 
the principles agreed in the meeting of 
Six plus Two Group,” said the US offi- 
cial. : 
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» | intervention in| 
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TEHRAN, Aug 4: Iran called on 
Wednesday for UN intervention to 
stop the bloody civil war in 
Afghanistan and denounced for- 
eign interference in the region. 

In a phone conversation with UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, 
Foreign Minister Kamal Kharazi 
underlined the need for a “political 


solution rather than military . 


actions,” the official IRNA news 
agency said. 

Kharazi called on Annan to “use 
his influence to put an end to the 
mass killings” and criticized “inter- 


Tajik like Masood, while the 
Taliban draws its forces mainly 
from the majority Pashtun ethnic 
group. . 
“This is mostly directed at Tajiks 
of the region,” Abdullah said of the 
alleged‘ Taliban eviction drive. 


“Some 300,000 people have left 


fearing Taliban’s savagery.” 

On Tuesday, Abdullah said. 
about 250,000 civilians of the area 
had sought refuge further north in 
the Panjsher valley. | 


_An estimated 10,000 women, 
children and elderly men from the , 


has no military solu- 


on,” Kharazi told IRNA. - 


‘ghanistan 


“The Islamic Republic of Iran 


invites the Taliban and the anti- 
Taliban forces in northern Afgha- 
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ference by foreign forces in Shomali have converged on the 
Afghanistan,” IRNA said. -  ‘Yaliban-held Kabul for shelter. 
TALIBAN FORCING EXODUS: Most of the refugees arriving in 
Afghanistan’s opposition alliance Kabul were from Charikar town, 
accused the Taliban movement on which fell to the Taliban on 
Wednesday of. forcing a- civilian -Monday. -Walking the 60-km-route « 
‘exodus from the newly-captured to Kabul, they looked exhausted. 
Shomali plains north of Kabul. Aid agencies were discussing 
“We have reports that the with the Taliban arrangements to 
Taliban are forcing people out of : 
Shomali,” opposition spokesman _ See also Back Page 
Dr Abdullah told reporters by tle ————————————————————" 
_ phone from London. “Those who settle the refugees in Kabul, where 
stay are exposed to all types of 400,000 people already live on 
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summer and Pakistan that the current crisis 
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homelessness and_ discussions as soon as possible,” 


devastation should have provided Kharazi said.—AFP 
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TEHRAN, Aug 6: The shortlived sufficient evidence for the Taliban 
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Iran urges Taliban to learn 
_ “The experience of the past few nistan to implement the agree- 


_ offensive should prove once and for in Af 
: all that there is no military solution ti 


to Afghanistan’s protracted civil. 
war, Iranian Foreign Minister 


success of the Taliban’s 
Kamal Kharazi said on Fri 
days of figh 


which has bro 
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‘atrocities like murder and impris- 
onment.” 
Abdullah spoke as the Taliban 


pushed further into the opposition 


territory and captured Gulbahar, 
the second most important opposi- 


international assistance, agency’ 


sources said. _ 

His statement followed a warn- 
ing by Amnesty International last 
week that thousands of civilians 
were at risk in the Taliban drive to 
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tion stronghold after the Panjsher crush Masood. “Taliban and anti- 
valley. Taliban forces have committed 

The militia reached the Salang gross human rights abuses against 
pass, which divides the north and civilians in the past,” Amnesty 
south of Afghanistan. said. “What guarantees are there 

Residents of the strategic they will spare civilians this time?” 
Shomali valley are mostly ethnic — AFP/Reuters © | 
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Tehran calls on UN to 
halt war in Afghanistan 


TEHRAN (AFP) - Iran called on 
Wednesday for UN intervention to stop 
the bloody civil war in Afghanistan 
and denounced foreign interference in 


ing the Taliban’s capture of the north- 
ern Afghan town of Mazar-i-Sharif last 


year. But a Taliban official said two 
weeks ago the militia were ready for 


the region. 

In a phone conversation with UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan, For- 
eign Minister Kamal Kharazi under- 
lined the need for a ‘political solution 
rather than military actions,’ the offi- 
cial IRNA news agency said. 

Kharazi called on Annan to ‘use his 
influence to putanendtothe mass killings’ 
andcriticised ‘interference by foreign forces 
in Afghanistan,’ IRNA said. 

Afghanistan’ s Islamic Taliban mili- 
tia, which controls 80 percent of the | 
country, has mounted a fresh offensive 
in recent weeks to oust the remaining 
opposition troops in the north under 
the command of Ahmad Shah Masood. 

Iran has had strained relations with 
the Taliban since the murder of several 
Iranian diplomats and a journalist dur- 
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fence-mending talks with Tehran. 


Killing of diplomats 
Iran lodges complaint 


against Taliban 


By Our Correspondent 


UNITED NATIONS, Aug 11: Iran 
on Tuesday lodged a complaint 
against the Taliban government in 
Afghanistan for not investigating 
the killing of eight Iranian diplo- 
mats and journalist in the Iranian 
consulate at Mazar-i-Sharif last 
year. oe 

On the first death anniversary of 
its diplomats Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Kamal Kharazi asked the 
secretary general of the United 
Nations to look into the matter 
urgently. ; 

The spokesman for the Secretary 


‘General Fred Eckrad acknowl- 


edged that Mr Kofi Annan has been 
informed by the foreign minister of 
Iran that the Taliban Movement in 
Afghanistan has not made substan- 
tial progress in its investigation into 
last year’s murder of eight Iranian 
diplomats and a journalist in the 
Iranian Consulate General in 
Mazar-i-Sharif 

Spokesman Fred Eckhard told 
reporters at UN headquarters in 
New York that the secretary gener- 
al had received a letter from Dr 
Kamal Kharrazi on the occasion of 
the first anniversary of the inci- 
dent. 

' Mr Eckhard said that the secre- 
tary general’s special envoy and 
the United Nations Special Mission 
to Afghanistan (UNSMA) had 
repeatedly reminded the Taliban 
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of the resolutions and declarations 


adopted by the General Assembly, 


the Security Council and the “six. 
plus-two” informal group calling on 
the Taliban to carry out a serious 
and speedy investigation into that 
very grave incident. The issue was 
again raised by the special envoy 


“when he visited Kabul last month. 


“It should be recalled that dur- 
ing the same period thousands of 
Afghans, most of them civilians, 
were killed in Northern 
Afghanistan, including thousands 
of Taliban fighters in Mazar-i- 
Sharif in May 1997,” Mr Eckhard 
said. 

The office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Human 
Rights has commissioned an inde- 
pendent investigation of these 
mass killings of 1997 and 1998 and 
the report will be submitted to the 
High Commissioner in the near 
future, said the spokesman. 

Meanwhile, the UN refugee 
agency reported on Tuesday that 
civilians were still moving into 
Afghanistan’s capital of Kabul 
after the latest round of fighting. 

The UNHCR said the people 
who were trucked to Kabul and 
Jalalabad last week by the Taliban 
are now nearly all in Kabul and 
most of them seem to have dis- 
persed to the northwestern part of 
the city. 
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ICRC to assist displaced 
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ISLAMABAD (NNI) ~The spokes- =. ' rving 
* situation to know:as to finally. where,do 


man of the International Committee of 
the Red Cross in Kabul, Christopher 


resumed flights to Kabul and is now: 
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: The ICRC, he said is: observing the 


the people go, “We also monitor the'sit- 


uation to know as to what are the needs. 


lage ere 


‘of these people”, he said. He added that’ 


ts 


assisting the war wounded and refugees. ;.’ the present, it is very, difficult to'say.as: 
Fdis=! 


In an interview with the VOA, Chris-* 







figure of the wounded of the war but 4 
said he can just say that few hundreds‘*: 
of injured are being treated in the cent- . _ 
ers being assisted by the Red Cross. He's. 


said the ICRC is supporting hospitals. 


in Kabul, Shamali plain and Panjsher. 
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valley. ; 
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He said during the war; they were’: 






# Kabul today that a number of displaced 


thris-"*-to how many, people ‘have: been/dis-' 
topher said he did not know the exact #,pla | b > officials ‘are:mo 

# itoring: movement ofthe people;and 
“would try to extend help an a ecll 


laced. but the ICRC officials are. mon- 


#to them in Kabul and otherareds as well: 
if need be, He said that they:would also - 
keeping in mind as to how possible it is 
sto,reach the ‘other area from logistic 


hoe 


int of view.. ; "9 . 


7 Gs 


24°" He'said that Taliban have.demanded 
monitoring the situation at hospitals and {help ‘and assistance to these refugees. . 
providing additional assistance to some +s.He said that Taliban informed them in 
hospitals for the treatment of those;7’ ! 


wounded in war. He added that’the; 


a:meeting in Ministry of Planning in 


4 


ICRC is not facing the problem of short-‘"" are arriving in Kabul and requested the 


age of medicines and at present, it does ¢,,.ICRC to extend them help ‘and assist-. 
have adequate medicines to assist the: 


hospitals. Talking about the refugees 
and displaced persons of Shamali, 


Christopher said that obviously civil-: 


ians have left Shamali due to fighting 
and part of. them have moved, to, the 

-north, to the Panjsher.and others are 
arriving in Kabul." “© °°” 
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ance if need be. Christopher said that 


they pledged with them for the aid. He’ 
added that they have an office in Pan- 


jsher as well as the ICRC officials are 
in touch with their officials to discuss 


‘the issue of the. refugees: He said ‘the 
ICRC resumed its flights to Kabul‘after 


””* getting peace guarantee... y - 





RIYADH, Aug 8: 
Organisation of the Islamic 


OIC asks 
Afghan groups 
_ to cease fire. 


The 


Conference (OIC) called on the 
warring parties in Afghanistan on 
Sunday to stop fighting and return 
to the negotiating table under the 


_ auspices of the United Nations. 


The OIC. is “following the current 
developments with great concern” 
and deplored the “heavy human 
and material losses suffered by the 
Afghan people,” it said in a state- 
ment issued in the Red Sea city of 
Jeddah, where itis based. 


“The Organisation of the Islamic — 


Conference calls on various Afghan 
parties to listen to reason and 
return to the negotiating tables 
under the auspices of the United 
Nations, with the participation of 
all the parties concerned in the 
Afghan question,” it said. 

“Bitter experience ... has clearly 
shown that the Afghan problem 
cannot be settled by arms,” said 
the organisation, whose 55 member 


_ states make it the world’s largest 


Muslim organisation.. 
The hardline Taliban, which con- 
trol 80 per cent of Afghanistan, 
. launched its summer offensive at 
the end of July against the resis 


tance forces of General Ahmac, 
Shah Masood, the last military 


leader to hold out against them. 


- After a five-year civil war, the 
Taliban is attempting to capture 
_ the northeast provinces held by 


The UN Security Council on 
Thursday called on the Taliban to 
halt their offensive and return to 


talks.—AFP 
DAWN 
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Japan to assist 
Afghan NGOs 


Bureau Report 


‘ 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 18: The 
embassy of Japan announced here 
on Wednesday the decision to pro- 
vide financial ‘support ‘to 
Afghanistan through Grass Root 
Assistance scheme, amounting to 
Pakistan rupees 5,673,210 equiva- 
lent to US $1,10,740. ; 

This is going to be the first’ever 
assistance granted to any NGO 
involved-in relief and humanitarian 
activities in Afghanistan through 
Grass Root Assistance scheme. 

Under these agreements, the gov- 
ernment of Japan will extend 
grants to two non governmental 
organizations (NGOs) in order to 
assist them in the implementation 
of their projects in the fields of 
land mine clearance and rehabilita- 
tion of land mine victims. 

According to a press release 
issued by embassy of Japan, a sign- 
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Afghanistan through United 
Nations Organization and other 
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ing ceremony will be held to this 
effect at the embassy premises at | 
1100.hours on Thursday. The | 
ambassador of Japan Mr Minoru | 
Kubota will sign the agreements | 
with the representatives of these » 
NGOs. | 

Government of Japan has made » 
more than 400 million US dollars 
equivalent contribution (21,360 mil- 
lion ‘Pakistan rupees)’ to 


international organizations since 
1979. 7 

In addition to this assistance, the | 
GRA scheme for Afghanistan has - 
been launched this year to extend , 
direct assistance to the people of | 
Afghanistan through NGOs and | 
local organizations to meet the vari- 
ous humanitarian needs in 


Afghanistan. 


nee eee eee elie ee 


| 
i 
\ 
| 
| 
| 


NEW DELHI, Aug 25: India’s 
prime minister has condemned 
killings and torching of houses in 
an offensive by Afghanistan’s 
Taliban movement and called on 
Pakistan to ceasing “interfering” in 
the conflict, a government state- 
ment claimed on Wednesday. | 

In a letter to deposed Afghan 
president Burhanuddin Rabani, 
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Atal Behari Vajpayee *condemned 
the brutal massacre of innocent 
people, torching of houses...perpe- 
trated by the Taliban forces backed 
by Pakistan on the people of 
Shomali plains in Afghanistan ear- 
lier this month,” the statement 
claimed. | ! : 
“It is our earnest desire that 
peace and stability be re-estab- 


bt 


DAWN 


ping the 


DAWN 
2 § AS 1999 


India snaps last. « 


air links with 


Afghanistan © ~ 


NEW DELHI (AFP) - India has fro- 
zen commercial flights to Kabul, snap- 
in lifeline for thousands of 
Afghans here who regularly travel back 
home {p tend to family and business. . 

Afgffan:national carrier Ariana. Air-. 
lines said Friday it had been ordered last 
week to halt its tri-weekly flights from 


the northern Indian city of Amritsar to 
Kabul. India attributed the suspension 


‘backlog but nothing has hi 


to ‘operational reasons’ and threw out 
the airline’s. appeal this week to oper-| 
ate three. flights to. ferry 50 tonnes of: 
cargo, mostly medicines, held up in 


Amritsar, Ariana officials told AFP. - _ 


‘We had appealed that as we are a 
commercial airline operating in India 
since'-1956--we should be allowed to. 
operate three ad hoc flights to clear the 

? happened,” said 
Abdul Rahim, Ariana’s chief represent- 
ative in India.India halted daily Ariana 
flights from New: Delhi’to Kabul in 
October 1996 when the Taliban militia 


_ overthrew the government of President 


‘Burhunaddin Rabbani in Kabul. 


, Vajpayee criticizes Afghan ‘massacre’ 


lished in Afghanistan,” Vajpayee 


said in his letter to Rabbani. 


“That will be possible only when 
Pakistan ceases its interference in 
Afghan affairs.” —_. 

Rabbani has accused Pakistan of 
meddling in Afghanistan’s affairs 
by allowing Pakistani religious 
recruits to fight alongside the mili- 
tia.—Reuters 
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Taliban from Mardan | 


leave for Afghanistan — 


By Our Correspondent 


MARDAN, Aug 4: A number of 
Taliban have left for Afghanistan 
in the wake of fresh fighting 
between Taliban and the Northern 
Masood. j= © 

A survey showed that more than 


1,000 Afghani Taliban were study- . 


ing in 11 madressahs here and 
those who have completed their 
religious courses have left for 
Afghanistan. 

The madressahs operating in the 
city are: Khairul Madaris, 
Madressah Faizul Islam, 

| Madressah Anwarul Uloom, 
Madressah Anwari Mohammadia, 


Tafhimul Quran, Tajweedul Quran, 
Madressah Qadria, Madressah 
Rahmania, Madressah Qiamia, 
Madressah Tahifzul Quran and 


_ Madressah Taqweetul Eeman.. | 


Meanwhile, a large number of 
Taliban and their supporters have 
welcomed the interview of JUI 
chief Maulana Fazlur Rehman to 
BBC in which he had vowed to 
retaliate in the same manner if US 
launched any attack against Osama . 
bin Ladin in Afghanistan. : 

They said Osama was a peaceful 
person who had not harmed 
any US interest anywhere in the 
world. ee 


No interference in | 


Afghanistan: Sarta) — 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies)—Foreign 
Minister Sartaj Aziz Thursday denied 
that Pakistan soldiers were fighting in 
Afghanistan, terming all such reports 
false and misleading. 

“Not a single soldier of Pakistan is in 
Afghanistan nor do we have any other 
kind of interference there. They (Tali- 
ban) have lot of weapons and all such 
reports are false and wrong,” the 
Foreign Minister told BBC in an 
interview. 

A number of countries have expressed 
their concern over ongoing fighting in 
Afghanistan. Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharzi has also expressed con- 
cern over the escalation of war and dis- 
placement of thousands of people in 
northern Afghanistan. He called for in- 


ternational effort for end to fighting in . 


Afghanistan. Kharzi has met the UN 
Secretary General as well to discuss 
Afghan situation. 


- 


“These are totally false reports and 
rumours,” Sartaj. said when he was 
asked about reports that the Taliban’s 
recent gains were Pakistan-backed. 

Uzbekistan has also expressed con- 
cern and Russia has regretted increase 


in foreign interference in Afghanistan. . 


Most of the countries point finger at 


Pakistan. 
“We have no link with Taliban. Peo- 


‘ple from our Madrassas used to go to 


Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion 

of Afghanistan. This practice has not 

come to an end.” | . 
However, the Minister said the Pak- 


- Afghan border was too long to man. i 


cannot say that people from Pakistani 
organisations have not gone there he- 
cause how can we prevent them 
when we have such a long ‘border 


with Afghanistan. We have neither, 


supported them nor we are making in- 
terference.” 
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Pakistan not involved 


in Afghanistan: Zafar 


By Our Staff Reporter. 
ISLAMABAD - Minister for Reli- 
gious Affairs and Leader of the House 
in the Senate, Raja Mohammad Zafarul 
Hag ruled out on Friday Pakistan's in- 
volvement in the affairs of Afghanistan. 
“Pakistan wants to leave the issue of 
Afghanistan to the people of that coun- 
try,” Raja Zafrul Haq Said while re- 
sponding to points of order in the Up- 
per House raised by several opposition 
members. . ' 
The Opposition benches, particular- 


ly the ANP Senators: lashed out at the — 
_government for its alleged interference - 
- in Afghanistan and arrest of ANP MNA 

and MPA. - tee 

He said Pakistan’s image was dam-- 


aged by certain individuals, claiming 
that they would send Mujahideen to 
Afghanistan or Kashmir. “In fact these 
individuals did not send even a single 
Mujahid to any area but only issue state- 
ments;” he said. : 

’ He said that some tribesmen were liv- 
ing on both sides of the border and they 


NATION 


used to visit one another. The govern- 
ment, he said, is not involved in this 
affair, adding during the Soviet occu- 
pation Afghan tribesmen crossed the 
border and took shelter with their rela- 
tives on this side of the border. — 

Raja Zafrul Haq pointed out that the 
Prime Minister has strictly directed the 


Interior Ministry and other agencies to » 


check any effort by any element to cross 


into Afghanistan. He emphasised that — 


fifteen to twenty countries including 
India are interfering in Afghanistan, 
quoting an article of Janes Defence 
weekly. 


He also assured the members that he 
would seek early release of ANP MNA | 


and MPA held in Swabi on Thursday 


and that the matter would be taken up - 


with the NWFP Chief Minister. 
Bashir Ahmed Matta, Qazi Moham- 

mad Anwar, Zahid Khan, Syed Aqil 

Shah, Dr Abdul Hayee Baloch, Syed 


Iqbal Haider, Shaikh Rafiq Ahmed and — 


Aitzaz Ahsan pointed out the two is- 
sues. : 
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Pakistan renews 
efforts for 





ISLAMABAD, Aug 18: The gov- 


ernment of Pakistan on Wednesday 
categorically stated that it was not 


' interfering in the internal affairs of 


Afghanistan. 


Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif, | 
who presided over the cabinet, 
meeting, said that his government . 


was not taking any “sides” in 
Afghanistan. Rather, he said, 


Pakistan was maintaining a‘neutral 


posture with a view to restoring 
peace in that country. 
Pakistan’s policy, he said, was in 
accordance with the Islamic princi- 
ples of brotherhood, tolerance and 
based on removing differences 
through dialogue and negotiations. 


_.“Pakistan’s sincere efforts for | 


peace were being appreciated by 
all sides,” he'said and added that 
his government was seeking an end 
to civil strife in Afghanistan in 
order to promote stability for the 
entire region. 
Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz 
briefed the meeting about the lat- 


est situation in Afghanistan. He 


said that at the initiative of. the 


prime minister fresh efforts were - 


being made to have peace there. 
He said a delegation, led by inte- 
rior secretary Rustam Shah, includ- 
ing Pakistan ambassador im Kabul, 
Aziz Ahmad Khan, was currently in 


DAWN 


Bureau Report 


han peace 


~~ 


Dushanbe for talks with the United 
Front. The United Front delegation 
was being led by Mr Younis 
Qanooni, a close aide of Ahmad 
Shah Masood. ee 

The delegation expected to 
return to Islamabad oh Thursday. 

The second phase of; this initia- 


-tive would be to brief the Taliban 


leadership about the details of the 
Dushanbe meeting. The Pakistan 
delegation would, accordingly, pro- 


Another report on Back Page 


‘ 





ceed to Kandahar on August 21 
where they would be calling on.the 


Taliban leader, Mulla Omar, Aziz 


5 ag erat rstng ee genes! 


The cabinet, while expressing 
grief over the loss of lives and prop- 
erty due to the earthquake in 
Turkey, offered Fateha for those 
who had been killed in the tragedy. 

The cabinet was informed that 
the government of Pakistan had 
sent two C-130 plane-load of relief 
goods, which included tents, blan- 
kets and medicines, to Turkey. A 
team of doctors and medical staff 
was also being sent to Turkey. 

The prime minister directed the 
departments concerned to send all 
possible aid and assistance to 
Turkey. : 
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WASHINGTON (NNI) — In an appar- 
ent bid to punish the Taliban for pro- 
tecting Saudi dissident Osama bin Lad- 
en, the US has resorted to drastic ac- 
tion against Afghanistan, freezing all 
the assets of its Ariana Airlines within 
American jurisdiction. 

The US administration also barred all 
American entities or individuals from 
engaging in any business transactions 
with the Afghan c carrier mS in the 
world. 


_ $$$ rrr rir cl sR 


White House, appears to be aimed at 
pressuring the Taliban regime into turn- 
ing over bin Laden, accused of master- 
minding the bombing of US embassies 
in Kenya and Tanzania, a year ago and 
of plotting fresh attacks on American 
citizens. 

The action was taken under authority 
of a July executive order imposing sanc- 
tions on the Taliban, the Islamic militia 
which controls most of Afghanistan. 
The US is angry with the Taliban for its 
“continuing provision of safe haven” to 
bin Laden. 

The action was taken against the re- 
gime for “allowing his (bin Laden’s) 
terrorist organisation to operate train- 
ing camps in territory under Taliban 
control” and “to use Afghanistan as a 
base from which to sponsor terrorist 
operations,” 4 White House statement 
said. Ariana is the only international 
carrier with regular flights in and out of 
Afghanistan. “As such, we are con- 
cerned about the role it may play in fer- 
rying material, personnel and finances 
to the Taliban. By designating the Tali- 
ban-controlled Ariana, it will be denied 
the benefits from dealings with U.S. 
businesses and financial markets,” the 
statement added. 


The punitive action, announce by the 


US freezes Afghan 
airline assets 


_“As part of our strategy to isolate bin 
Laden and his supporters, we will con- 
tinue to apply sanctions against him and 
those like the Taliban who support and 
assist him in carrying out his acts of 
violence,” the White House said. It said 
it had so far identified $500,000 in as- 
sets held by the airline that would be 
blocked under the move. 

In reply to a question, White House 


; Deputy Press Secretary David Leavy 
: said Ariana has regular flights to India 


and the United Arab Emirates (UAE). | 
“And we will be talking with those | 


countries in the days ahead to apply 
similar sanctions,” he said. 

The White House said the Treasury’s 
Office of Foreign Assets Control was 
reviewing reports that some foreign 
banks, businesses and individuals, in- 
cluding persons in the Middle East, 
were acting on behalf of or were pro- 
viding material or financial support for 
the violent acts of bin Laden. 

“Should these reports prove true and 
if these entities and individuals do not 
cease their support” to bin Laden, “they 
could potentially be named as Special- 
ly Designated Terrorists and face the 
same sanctions prohibitions” applied to 
the Saudi exile, it added. 

This would mean that a foreign firm 
or individual designated for funding the 
violent acts of bin Laden or his front 
organisations would be denied access 
to US banks and financial entities. It 
would thus be shut out of U.S. markets 
and any of its property or assets within 
American jurisdiction would be 
blocked. The US, long frustrated by the 
Taliban’s giving bin Laden refuge, 
launched air strikes on August 20, 1998, 
in retaliation for the embassy bombings 
in Africa. 


‘Another US. 
missile attack on: 
‘Afghanistan likely 


By Our Monitoring Desk 

The chances of another US cruise 
missile attack on Afghanistan are grow- 
ing as there was no change in Taliban’s 
stand on Osama bin Laden, said BBC 
on Saturday. 

Taliban neither expressed their will- 
ingness to hand over Osama to US 
where he is wanted on charges of pat- 
ronising terrorism nor to send-him to 
another country. The US has toughened 
its Stand in.this regard and its Assistant 
Secretary of State Karl Inderfurth has 
warmed Taliban “if they want a confron-— 
tation with US then Washington is ready, 7 
for it.” Taliban have been declared’a : ‘ 
threat to national security in US, said’ 
the broadcast. America launched a cruise 
missile attack on Khost in Afghanistan last 
year where, according to US intelligence, 


~ Saudi dissident Osama was hiding.. 


Taliban are now: encouraging local 
tribal leaders. tp; stage bfo,Qsama and 
anti-US :demonstrationsg«,. he 
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his delegation will st 


frontiers, refugees and 
bad till August 27 


cation along with senior 


officials of these ministries. | 


The delegation includes the min- 
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two Muslim neighbours with 

and historical relations and a 

border,” Muttaqi said. 

isters of information and culture, 
The Afghan fo 
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Pakistan 


delegation . 
ee “Once again, we emphasized that |der and accept Taliban rule but 
b ack from 7 the involvement of Pakistani reli-, Masood says he wants an interim 


gious students and its army in the ;government set up. ; 


Afghan conflict makes it impossible | — Pakistani envoys took Masood’s 

Dushanbe to accept its offer of mediation | proposal to the Taliban headquar- 

nd between us and the Taliban,” ters . in Kandahar, home to 

| | | Qanoonisaid. $=.  . _.:. |Taliban’s supreme leader Mullah 

It was the second round of talks, Mohammad Omar. :° ... - 

between Pakistani officials and the ;| ‘ “The Pakistani side did not have 

. opposition in a week and followed |any comment from the Taliban or |. 

ss see aie aaa ei ae the failure of UN initiatives to end ‘from Pakistani authorities about | 

a ge neat ee the :20.years of factional, ethnic and jour proposal and today’s talks | 

role of the ‘Ia 2 nce (N ‘Ay |BOlitical bloodshed. ‘failed, but we will have more meet- 

The Taliban want Masood, who ings,” Qanooni said. | | 

‘controls some areas north of Kabul, + 

-his native Panjsher valley and two 

northeastern provinces, to surren- 
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Bureau Report 


warring Northern Alliance 
and the Taliban for ending the 
internecine war in Afghanistan on 
Monday made a day long visit to 
Dushanbe to meet the representa- 
tives of.the NA and returned to 
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Teareabad ths sama efexiing . Team leaves for Dushanbe today — 
There was no official word about i 


the progress, if any, so far made by 
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this official delegation which had 
' gone to Dushanbe to convey to the 
representatives of Ahmed Shah 
Masood the response of the Taliban 
to the NA’s three proposal envisag- 
ing arrangement for peaceful co- 
existence. 7 
The basic purpose of visiting 
Dushanbe was perhaps to keep the 
contact with the NA alive while the 


Taliban discussed the proposals of | 
the alliance with in the Shura and - 


formulated a response. 


None of the delegation’s mem- | 
ber, when contacted by Dawn, was | 
available for comments on the 
progress they had made so far in | 


their latest round of talks at, 
Kandahar and Dushanbe. 

It is expected that the delegation 
will now contact Taliban whom 
they met last Saturday, to get their 
response over NA’s proposals. 

The delegation which is current- 
ly engaged in this effort comprises 
Rustom Shah . ‘ Mohmand, 
Additional Secretary Incharge of 
the Interior Ministry, as its head; 
Aziz Khan, Pakistan’s Ambassador 
to Afghanistan; and Ayaz Wazir, 
DG Afghanistan, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. : 

Reuters adds from Kabul: The 
anti-Taliban opposition said on 
Monday a second round of 
talks with Pakistani officials on 
ending the Afghan war had got 
nowhere but further rounds were 
expected. | 

Younus Qanooni, an aide to 
opposition leader Ahmad Shah: 
Masood, told Reuters by satellite 
phone from Dushanbe, capital of 
Tajikistan, that the talks had 
failed. a 

‘He repeated allegations that 
Pakistan troops were fighting 
alongside the Taliban, together 
with recruits from Madrassas 1n 
Pakistan. ee 


N 
i 
; 
we 
; 


Pakistan, Taliban 
_ discuss new | 


peace proposals 


5 eg : 4 
_-ByM.Ziauddin 
pe te, 


_ISLAMABAD, Aug 21: The 


Pakistani delegation engaged in. 
shuttle diplomacy in Afghanistan. 


returned here on Saturday evening 


from Kandhar after discussing with - 


Mulla Omar the three proposals of 


the Northern Alliance (NA), envis-. 


aging possible arrangements for 


Peaceful co-existence between the’ | ae 
ring idee on Cee > with the’ alliance delegation’ led-by: 


»two-warring: a 
_. According to the early schedule, 
the delegation, led by. interior. sec- 


retary Rustost Shah, will now fly. 


‘back to Dushanbe with the counter 
proposals of Taliban.’ .--:;..*. 
Officials confirmed that the 
Pakistani delegation had returned 
to Islamabad but did not disclose‘ 


any further details nor did they 


reveal any future plans of the dele- 
gation. we ar 
The alliance gave their proposals 
to the Pakistani delegation when 
the two had met in Dushanbe on 
Thursday. No details of these pro- 
posals were available as it was not 
considered advisable to make. 


‘them public before the two war- 


ring factions reached an under- 
standing on the basic principles of 
co-existence. cae 


* 


ing the role of a facilitator and it is 


‘not trying to mediate between the 


two sides, foreign minister Sartaj 


Aziz said on Friday when asked for 
his comments on reports that the 
alliance had rejected Pakistan’s 
move tomediate.. ._: she 
The five-member Pakistani dele- 
gation which also. includes 
Pakistan’s ambassador to Kabul, 
‘Aziz Ahmad Khan, had gone to 
Dushanbe’on: Thursday:for talks 


Younis Qanooni,.a close aide of. 


_Ahmad Shah Masood. | . 


In the second phase of this initia- 
tive the Pakistani delegation met 
Mulla Omar in Kandhar on 
Saturday and returned here the 
same evening for consultation with 


See also Back Page 








authorities before undertaking the 
third phase of the shuttle diploma- 
cy which would now take the Shah 
delegation to Dushanbe. 

The new Pakistani peace initia- 
tive is said to be a part of the over- 
all on-going international efforts to 
bring the Afghan parties to the 
negotiating table within the frame- 
work of the Six Plus Two Tashkent 


2,4: +, Declaration. 
The Pakistani delegation is play: ~ 


Officials described the new ini- 
tiative as part of Pakistan’s tradi- 
tional role of seeking to promote an 
intra-Afghan dialogue. 
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% No Pakistan troops in Kabul: FO s 
‘| e. | ox 
ay) | _ BureauReport = he ae | | 
a ISLAMABAD, Aug 21: Pakistaryr leased on” ‘iam! was reportedly summoned on August 11 ‘by nf 
| Saturday the list of 11 Pakistan Army officers who the Russian foreign office and handed over a | 
a y/ the Northern Alliance (NA) has alleged had died Peet note. a) Nu 
lay fighting on the side of Taliban in the clashes Pakistan has maintained that if any private indi- a 
| between the two sides, which broke out recently in. vidual has managed to cross the border and joined . 
the Afghanistan. ~~ the ranks of the combatants, the government of 
- Foreign office officials, while releasing the names = Pakistan cannot be held responsible as “we do not WS 
ere. _of these 11 officers, claimed that two of them Brig _— want to see continued fighting in Afghanistan.” ~ 
C5 | Kifayat and Capt Musafir Alias Gulzar did not exist Pakistan has counter charged that those who 
“= ‘at all as persons with these names and ranks were _ accuse it of providing weapons, ammunition, logistic CH 


er never in the service of Pakistan Army while the rest support and military training to Taliban were them- 

= of those named on the list were alive and living in _ selves providing similar assistance to the Afghan 
Pakistan. | opposition. oo 7 

CN Two of them are still in service while the rest “An entire trainload of weapons for the Northern 

have retired. All the nine are said to have helped . Alliance’ sent through Turkmenistan and 

om the Afghan Mujahideen during their struggle Uzbekistan’ was confiscated last October in 

against the Soviet occupying troops. Kyrgystan which should suffice as proof, if any were 

The following are the names of the retired offi- needed, to demonstrate from where and by whom 

o, cers: Col Salim ‘(ex-ISI), Lt Col Sanaullah alias massive quantities of weapons were being sent,” 

R Group Captain Sanaullah (ex-consular Mazar and said official sources. - ; : | 

G 

~ 


PSPS 


i (— 


now on LPR), Col Halim Shah (ex-ISI), Col Ali © When asked who was helping the Taliban if not 
Hayder alias Col Mehboob (ex-ISI), Maj Haleem Pakistan, these foreign office officials gave the 
' (ex-ISI), Maj. Akber Ali (ex-ISI), and Col Saj jad details of large number of most modern and well- 
alias Col Mujahid (ex-ISI). 7 kept aircraft and tanks the Taliban ‘had in their pos- - 
_ The two officers who are still in service include “ session. Tot ete Cea : 
Capt Zafar Ul] Haq (now Lt Col) and Maj 
Aizazullah/Ijazullah (now Lt Col). 

The reports mentioning the names of these offi- 
cers were said to have been published even in 
Iranian newspapers and on the basis of these 
reports Pakistan’s Ambassador in Moscow, Mansoor 
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Bureau Report | 


ISLAMABAD, Aug 24: 
Pakistan said on Tuesday 
that its efforts to seek a 
peaceful end to Afghanistan 
conflict can only succeed 


when those engaged ‘in: 
fighting would cooperate off 


with Islamabad. 
Taking strong exception to 


Younis Qanooni’s statement . 
which appeared in the press on 


Tuesday, the government said 
that it (the statement) had 


raised doubts and created a. 


sense of. uncertainty ‘with 
regard to the on-going peace 
process. 


the interior ministry whose addi- 


tional secretary in-charge -Rustom | 


Shah Mohmand- is leading the 
Pakistani delegation facilitating 
' ‘distance negotiations’ between the 


Taliban and the Afghan opposition, | 
reiterated, 


the government 
“Pakistan has not been, and would 


not lend any support to any faction - 


and would not sponsor any group or 


help any group to gain supremacy. | 


in Afghanistan.” 


This position was.also explained 


to the Afghan delegation led by 
Qanooni, head of Northern Alliance. 
negotiating team, who met with the 


Pakistani side in Dushanbe. on - ; 


Monday. 
_ The interior ministry said that! 
the latest process had béen 


Pp Ve Wess ae VOSS OSE BB Banal (E 





whe t pe 
P ae z 


launched by the prime minister at. 
the request of Prof Burhanuddin 
Rabbani who had made a specific - 


request to the former to intervene | 
and help bring peace between the : 


two walring sides. . 
“The prime minister of Pakistan 


decided to make fresh/renewed 
orts in order to end bloodshéd'in 
Afghanistan so that peace returns 
to that war-ravaged country,” oe. 
government handout said. *-: 
It added that during the talks 
with the Afghan delegation headed 


by Qanooni in Dushanbe on Aug 23, |; 


a specific proposal for resolving the ': 

conflict was discussed threadbare. — 
“At the end of the talks the 

Afghan delegation appreciated the 


- sincerity. of the prime. minister. of 
In a clarification issued here by | : 





‘- See also Back Page 





Pakistan i in trying to see ‘an early’ 


end to fighting in Afghanistan,” the 
clarification said, adding, “They'! 


informed the Pakistani delegation | 
that the proposal put forward by: us. 
would be discussed with their top © 


leaders and a response would be 
forthcoming very soon.” 

Tr was also agreed that the press. 
would be informed that the talks : 
were continuing and that the 
Afghan. delegation would : be 
responding to certain proposals in’ 


‘ the next meeting. 


It is.extremely cnfornibaes and’ 
shocking that Mr Qanooni in ‘utter * 
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disregard of what had transpired in 
the meeting, chose to once again 
accuse Pakistan of sending troops 
| into. “Afghanistan and -siding with. 
Taliban’ in the on-going conflict,” 
said the interior ministry. 

_ Mr Qanooni, it added, had also 
raised the point-of Pakistan’s 
alleged‘ support to otie side in the 


ms conflict during the Aug 23 meeting 


‘but this allegation was forcefully | 
‘jand firmly denied by. Pakistan. Mr 
Qanooni was rather suggested, to 
send his trusted lieutenants to any 
iplace on the Pakistan-Afghan bor- 
ider to see for themselves whether 
any Pakistan reinforcements were 
pens dispatched across the bor- 
er. 

Emphasising that such state- 
iments tended to vitiate the atmos- 
|phere, the hand out said, “we are 
lof the firm belief that Pakistan’s 
‘efforts to seek peaceful end to the 
conflict can succeed only when 
‘those engaged in. fighting would 
cooperate with Pakistan.” 

The interior ministry underlined 
that the foundation of Pakistan pol- 
_icy was that Afghanistan should 
‘return to peace and normalcy as 
‘quickly as possible. “It is hoped 
‘that if the talks are going to be 
‘fruitful and productive all con- 
.cerned would lend their support to 
_ the peace process. without any pre- 
conceived notions or suspicions,” it 
concluded. 
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By Our Staff Reporter 





ISLAMABAD - Pakistan govern- ' 
ment has expressed its will to release 
the goods that entered Pakistan through 
Afghan Transit Trade Agreement 
(ATTA) and were held by Customs au- 
thorities at Karachi Port, said sources 
hére on Friday. ° 

Both Pakistani and Afghan officials 
led by Taliban Foreign Minister Mul- — 
lah Muhammad Hassan Akhund agreed 
that goods held by Pakistani authorities 
would be released to be shifted to Af-. 
ghanistan. These goods were held at 
Karachi Port a couple of years ago on 
the grounds that the same goods had no 
use in Afghanistan. The other reason the — 
authorities gave, was that they were 
being smuggled back to Pakistani mar- 


SASS 


SNS 


{ Pakistan ready to 


release Afghan — 
goods under. ATTA 


The sources said that ‘both the ae 
_had agreed that they would release the | 
“present stock held at Karachi Port but . 
would not allow trade of items that 
could not be used in Afghanistan. The - 
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Afghan delegation, however, insisted 


that trade of all items should be allowed - 
and had tried to assure the Pakistani | 
officials that items coming to Afghani- : 
_ stan through ATTA would not be smug- 
‘gled back to Pakistan. 
The two sides have also held positive : 
_talks about the opening of land routes 
at Torkhum, Spin Boldak and Ghulam 
Khan fdr the vehicles. There isa de-, 


mand from the people of both cas C0 
tries that vehicles movement aaHe ! 
allowed across-the-border. 


,. The sources said the Afghan. delepa- 
‘tion also requested for reduction ‘in the | 


ratio of various taxes imposed | on.dry | 
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Sartaj holds talks 
-with Afghan . 
-FMonATTA | 
ISLAMABAD (APP) - Foreign 
Minister, Sartaj Aziz had two hours 
of discussions with the Afghan 
Foreign Minister, Mohammad 
Hassan Akhund at the: Foreign 


Office on Tuesday, covering a wide 
range of areas of mutual coopera- 


| tion between the two countries. - 


The discussions. particularly 
centered around matters relating to 
economic. cooperation, . transit, 
trade, Afghan refugees and recon- 
struction and rebabilitation of 


_ Afghanistan. 


Mullah Mohammad Hassan 
Akhund arrived earlier in the after- 
noon at the head of 14-member 


delegation. The delegation includes 


the ministers of information and 
culture, commerce, frontiers, 
refugees and higher education 
along with senior officials of these 
ministries. 

The Afghan foreign minister 
and his delegation will stay in 
Islamabad till August 27. The del- 
egation. will also be holding talks 





me kets. fruit coming to Pakistani market. They * with the other relevant Ministries 
fay Pakistani traders welcomed the gov- pleaded that the poor,farmers of Af-' of the government of Pakistan to 
ernment decision of putting ban on trade . ghanistan could import their resis examine ways to further expand 
of those items for Af which were. . to Pakistan due to heavy a of var bilateral cooperation between 
Ye later used to be smuggled to Pakistan. | ous kinds of taxes. ‘ ssc Pakistan and Afghanistan in di- 
verse areas. 
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Broad-based govt 
favoured in Kabul 


By Our Staff Correspondent 


QUETTA, Aug 27: Formation of a 
broad based government in 
Afghanistan was necessary for the 
restoration of peace in that country. 

This was stated by Mian Abdul 
Waheed, Chairman Standing 
Committee of the National 
Assembly on Foreign Affairs while 
talking to newsmen at Quetta Press 
Club here on Friday along with 
member of the committee Naeem 
Hussain Chatta. 

“Pakistan was not supporting any 
group in Afghanistan and all its 
endures were to restore peace in 
that brotherly country,” Mian 
Waheed said. 

He said a broad based govern- 
ment could resolve the problems 
being faced by Afghan people for 


the last two decades and added that 


no single political group could gov- 
ern the country. 

He pointed out that Afghans by 
traditions were tune to the fact that 
the affairs of the country could be 
run through collective efforts and 
not by a particular group and if that 
happened then it was out of ques- 
tion that the affairs of the govern- 
ment could be run smoothly. 

He said Pakistan was making all 
efforts to convince the warring fac- 
tions to initiate political dialogue to 
resolve the Afghan conflict. He fur- 
ther said in this connection 
Pakistan was hoiding talks with 


Taliban and leadership of Northern 
Alliance. 

On Kargil issue, he said the mat- 
ter was internationalise and did not 
agree that Pakistan’s position was 
weaken due to Washington accord. 

He conceded that China asked 
Pakistan to resolve the Kargil prob- 
lem peacefully and stated that not 
only Pakistan but all states includ- 
ing Russia, Germany and Japan had 
accepted America as a super power 
in the world. 

Mian Waheed said that personal- 
ly he was in favour that Pakistan 
should refuse to pay the foreign 


debts as it was impossible that 


Pakistan could resolve its economic 
problems while paying the interests 
and instalments of foreign loans. 

He observed that it is necessary 
that we should use our resources for 
the improvement of electronic 
media and in this connection he 
suggested that an international 
press centre should be established 
in Islamabad so that foreign corre- 
spondents should project Pakistani 
point of view at international level. 

Responding to a question he said 
that government will not change 
the diplomats in foreign countries 
as they were acting according to the 
policies of the government. 

He and Naeem Hussain Chatta 
defended Nawaz government inter- 
nal and external policies. 
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Nawaz calls for 
durable peace in 


_ Afghanistan 


ISLAMABAD (APP) — Prime Min- 
‘ister Muhammad Nawaz- Sharif 
Wednesday emphasized that restoration 
of durable peace in Afghanistan would 
open up enormous economic opportu- 
nities not only for Afghanistan but fore 
the entire region. © 
~ The Prime Minister stated this while 
| talking to‘Afghan Foreign Minister 
Mullah Hassan Akhund who called on 
him at Prime Minister’s House. The 
‘Afghan delegation included six minis-' 
ters and other senior officials. 

Nawaz Sharif discussed with the Af- 
ghan Foreign Minister his latest peace 
initiative aimed at bringing the Afghan’ 

| Parties to the negotiatin$ table for a 

| peaceful solution of the Afghan prob- 

vign bee... ..! é; ; 

. Helaid great emphasis on a settlement 

‘within the framework of the Tashkent 

' Declaration of the 6+2 group. 

~~ The Prime Minister-announced a do-~ 
|«nation of one thousand tents and two: 

thousand blankets for the new refugees 





| from the Shomali areas of Afghanistan ° 


to Kabul dina 

The donation will soon be despatched 
to the authorities in Kabul: This gesture | 
Was greatly appreciated by the Afghan” 
elegation..° ; Pe AES Stig a 38 
__ The’ Prime Minister ’was ‘assisted, by « 
‘Foreign Minister Sart: ij Aziz, Foreign. 
Secretary, Sharnshad Ahmad, and oth-: 

_ er senior officials, © 

Later, the Afghan Foreign Minister 
accompanied by the Afghan Informa-, 
tion Minister also held talks with Moz. 
_ hammad Siddique Khan Kanju, Minis- 
_ ter of State for Foreign Affairs. . 
The talks particularly focused on po- - 
litical sohition of the Afghan problem e 
as well as trade and economic coopera: | 
tion between A fghanistan/and Pakistan. © 
The need for a negotiated settlement of . 
the Afghan problem was ‘also empha- 

sised. } _— 
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TEHRAN: Afghan refugees, holding posters of Ahmed Shah Masood, shout anti-Taliban slogans in front of the UN 
office here on Friday. —AFP a a pe 
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JABAL US SARAJ (Afghanistan): Soldiers of opposition commander Ahmed Shah Masood patrol the outskirts 
of this northern town.—Reuters 
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz with other foreign ministry officials holds talks with a Taliban 
delegation headed by their Foreign Minister Mulla Mohammad Hassan Akhund (2nd R, behind) here 
on Tuesday.— AFP. 








Foreign Ministaer Sartaj Aziz and Afghan Ministers Saeedud Din 
Haqqani and Mullah Hasan Akhundat PAF Base Chaklala, Rawalpindi 
on Tuesday.-Staff photo by Mian Khurshid 
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ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister Sartaj Aziz receiving Afghan counterpart Mullah Hassan Akhund 
tthe Chaklala Airbase on Tuesday, — F-P. photo by by AGHA MAHROZ =. >. AEs. 
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I} vi At ee | Hassan Akhund for a meeting.—Staff photo by Mian Khurshid 
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